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GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Jn partnership with 


Contact us for a brochure or to discuss your project. 
www.alitex.co.uk 01730 826900 


Come and see us at Chelsea Flower Show on stand MA10. 


editors: letter 


For many — myself included — Chelsea is the 
best flower show in the world. This year 
promises to be particularly memorable as 
2013 marks the show's 100th anniversary. As 
ever, it will be packed full of interesting plants, 
innovative design and covetable products, and 
it’s nigh-on impossible to take it all in. To help 
ensure you don’t miss the key highlights we 


take you on a guided tour of this year’s most 
outstanding show gardens, plants, products and trends. We also look 
back at the show's fi 
the RI 
apparent just how much enthusiasm, hard work, expertise and devotion 
has gone into every show since 1913. This year also sees the return of 
RDENS ILLUSTRATE 
iuesday 21 May, landscape critic, garden historian and Chelsea Fringe 


cinating history and while researching images in 


extensive photographic archive for our feature, it became 


s annual lecture during Chelsea week and on 


director Tim Richardson will be hosting a very special evening with 
designers Pict Oudolf and Jinny Blom. S 
for details. In addition to our Chelsea coverage, we take a look at three 


.c www.gardensillustrated.com 


outstanding English country gardens, including Gravetye Manor in 
West Sussex (where we are holding a reader event later in the year ~ sce 
page 11 for details); provide inspiring planting ideas for containers; and 
take an in-depth look at the best aquilegias. I hope you enjoy the issue. 
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GARDENS ILLUSTRATED is available as a 
digital edition - search ‘Gardens ilustrated Choosing the best aquilegias on page 76. 
on the App Store, Google Play or Zinio.com 
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FERGUS GARRETT DANIEL J HINKLE ALYS FOWLER DAN PEARSON 
Plantsman and head ‘American plantsman, Kew-trained gardener, Garden designer, 
gardener at Great plant hunter, horticultural author and television plantsman and 

Dixtet in East Sussex. World, writer and lecturer. presenter, columnist. 


COVERLINES 


Country gardens 


Aqui 
RHS Chelsea F1 


COVER IMAGE 


Chelsea Flower Show 


32 Designer profiles Medals at Chelsea are hotly 
contested. We profile some of the star designers 
vying for gold, and look at their plans 

44 Chelsea trends It's a showcase of the very 
latest in planting and design, with ideas that can 
influence what we do in our own gardens, What 
will we be taking away this year? 

48 Starring plants Thousands of plants are grown 
for the Chelsea show gardens, so we asked 
some of the major nursery suppliers to pick 
their own particular favourites 

51 Buyer's guide The accessories and extras that 
the discerning shopper will be looking out for 
at Chelsea this year 

54 Centenary Chelsea Rockeries, royaity 
and revelry: a look at the highs (and 
occasional lows) of 100 years of the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 


Plants 


22 May plants Great Dixter’s head gardener 
Fergus Garrett chooses this month's best plants 

70 Pots for pollinators Julia Wylie continues her 
series on container planting 

76 Plant profile: Aquilegias Insights into the best 
ones to choose for your garden 


Places 


62 Past master The team at Gravetye Manor 
are reviving the historic gardens in the pioneering 
spirit of its former owner William Robinson 

86 _ Little house, big heart The garcien designed by 
Rosemary Verey at Little House packs a huge 
amount of interest into its limited space 

92 Triumph of imagination Manor Farm, once 
‘owned by Enid Blyton, is now a gorgeous 
example of carefully crafted adundance 


People 

19 New gardening talent Lewis Bosher started out 
in agriculture, but now works as a trainee 
gardener in East Sussex at Great Dixter 

84 Who's who Expert supplier Mark Straver has 
proved himself willing to go the extra mile, and 
gathered a host of loyal designers who 
admire his pursuit of plant perfection 

130. The big push Award-winning columnist 
Frank Ronan has prevaricated enough, and is 
finally getting started on his fruit garden 


Design 


101 Design news The latest projects and 
events, including a regeneration in 
Belgravia and a new sculpture exhibition 
105 Design sourcebook We select nine of the very 
best wooden trough planters 
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Dig in: news The latest from the world of 
gardens. including the Roman fascination with 
gardening featured at the British Museum 
Gardener's notes Pot on geraniums; 

thin out bamboo; start a comfrey tube 
Subscription offer Subscribe to GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED and save 50% 

Book reviews New books for gardeners, 
including a new perspective on planting, 

a look at allotments and the official history 

of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 

Readers’ letters Share your thoughts, plus this 
month's Talking Point on continental gardens 
Crossword and buying single issues 
Classifieds 

Next issue What's coming up in June 


Save 50% 


Visit Melbourne for t 


Dffer applies to UK 


Simple 
and Stylis 


Contact Haddonstone for high quality 
garden ornaments and architectural cast stone 
in contemporary, classical and.traditional’styles: 

Each design is handcrafted in England.” 

Inspirational 204 page catalogue available. 
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01604 770711 * info@haddonstor 
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contstbutors: 


MARY KEEN 

Mary is a writer and designer 
with regular columns in the 
Telegraph and The Garden. Her 
Gloucestershire garden is 
regularly open to groups from 
all over the world, as well as for 
the NGS in several seasons of 
the year. See her thoughts on 
Little House on page 86. 


"Visiting a Rosemary Verey garden made me wonder what she 
would have made of the naturalistic borders in vogue today. 


LYNN KEDDIE 
professional garden 
photographer for 14 years, 
Lynn's work can be seen in 
magazines and books 
worldwide. On page 86 you can 
see the results of her visit to 
Little House, designed by 
Rosemary Verey, just a stone’s 
throw from Barnsley House. 


“Itwas a treat to see this Verey-designed garden — alll her 
trademarks were visible or faithfully restored by the owners. 


RACHEL WARNE 

Rachel started to include 
garden photography in her 
repertoire in 2004, and has 
been published widely in 
magazines as well as exhibiting, 
appearing on TV and producing 
two garden books. You can see 
the superb results of her visit to 
Gravetye Manor on page 62 


“Gravetye is as influential as it is beautiful, and photographing it 
was an honour as well as a joy. 


SUSAN ELDERKIN 

The author of two prize-winning 
novels, Susan lives in 
Connecticut but loved the 
chance to visit a house owned 
by Enid Blyton. Her most recent 
book, The Novel Cure: An AZ of 
Literary Remedies, is coming out 
this September. Her visit to 
Manor Farm is on page 92. 


“it was trying to write an Enid Blyton-style Famous Five rip-off 
at the age of ten which got me started as a novelist. 


POTS *AND ¢ PITHOI! 
ESTABLISHED 1985 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION 
OF CRETAN TERRACOTTA POTS 


PLANTERS, DECORATIVES, 
ANTIQUE POTS, WATER 
FEATURES, CERAMICS, 
KILIMS & RUGS, FOOD, 
GIFTS & MORE... 


FULL COLLECTION: 
www.potsandpithoi.com 


BROCHURE & ENQUIRIES: Soe 
01342 714793 


info@potsandpithoi.com 3 ; 
VISIT US: The Bars, East Street, 
Turners Hill, West Sussex, RH10 4QQ “= — 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


EXHIBITING 
AT RHS CHELSEA 


FLOWER SHOW, 
21s'-2514 
MAY 2013 


Massachusetts: 


Natural Beauty in Abundance 


This year, Massachusetts, is the inspiration for a garden at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show from 21st — 25th May 2013. The 100th 
anniversary event will include The Massachusetts Garden, 
designed by Susannah Hunter with Catherine MacDonald. 


ne of the gifts of Massachusetts’ English 
heritage is a rich tradition of gardening 
and horticulture, set against stunning 
landscapes of rolling hills and sparkling, 
coastlines. From the Emerald Necklace collection of 
vibrant parks running through Boston, to historical 
estates with gardens inspired by literary successes, 
Massachusetts will enliven everyone interested in 
gardens and fascinated in the beauty of Mother Nature. 
Massachusetts, in the heart of New England 
is the perfect holiday destination to explore, combining 
history, natural beauty and gardening inspiration with 
the excitement of Boston, the beach resorts of Cape Cod 
and the bucolic Berkshire countryside. Some of the 
garden highlights include the Heritage Museums & 
Gardens in Sandwich on Cape Cod, where world-class 
Dexter rhododendrons, daylilies, hostas, hydrangeas and 
other floral varieties enliven the site’s 100 acres. Heading 
west, to Lenox in The Berkshires, novelist Edith Wharton 
created magnificent formal gardens at her mansion, The 
Mount, which are open to visitors. 
‘The Lyman Estate in the Greater Boston area evokes 
the grandeur of an eighteenth century country estate, 
complete with historic greenhouses and landscaped 


For more information: 
www.massholiday.co.uk 
or call: 0208 460 8483 


gardens. And the Tower Hill Botanic Garden in Central 
Massachusetts is a living muscum of plants featuring a 
hilltop garden paradise with panoramic views. 
Combining gardening, history and culinary interests, 
the larger complexes of Historic Deerfield, Hancock 
Shaker Village and Old Sturbridge Village, heirloom 
and cook's gardens resurrect past strains of fruits, 
vegetables, herbs, and medicinal plants that early 
American households cultivated. 

‘The Massachusetts Garden by Susannah Hunter at 
the RHS Chelsea Flower Show has been created by gold 
winning garden designer Catherine MacDonald of 
Landform Consultants, and London handbag designer 
Susannah Hunter, to create a real and leather appliqué 
garden in order to give a multi-dimensional effect. 

Luxury leather handbag designer, Susannah Hunter 
has drawn inspiration from the works of nineteenth 
century Massachusetts poet Emily Dickinson. Visitors 
will marvel at the creativity of a garden unlike any other 
as her team at Bloomsbury studio has produced huge 
leather panels sewn with beautifully intricate appliquéd 
magnolias, foxgloves and irises which will sit alongside 
atmospheric planting, including columbines, peonies, 
poppies and flowering dogwood trees. 


essechusetts. 


It’s all heres 
massholiday.co.uk 


DiscoverAmerica.com 


IMAGINATION IS THE PREVIEW 
OOF LIFE’S COMING ATTRACTIONS 


For 75 years, Hartley has been synonymous with enduring style and excellence 
Whilst we have always embraced modern technology, we've never lost sight of our founding philosophy — to make 


greenhouses that last from generation to generation. After all, nothing else is a Hartley. 


THE FINEST GREENHOUSES MONEY CAN BUY 


In support of 


HARTLEY lie BOTANIC 


* 
sora WITH PRIDE SINCE 1938 PRINCE'S 
FOUNDATION 


For our a brochure call or click 0800 783 8083 hartley-botanic.co.uk gi@hartleybotanic.co.uk 
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Readers” day at Gravetye Manor 


. The New English Garden 


Visit the home of pioneering Victorian gardener 
William Robinson and learn how his naturalistic 
style of planting changed the way we garden 


In terms of England's gardening heritage, Gravetye Manor is key. We consider the garden's influence 


in our feature on page 62, and now we're offering readers the opportunity to discover for themselves 
more of the garden's history and its glorious restoration that places it as one of the up-and-coming 
‘new English gardens. Tucked deep in the Sussex countryside, Gravetye’s most notable past owner 
was William Robinson, an established garden writer, who's ideas for a more naturalistic approach 


to gardening —although quite controversial at the time — were put into practice at Gravetye. 


Your day begins with head gardener Tom Coward and writer Tim Richardson talking about 
William Robinson and his gardening legacy. You'll then enjoy a champagne reception and delicious 
three-course lunch from the hotel's award-winning kitchen, followed by a guided tour of the gardens 
in the afternoon to consider how Robinson's ideas worked in practice and see how ‘Tom is developing 
the gardens for the 21st century. The day finishes on the terrace for a cup of tea and slice of cake. 


THE SPEAKERS 


TIM RICHARDSON is a writer 
and garden critic. His new book 
The New English Garden looks at 
= those gardens made - or remade 
Seal) - inthe last decade that define 
NS England's current garden style. 


TOM COWARD worked at Great 
Dister before becoming Gravetye's 
head gardener. His focus isto 
conserve Robinson's work wtle 
progressing the garden ina 
continued spirit of experimentation. 


a 


DATE 
Saturday 21 September, 2013 
HELD AT 
Gravetye Manor, Vowels Lane, 
West Hoathly, Sussex RH19 4LJ 


PROGRAMME 
9.45am Arrival and coffee 
10am Talk by Tim Richardson 
on the New English Garden 
11.30am Head gardener Tom 
Coward talks about Gravetye 
past, present and future 
12.45pm Champagne 
Taittinger reception 
followed by lunch 
2.30pm Garden tours 
4pm Tea on the terrace 
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CHAMPAGNE 
TAITTINGER 
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Gravetye Manor is offering Reader Day guests a SPECIAL PRICE ON ACCOMMODATION for stays of lor 2 nights prior to, or after, the event. 


Contact the hotel for full det 
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GARDENGIRL PRO |S Zs PREMIUM. INE oF GARDENING CLOTHES 
AND ACCESSORIES)! DESIGNED FORTHE DISCERNING GARDENER. 
IN THIS) CINEJEXTRA SARE” AND EMPHASIS (5 PUT 
ON DETAILS AND EP ESERA Ss 


Wie Classic: Calle 


oS) ) 
News, Gardening talent, Nurseryman’s favourites & Gardener's notes 
SORREL EVERTON 


The Romans were devoted to gardens and bringing the 
outsidelin= as the)latest exhibition, Life and Deathin 
Pompeii and Herciilaneum atthe British Museungishows. 
vera fifth of the site evacuated at Pompeii was devoted to 
gardens, vineyards and cultivation, and overlathird of the 
homes were centred around a garden, with apartment 
dwellers keeping pots on terraces|and balcohiles. 

The hortus soonibecame both a'status symbol and a 
refuge at the centre of the home, symbolising the owners 


agrarian roots as well as their ability to tame the countryside 
Ornamental garden were sutrounded with Walls decorated 
with frescoes of birds and flowers, and withthe arrival of 
piped water under Augustus, fountains an@ basins became 


a vital part of 4 corispicudus display of wealth, with the 
added benefit of cooling the garden. 

Life and Death in Pompeii and Herculaneum, British 
Museum, London. Until 29 September. Tel 020 7323 8181, 


www.britishmuseum.org as 
ot, Ee ee, 


dig in news 


Leucanthemum ‘Real Neat 


Chelsea arrivals 


Among the new plants launched at Chelsea this year is a selection from award- 
winning nursery Hardy's Cottage Garden Plants, known for its fine plant selections. 
These include: Nepeta grandiflora ‘Summer Magic’ with free flowering, bee friendly 
blooms throughout summer in a compact form: Gaillardia ‘Fantare Blaze’ has 
pinwheels of warm orange tubular blooms growing to form a compact mound of 
colour: and Leucanthemum ‘Real Neat’. ideal as a cutting flower growing on strong 
stems with feathery white petals anda strong yellow centre. www.hardys-plants.co.uk 


Gaillardia 
Fanfare Blaze! 


ANICE POT OF TEA 
Making your own liquid 
feed can be messy. The new 
Burgon ¢ Ball makes the 
Pack the 


entral infusion chamber 


task much eas! 


with nettles or comfrey 


Nepeta grandiflora 
‘Summer Magle® 


14} haw eh 
leaves; fill the outer stainless 
teel infuser bucket with 


rand leave to brew for 


two to six weeks. Then 


remove the central chamber 
and you've got 8 litres of 
feed ready to use. 


From sowing to sewing 
With home crafting all the rage, why not try 
your hand at this bright and contemporary 
needle point floral motif tapestry from 
Emily Peacock? This piece is 45cm x 45cm 
and costs £65. This and other kits available 
at www.emilypeacock.com: 
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Wild garlic pesto 


Hedgerow happiness 
Take to foraging this year with the new Hedgerow Cookbook to hand from wild foods 
experts Wild at Heart. The book leads you through the seasons with recipes for key 
ingredients such as nettles, elderberries, quince and chestnuts, each beautifully 
photographed and offering ideas that are just that little bit more refined than your 
typical foraged fare. There's practical advice too on gathering your own ingredients 
and preserving. Published by Pavilion Books, £16.99. 


b oom 


brought to you by Bord Bia 
‘The Gathering of Gardeners’ 


Thursday 30° May-Monday 37 June 


Ireland's premier garden show - The best reason to visit Dublin! 


Thirty incredible showgardens, stunning floral pavillion, artisan food and craft villages, Ireland's top garden experts and chefs 
and world-renowned Irish hospitality. For special offers & tickets see www.bloominthepark.com 


ar show in the Phoenix Park - 


ain. And what a show! Great 
s. Drop what you're 


“Tlook forward to Bloom every year - a 
unique venue, inspirational gardens, great 
planting and such a friendly atme 
Andrew Wilson 

Garden Designer, Writer & RHS judge James Alexander-Sinciair 


= Garden Designer, Writer & Broadcaster 
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Growing the success of Irish food & horticulture Bord Bia 


Irish Food Board 


In association with: 


s x * 
Cs) ireland.com gathering Dublin city Counc ‘irish Independent @ ( H ) | Aue 


Experience the majesty 
of mature trees 


ei 


Our trees start from £100 Lf ® 


The customer focus at Majestic Trees is very impressive, 
there is a genuine team enthusiasm for the client's needs 
and love of their trees is very evident. The nursery runs with 
an air of confident efficiency, care and attention to detail 
that is conveyed right until the trees are delivered to site 
It is easy to do business with Majestic Trees. 


Mark Gregory, Landform Desig 
Gold Medals at The Chelsea Flo 


n and Constru 


winner 


+ SUPPLIED * DELIVERED * PLANTED * GUARANTEED + 


majestic 


e 
01582 843 


Majestic Trees is open 
Monday to Friday 
am - Spm and 

mm - 4pm’ 

Saturdays 


dig in new: 


Pick and mix learning 

Pick up new skills at Easton Walled Gardens’ Spring Workshops 
Week this May. Based at the gardens in Lincolnshire, you can 
choose froma s 


s of horticultural and creative courses with at 
least two activities running per day, allowing you to mix what you 
learn, and perhaps attend over multiple days. Garden courses 
include Plant Propagation and Wildflower Identification: creative 
workshops range from Willow Weaving to Hedgerow Medicine. 
12-17 May. Tel 01476 530063, www.eastonwalledgardens.co.uk 


STEPPING OUT 


Food and gardening cheer 


‘Supermarket retailer Waitrose has got the gardening bug. The new 
Waitrose Flower Garden floristry and gardening range is available 
inall main Waitroses, plus in 41 of their stores there’snow an 
outdoor nursery-style area selling plants and accessories. You 


can also go online to a new website set up in association with 
Crocus for a more extensive range of products and plants plus 
advice from expert Alan Titchmarsh. Go to waitrosegarden.com 


Diary 


Specialist nurseries selling a range of unusual plants plus 
daily talk (Ursula Buchan on the Monday) and entry to 
award-winning garden. 5-6 May. 10am-5pm, £4.50. 
Kelmarsh Hall, Northampton NN6 SLY. Tel 01604 686543, 
www.kelmarsh.com 


RHS floral marquee, specialist plant nurseries, garden 
sundries, demonstrations and talks in the Allotment 
Theatre. 9-12 May, tickets from £15.50. Three Counties 
‘Showground, Malvern, Worcestershire WR13 6NW. 

Tel 01684 584900, www-threecounties.co.uk 


New walk and talk series looking at the garden through the 
season and the tasks to be done. 16 May, 20 June, 18 July, 

15 August, 5 September, 10 October. 2-3pm, £10 each event. 
Book in advance. Knoll Gardens, Wimborne, Dorset BH21 7ND. 
Tel 01202 873931, www.knolligardens,co.uk 


Arts & Craft house with eight acre garden including rockery, 
kitchen garden, herbaceous borders. 21 May, 10.30am- 
3.30pm, £65 includes house and garden tour with lunch, 
Rodmarton Manor, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 6PF 
Booking essential. In aid of horticultural charity Perennial. 
Tel 0845 676 0640, www.perennial.org.uk 


Specialist nurserymen and garden supplies, rose festival in 
the walled garden with speakers and demonstrations. Plus 
arts and rustic crafts, wildlife and conservation organisations. 
27 May, 10am-Spm, £7.50. Cadhay, Ottery St Mary, Devon 

EX1L10T. www.hospiscaregardentai.co.uk 


30 May - 3 June. Ireland's premier garden show with floral 
pavilion, show gardens, expert advice and dedicated local 

food and craft areas. 30 May ~ 3 June, 15 euros in advance, 
20 euros on the day (cones available), Tel +353 14569569, 
www.bloominthepark.com 


Holker Garden Festiva 


The festival's 21st anniversary features show gardens, 
specialist nurseries, horticultural marquee, demonstrations 
and artisan produce. 31 May ~ 2 June, 10am-5.30pm. £15 
(advance tickets available online), Holker Hall, Cark-in- 
Cartmel, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria LAI 7PL 

Tel 01539 558838, www.holkerfestival.co.uk 


oe ; ..A Great British Mower 
ANGE 
ws 
ip \ The Hayter Harrier range is handmade in Bishop's Stortford, Hertfordshire, 


in the same factory that's been producing some of the country's 
finest lawnmowers for over 65 years. 


Trusted by thousands of homeowners and landscape professionals 
across the land to produce ’perfect stripes, day in, day out, Whatever the weather. 
Hayter mowers, are.@ pleasure to use and will serve you well for many years to come. 


Britain 


Find your nearest Hayter dealer at :- HAYT E R 


www.hayter.co.uk or call 0800 781 7582 


dig in gardening talent 


Lewis Bosher 


Lewis started out in agriculture, but found himself drawn to horticulture and 
now works as one of the trainee gardeners in East Sussex at Great Dixter 


ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


First plant love Solanum pyracanthum. | travelled back with this 
smallest of plants from the Chelsea Flower Show, getting all sorts of 
strange looks as | tried to get this single orange-spiked leaf of a plant 
home. It's now a much loved monster. 

Who are your horticultural heroes and why? Elizabeth Strangman 
for helping and tutoring me. John Massey for being one of the 
kindest plantsmen | have met to this day. Beth Chatto for taking the 
time to be so giving with knowledge. Christopher Lloyd. | still find 
great amusement and help in his books. Fergus Garrett for bringing 
me into the vast world of horticulture. And Linda Smith to whom | 
am so grateful for giving the funding that was needed to continue 
my stay at Great Dixter. 

Three most worthwhile tips for every gardener Find, buy or 
make yourself a tickling fork, one of the very few tools | couldn't 
garden without. Working off boards means when we are pressed 

for time we can keep going for a bit longer in bad weather. A 
notebook - it sounds so simple but it’s the best thing to have 

at all times, to keep track of things. 


With whom would you most like to have tea and cake? 
Derry Watkins. She had so much enthusiasm when | attended a 

talk she gave on tender perennials that | find it hard to imagine her 
stationary even for a moment. So the tea and cake might become 
walk across the garden and a conversation about planting, 
Favourite planting style Succession: having one plant follow 
another, and should bedding pockets come to light you can rush to 
the border with plants you have in hand, ready to continue the cycle. 
What is the hardest garden-related thing you've ever done? 

| got sick of this horrid wild hedge that surrounds my family's home, 
oI took it upon myself to dig it out. | found myself a week later with 
half a hedge missing, thinking 'why did | take on such a task?" 

Most embarrassing moment regarding a plant? I'm awful 

for taking on a huge task and saying “We'll get it done in 15 
minutes”. The closest I've ever got is 25 minutes. | once 

encouraged one of our students to join me in digging 


a gaping hole in a stock bed in the rain... sorry Rachel 
+ Contact email address: epicidear®live.co.uk 
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Chelsea Flower Show 
Stand MA9 


T: +44 (0)1420 588444 
www.gazeburvill.com 


Versatile and effective... 
..saves hours of 


maintenance... 
..for any garden 


Anna Dempsey, Garden Designer, Wrrnstay 


EverEdge offer a wide range of 
galvanised steel flexible edging 
products to make gardeners’ lives easier 
and their gardens more attractive 


Please write, telephone, or visit our website: EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 BHA Tel: 01453 731717 
for more information Ordering online is ovailable at www.everedge.co.uk 


Full Frontal Planting 
goes to Chatham. 


CHELSEA FRINGE 
18 MAY —9 JUNE 


While the Chelsea Flower Show is busy celebrating a 
magnificent 100 years, its more alternative younger cousin, 
the Chelsea Fringe, is gearing up for its second year 


From community and guerilla gardening 
projects, to art installations and pop-up 
restaurants in inspiring venues, just about 
anything goes for the Chelsea Fringe, as 
longas it asks us to reconsider our ideas, 
on what gardens and landscapes, flowers 
and plants can be about. 

There are over 100 events taking place 
inand around London - plus at a selection 
of regional locations, Highlights include: 

+ Edible High Road AVter the success of 
last year’s Edible High Road in Chiswick 
the idea moves to Salusbury Road, 
Queen's Park. Fruit trees in tubs will ine 
the street for six weeks to create a river of 
blossom. At the end of the festival, the 
trees will be planted out in local schools 
and community gardens, 

+ Edible Bus Stop Join the grand opening 
0n 18 May of London's newest Edible Bus 
Stop outside Lambeth Hospital on Landor 
Road. The local community has created a 
productive and social garden space 
alongside the stop for the 322 bus, with 
the ultimate aim of having edible bus 
stops along the whole route. 

+ Urban Orchard with a Twist The gritty 
urban landscape of disused Battersea 
Power Station willbe the location for The 
Pop-Up Foundation's ‘Planting Ideas: 
where an orchard of people will be 
encouraged to ‘grow’ new ideas for a 
sustainable world. Individual'trees’ 
(people with their feet planted in soil) 


will be asked their thoughts on how we 
move to an ecological age, 18 May. 

+ Open Squares Among the private 
garden squares open as part of the Fringe 
isthe British Medical Association Council 
Garden in central London (8 June). Tours 
reveal more about the history of this 
Lutyens-designed garden and its plants. 

+ Flowers exhibition Two photographic 
artists present work ona floral theme: 
Hiroyuki Arakawa from Japan shows his 
series of intimate studies of white flowers, 
isa Greagh has images from her ‘instant 
Garden’ series inspired by Dutch flower 
paintings of the 17th and 18th centuries. 
The Little Black Gallery SW10, until 1 June 
including pop-up floral shop 21-25 May. 

+ Covent Garden art installation 
Inspired by the Crabtree & Evelyn's 
Gardeners Handcare range, artist Emma 
Coleman showcases innovative planting 
combinations aimed at prompting public 
interaction and exploration. Look out for 
live events and workshops. 

+ Full frontal planting Gibraltar Terrace 
Chatham, Kent, is the location for an 
ambitious community project to green up 
the frontage along the traffic-laden A2. 
Pots and window boxes will be planted for 
year-round interest, with seasonal 
highlights added. Join in on 19 May. 

For full details of all events and 

to check dates and times go to 
www.chelseafringe.com 


dig in news 


Fruit tree tubs for 
the Edible HishRoad. 


baitth Mécicat Associ 
ceritral London garden 


Fringe event: 


a 


Fefdle Commtinis 

WA spéGlaciilaf tall and robust herbaceobs perénaial witht 
tflausds of gréen, finely divided, feathery ostiich plime like 

a leaves ih timeplants summon up enough energy to throw up 
golossal stout branching stems several thettes high, purple 

gi tihted, dusted grey-green, ankstidded with bright greenish 
fallow flowers:'Thesecofme in dramatic litge rounded umbels 

4» composed of 20-40 rays and often festooned with insects, 
‘Summer dérmangptollows seed set as the plait retreats 
indérgrotind into a Hefty roottaking several years befote 
floweriiy again. Numerous forhns exist with variations in leaf 
cblour, size of inflorestendeand season. When several plants 


flower together You are transported into.a fantasy world 


Height/spread 4m x1i5m. 
Origins Throughout the Mediterranean to the Middle East. 
Conditions Full sun in most soils except waterlogged. 
Hardiness rating RHS H3, USDA 6a-9bir 

WSeason February-July. ‘“ 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


May plants 


With summer finally on its way, which plants should you be choosing 
to give your garden a chance of really showing its true colours? 


FERGUS GARRETT SHARON PEARSON 


A dazzling poppy that is easy to grow. 
Decorated throughout with fine hairs, it has 
blue-green dissected leaves and sinewy 
stems, crooked at the neck, dangling fat buds 
that straighten upright before splitting open, 
Fergus Garrettisa unfurling thin, silky, cupped flowers of rich 


Leal nat eta pillar-box red. Each petal is highlighted at its 


Divter in East base with a distinct broad black blotch. 
Sussex, He also Direct sow outside in spring or into pots in 
lectures, writes and October, prick out when young, overwinter 
ering under glass and plant out the following year. 
Society committees Daring/exhilarating with Lychnis coronaria. 


Height/spread 50cm x 30cm. AGM" 
Origins Turkey, Iran and the Caucasus 
Conditions Full sun in any soil that 
isn't waterlogged. 

Hardiness rating RHS H4. 

‘Season May-June. 


Yellow Que¢ 
Attractive grey green, broadly divided leaves 
and long graceful stems supporting forward 
facing pale lemon flowers. The species in its 
native South-western United States is 
pollinated by long tongued hawk moths, able 
to reach into the backswept spurs containing 
the nectar. Yellow Queen’ flowers for longer 
than most columbines. Lovely with mauve 
Allium hollandicum and Hesperis matronalis, 
Reliably perennial but tires with age. 


Height/spread 90cm x 45cm. 

Origins Native to the Chihuahuan and 
Sonoran deserts of southern USA, favouring 
cooler wetter pockets. 

Conditions In most soil (except 
waterlogged) in full sun or part shade 
Hardiness rating USDA 3a-9b. 

‘Season May-July. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 
from the Royal 
Horticultural Society 
Hardiness ratings 
‘Biven where available 
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Fresh green stems carrying arching, dark 
green, long linear leaves flashed with distinct 
white midribs, leading to a bun of acid lime 
green erupting from the centre. The stems 
elongate as the central floret flattens out. 
Flowering side branches enhance the 
impression of electric acid green, bleeding 
down the uppermost canopy. In mid- 
summer the plant takes on a green willowy 
habit only to switch on again for the autumn, 
with crimson, yellow and orange. 


Height/spread 1.2m x 1.2m. AGM. 
Origins Native to Europe from Sweden 
down to Spain and east to the Caucasus. 
Conditions Wet moist soil, will thrive in 
swampy conditions in sun or part shade. 
Hardiness rating RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b 
‘Season May: June for flowering and then 
October-November for autumn colour. 


Places 
to visit 
Fergus shares some of 


his favourite places to 
see plants at their best. 


Sissinghurst Castle Gardens, 
created by Vita Sackville West 
and Harold Nicolson, is one of 
Britain's finest gardens The 
garden is comprised of a 
series of garden rooms 
‘around an Elizabethan manor 
house surrounded by 
beautiful countryside. May is 
an inspirational time, 
especially in the nut walk as 
softlight suffuses through the 
freshly emerging foliage of the 
understory, Biddenden Road, 


Hairy tarantulian knuckles, from which rise 
black-scaled, reptilian croziers that expand 
and unfurl, staightening into tri-pinnate, 
long and lanceolate leaves. These are widest 
in the middle, with regularly spaced lustrous 
pinnules, and are held upright making a 
shuttlecock shape. The foliage is yellow green 
when young, turning darker with age, 
contrasting with the black shaggy scaled 
stalks and midribs. Asian plants give darker 
scales than the central American. 


Height/spread 90cm x 75cm. AGM. 

Origins Strangely scattered ~ Mexico to 
Argentina, Hawaii, Madagascar, Turkey, East 
across the Himalayas, Phillipines. 
Conditions Semi to full shade in moist, 
humus-rich soil. Will tolerate dry shade. 
Hardiness rating RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b, 
‘Season May-November. 


Cally Gardens, S 


A vibrant, rich purple form of biennial 
honesty much preferred over the paler, 
murkier norm. It bears cruciferous flowers in 
terminal racemes off branching plants with 
coarse, distinctly serrated heart-shaped 
leaves. The intense purple looks amazing 
with red tulips, orange wallflowers, acid 
green Smyrnium perfoliatum, and magenta 
Gladiolus communis subsp. byzantinus, Seed 
heads follow. These bleach and become 
translucent, turning into highly decorative 
pale discs punctuated by individual brown 
seeds held within. Seeds around freely, but 
keep separate to avoid cross-pollination. 


Height/spread 90cm x 30cm. 
Origins Southern Europe. 

Conditions Most soils in sun or semi-shade 
Hardiness rating USDA 4a-8b, 

‘Season May-February. 


Nr Cranbrook, Kent TNI7 248, 
Tel 01580 710700, wow. 
nationaltrustong.uk/ 
sissinghurst-castle 

Cally Gardens belongs to 
Michael Wickenden, one of 
our most exciting plantsmen. 
Heis the owner and manager 
ofthis working nursery 
specialising in unusual 


perennials with exciting 
borders and stockbeds 


containing over 4,000 
perennials, With many 


Valeriana py 
‘A delightful, clump-forming perennial with 
pointed, heart-shaped, light-green leaves, 
sharply serrated, puckered and coarsely 
textured. These are loosely clasped around 
and oppositely arranged in tiers on upright 
stems. The densely branched, domed clusters 
of pale pink to off-white flowers are scented 
and carried throughout the plant. With age 
flowers give way to whispy, flufly seed heads 
that float elegantly above the main body. 
Looks heavenly when mixed in with 
common cow parsley, creating a light and 
airy tapestry of pink and white. 


Height/spread 1.2m x 40cm. 

Origins Found alongside streams and 
waterways in the Pyrenees and the Iberian 
system. Naturalised in the British Isles 
Conditions Moist soil in sun or part shade. 
Season May-July 


I'm emotionally attached to this little species 
tulip as it originates from the Pontic Alps in 
Amasya, northeastern Turkey, where my 
grandmother spent her childhood years. It is 
the latest of all the tulips to flower, with small 
blazing scarlet star-shaped flowers flushed 
with shades of olive green and mustard on 
the outer petals. It takes 5-7 years from seed 
to flower. Bulbs are small and consistently 
pull themselves deeper into the soil. Last 
recorded in 1896 and now believed to be 
extinct in the wild, it self-seeds in gardens. 


Height/spread 50cm x 10cm. AGM. 
Origins Probably open woodland or 
mountain scrub in northeastern Turkey. 
Conditions Any moist yet well-drained soil 
in sun or part shade. 

Hardiness rating RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 
‘Season May-June. 


expeditions to exoticlocations Turkey has resulted in aland 
underhisbelt including the particularly richin wild flowers. 
Rwenzori Mountains of Over 11,466 species are found 
Uganda, Mishmi Hills in the country of which 3649 
Arunachal Pradesh in NE ‘are endemic. Roadsides, wals, 
India, andthemountainsof fields, streams, hills, and 
central and southern Ecuador, mountains are littered with 
Michaslhasamouthwatering interesting things. visit here 
list, Gatehouse of Fleet, Castle will change your gardening 
Douglas, Scotland DG7 2D. _ life. Beware ofthe sheep dogs. 
Tel 01557 815029, www. ‘The University of Oxford 
callygardens co.uk Botanic Garden isthe oldest 
Theincredible variation botanic garden in Britain. 
ingeography andclimatein _Plentyhereforthevisitorto = 


dig in nurseryman’s favourites 


Unashamedly high-octane magenta flowers, 
distinctly gladioli in shape, with centres 
streaked in subtle flashes of white and gold, 
decorate upright stems enfolded by thin 
sword-like pleated leaves. A cormous 
perennial that struggles to increase in the 
colder parts of the UK, but give it heat and 
it's prolific— hence the freely naturalised 
colonies in Devon and Cornwall. Gladiolus 
italicus is markedly inferior but often sold as 
byzantinus to unsuspecting customers. 
Electrifying next to lime-green cuphorbias, 


Height/spread 70cm x 20cm. AGM, 
Origins Native of Spain, NW Africa, Sicily. 
Conditions Sunny position ina sheltered 
site, Any soil free of waterlogging. 
Hardiness rating RHS H3-H4, USDA 5a-10b. 
‘Season May-July. 


a see inside and out with 
approximately 5,000 different 
4 plant species. Of particular 
: interests the National 
Collection of Euphorbias. The 
collection is predominantly 
found within the Family Beds, 
There are species suitable for 
almost any sol type and 
condition, The University of 
Oxford Botanic Garden, Rose 
Lane, Oxford OX1 442. 
Tel 01865 286690, www. 
botanic-gardenoxac.uk 
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Horticultural Heaven 
at Eden this summer! 


www.edenprojectbreaks.com 


or call 08713602788 


‘The Eden Project, Bodelva, St Austell, Cornwall, PL24 25G 01726 811911 


i ithe Garden oi Eden 


*Based on 2 day entry to Eden and'a'1 night stay at The Meadow Lakes Campifig Pods 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 


Maximum 14 people per holiday 
But can be adapted for individuals 
Prices from £1950 per person 


TUSCANY 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Vila Vignamiaggio. 
Villa Geggiano, Vila Grabau, Villa Oliva, 
Parco di Vila Reale 

Departures: 21 June, 20 Sept, 11 Oct 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 
Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa 
Villa Monastero, Isola Bella, Iso 
Departures 19 June, 17 Sept 


AMALFI COAST AND CAPRI 

Visits to: Vila Rufolo, Vila Cimbrone, 
Pompeii, Vila San Michele Axel Munthe, 
Villa Jovis, Giardini di Augustus 
Departures 22 May, 20 June, 18 Sept 


ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Vila d’Este, Castello Ruspol, 
Bomarzo, Vila Lante, Giardino di Ninfa 
Departures 8 July, 4 Sept 


@ Travel by luxury small 
coach 


@ Local guides and guided 
garden visits included 


@ Individual extensions to 
each tour 


@ Stay at luxury hotels, 
two per tour 


© British Airways fights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 


01752 878075 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 


TD) 4% yBy  @ABTA 


Looking forward 


dig in gardener’s notes 


As temperatures begin their slow climb and the risk of frosts 
recedes, we can start to think about some serious planting 


LIALEENDERTZ 


Pot on geraniums 

I took cuttings of my pelargoniums last summer, and have nursed 
them through winter with the aid ofa greenhouse and a heated 
cable, They've taken a few nibbles from some mystery greenhouse 
dweller, but survived. Seven cuttings went into each big pot, which 
suited them perfectly at the time, but now they are really jostling. 
‘Time to give 


ts own pot. In mild areas they can go outdoors, 
but there is still a chance of frost in colder areas so either hang on 


Until June, or be ever ready to put them under glass or fleece, 


Thin out bamboo, Japanese style 

‘There are two reasons to prune bamboo now: one is to harvest the 
new shoots, as they are edible and delicious. Some are tastier than 
others, and all will need steaming before eating, but pick them when 
the shoots a 


about a foot long and eat the tender insides of the 
shoot tip. The other reason is for shape. Bamboo looks daft lopped 
so instead | take out several of the oldest shoots each year, right down 


to the base, and remove some of the lower side branches on those 


remaining. The result is an airier, more graceful look. 


Start a comfrey tube 

Soon everything will need feeding, lots. I like my garden to make its 
‘own fertiliser, and all it takes are the right plants and some vaguely 
Heath-Robinsonesque engineering, The plant of course is comifrey, 
deep-rooted and able to haul hidden nutrients up from the subsoil 
and into its leaves, to be tapped by grateful gardeners. To turn it into 
something useable I have secured a piece of downpipe to my fence 
and taped the top of a plastic bottle (with the lid screwed on) to its 
base, so it makes a long, extended funnel. Comfrey is stuffed into the 
downpipe and a bottle of water on a piece of string is dropped on 
top, to push the leaves down, Slowly they rot and produce a 
concentrated liquid feed, which I access by unscrewing the bottle top. 
Itsalso time to plant comfrey, if you have none. Choose non-invasive 
Symphytum x uplandicum ‘Bocking 14. 


Things to do 
Plant summer bedding pots, but protect from late frosts in cooler areas. 


Start the hunt for lly beetles: they are bright red and their grubs will strip 
your lilies of foliage. 


Earth up potatoes and water them during dry spells 


Regular hoeing of weeds now will help prevent them getting out of hand 
later in the summer. 


Plant gladiolus corms in blocks at the allot ment or in drifts through borders. 


PETRABORNER 
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GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


Free one month trial 
to the digital edition 


WER SHOW EXCLUSIVE 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


<i 


Amust-have read for passionate gardeners, GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. 


+ pt the place 


1 Bins 


email Available on 


wares kindle fire ; 


s 


Have GA D magazine 
delivered straight to your device 


When you take out a one month FREE trial” 
Simply return to homepage to subscribe 


*After your one month trial your subscription will continue at £2.99 per month 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


CED Natural Stone 


Supplying natural stone to a variety of gardens for the the Chelsea Flower Show 2013 


GARDEN Trailfinders Australian Garden 
DESIGNER Phillip Johnson 
CONTRACTOR Phillip Johnson Landscapes 
SUPPLYING 200 tonnes of gabbro boulders, 60 tonnes of Scottish 
beach cobbles and pebbles, 20-30 tonnes of Scottish sandstone walling, 
40m of cedagravel, and 20m of reclaimed Yorkstone flags. 

Australian favourites, Fleming's Nurseries return to RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show with a bang and joining forces with the talented Melbourne 
landscape designer Phillip Johnson. 


The garden will be entirely reliant for energy on solar panels, while 
water will be taken and filtered from surrounding sites, All plants and 
stone being used have been sourced locally, or are reclaimed, as much 
as possible. 


Saat 


y* 


GARDEN Telegraph Garden GARDEN Brewin Dolphin Garden 

DESIGNER Christopher Bradley-Hole DESIGNER Robert Myers 

CONTRACTOR Crocus CONTRACTOR Willerby Landscapes 

SUPPLYING Black basalt paving and bespoke pieces, with bush ‘SUPPLYING Over 50m? of sawn but Yorkstone paving, The design is 
hammered surfaces, to create a water and landscape feature. The design _ inspired by sponsor Brewin Dolphin's company ethos; bespoke and 
isintricate and ots of detail is required in the cutting of the stone. innovative, but firmly rooted in past traditions. 


GARDEN Cloudy Bay Discovery Garden GARDEN Sound of Silence GARDEN BAL! Stand 

DESIGNERS Andrew Wilson, Gavin McWilliam — DESIGNER Fernando Gonzalez DESIGNER Charlotte Murrell 

CONTRACTOR Garden Link CONTRACTOR Solid Surfaces Northwest Ltd. - SUPPLYING BAL affiliate members are kindly 
SUPPLYING Gabbro boulders, which ‘SUPPLYING Silver grey granite aggregate to _ providing their products to create the stand, 
‘Andrew, Gavin and Dan Flynn (of Garden Link) fill the 6m x 3m garden and silver grey granite Our contribution is black limestone plank 
personally selected, Also supplying golden kerb to edge. Inspired by the austerity of Zen _paving witha riven finish, and our thin black 
amber limestone for the rammed earth walls. Japanese gardens. slate tier walling system. 


www.ced.itd.uk @ 


ADDRESS 728 London Road + West Thurrock * Grays * Essex RM20 3LU Natural 
TEL 01708 867237 » FAX 01708 867230 + EMAIL sales@ced Itd.uk Stone 
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Glhielsea Flower 
Show 21-25 ae 


BUYING TICKETS 
‘Advance purchase’only. Tickets are». 
extremely limited - go to www.rhs.orgt’ © 
Uk/Shows-Events/RHS-Chelsea-FlowWer: | 
Show/2013 to check availability, RHS 
members enjoy discounts and priority Booking.. e 
Call 0845 130 4646 or go to wwwitls.or8.ukjoin 


CHELSEA TV COVERAGE 
® starts with show previews on 19 and 20 May 
and continues daily with a lunchtimesstow 
‘on BBC One and evening show on BBC Two. 
See www.gardensillustrated.com for 

podcasts recordédat Chelsea. 


Name Ulf Nordfiell 
Born Umea, Sweden 
Training Biology and 
Landscape Architect 

ARK LAR/MSA 
Chelsea History 
Two golds and Best in 
Show for his 2009 
garden. Thisis his 
third Chelsea garden, 
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Designer profiles 


Medals at Chelsea are hotly contested. 
We profile some of the star designers vying for gold 


ANNIE GATTI 


Ulf Nordfjell 


When | was a little boy, Ulla Molin was the queen of 
gardening in Sweden. She threw away all the bright 
colours and introduced greys, lavenders and whites, 

and more simple plantings. When | visited Nicole de 
Vésian’s garden in Provence, France. | was astonished to 
see that she used the same structure, the same simple 
plants in limited colours and created the same 
relationship to the landscape. | know that they would 
probably hate my strict forms as they both worked with 
organic ones, but | think they'd appreciate my materials 
The landscape architect Isamu Noguchi was a 
strong influence on me. He distilled the landscape 
and introduced a desert into the South Coast Plaza 

at Costa Mesa in California. What he achieved, we 

are still trying to do. 


1am obsessed with getting the very best materials 
for my gardens: stone, timber, glass and steel. In 
Sweden we use granite and slate, not limestone as 
itcracks in our climate. New technology with glass 
makes it much easier to use now. 

It's very important to think about time when 
making a garden, to realise that what we're doing is for 
the future, not for this afternoon, 

Water is essential in a garden. As soon you put water 
in, you have a meeting point. It brings sound, and glitter. 
Chelsea brings particular challenges. I's very 
difficult to relate the garden to the landscape there, and 
to produce light and shade in early May because all the 
greens are very light. This year | have staggered the 
hedge and varied its height to create shade. 


Chelsea Flower Show 


Ulf’s essential design elements 


1 Water and ight 
Uplighting the Amelanchier lamarckil and Prunus x gondouinii ‘Schnee’ trees 
con either side intensifies the Moorish spirit of this contemporary water garden 
attached to an old villain Stockholm, 


2 Screens and boundaries 
Ut uses shaped trees such as this pleached hornbeam to create screens and 
boundaries within his designs. An underplanting of Hydrangea macrophylla 
Great Star (="Blanc Bleu’) creates a billowing effect at their base. 


3 Swedish meadows 
Ulf draws on the colours and form of native Swedish meadow planting in 
many of his designs, Here Miscanthus and Carex, in steel-edged borders, 
link with the meadow in the foreground. 


2013 Chelsea garden 


Plot MAI7 
Sponsor Laurent-Perrier 
Contractor Crocus 

Theme Tribute to two 
modernising garden makers, 
Ulla Molin and Nicole de Vésian. 


4. Echoes and mirrors 


The clean lines of the slate “steps mirror the architecture of the modern 
house. Granite cobblestones provide contrasting texture while Quercus 
roburffastigiata Koster’ trees echo the surrounding landscape 


An elegant rectilinear design on two levels that uses travertine for the hard surfaces. A central 
path leads to a raised terrace with a sharp-angled oak pergola framed by a copper wall. This 
overlooks a pool edged with Cyperus papyrus, Staggered walls of espaliered Quercus robur 
£.fastigiata Koster’ create the backdrop while spires of the same tree and clipped yew blocks 
punctuate the planting. Gleditsia trees create light shade where clipped Enkianthus perulatus 
is paired with Hakonechloa macra. Contact wwwnordffelicollection se 


Name Jinny Blom 
Born Leamington Spa 
England 

Training Was a 
psychologist before 
becoming a garden 
designer 

Chelsea History 
Designed The Healing 
Garden in 2002 for 
HRH The Prince of 
Wales; won a gold for 
Laurent-Perrier in 2007, 
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Jinny Blom 


AChelsea garden is a story. in my way of thinking, 
When you design you take inspiration from something 

and then you create something that is new. For the story 
of the Sentebale garden, there had to be a dwelling. This 


is the most important thing for any of us, a point where 
human beings can meet. Mine is a contemporary 
evocation of a traditional Lesotho roundhouse 

When I'm designing a non-Chelsea garden !'m trying 
to get to grips with place and the appropriateness of 
what I'm trying to achieve. Most of my UK gardens are 
attached to historic houses, which means looking at 
history, environment and contemporary usage. 

I'm someone who seeks synthesis of knowledge 
and | think landscaping is the greatest synthesis — it's 
people, the land, the sky, nature, materials. Everything 


'minterested in is synthesised in one 3D whole. 
The plants and the places are what excite me most. 
| really ike the variety of places | work in because they 
bring me into contact with the plants that are 
appropriate for that place. I'm working up in Scotland at 
the moment and doing the first part of the planting list | 
got this real surge of happiness, thinking of the high 
rainfall, acid soil, soft water, beautiful light, thinking’ can 
do three quarters of a mile of Rhododendron luteum on 
its own. Wow, that's going to be absolutely amazing 

The photos of my gardens often make it look lke al 
I'm doing is planting but every garden | make is highly 
structured. | start with a masterplan, always, The 
materials | use depend entirely on the garden and 

the nature of the original house. 


Chelsea Flower Show 


Jinny’s essential design elements 


1 Lasting interest 

Soft, billowing planting is underpinned by clipped shapes such as pleached 
trees and topiarised hedges. These often evergreen elements create interest 
in winter, when herbaceous planting has died down, 


2 Clean lines 

When choosing the materials for a garden, Jinny works backwards from the 
house. Here the clean lines of concrete and glass, which take their cue from 
the modern extension, are softened by the rich colours of the planting, 


3 Striking species 

The impact of a large swathe of a single species chosen for both its flowers 
and foliage can be dramatic. Jinny employs this to great effect n both large 
gardens and small, as seen here. 


2013 Chelsea garden 


Plot MAI6, 
Sponsor B&Q 
Contractor Steve Swatton 
Theme An isolated and 
beautiful country hit by 
poverty and HIV/AIDS. 
Sentebale means 

forget me not 


4 Native origins 

Jinny draws on the vernacular, both in planting and structure. Here she has 
augmented the grasses and wildflowers of the Scottish Highlands with lupins, 
Which have naturalised, creating rivers of blue through the meadow planting, 


A garden that evokes the varied landscape of Lesotho using plants familiar to UK gardeners, and the 
story of the charity Sentebale set up by Prince Harry and Prince Seeiso to help Lesotho's deprived 
children. The circular motif takes its inspiration from the country’s buildings, hats and blankets. Laser- 
cut Tuscan sandstone steps suggest striated mountains and lead through arid planting of pines and sea 
buckthorn to damp valleys where willows and large-leaved rheum and Darmera peltata dominate. Forget- 
me-nots and nemesias represent its beautiful meadows. Contact 020 7253 2100, www jinnyblom.com 


Profil 
Name Christopher 
Bradley-Hole 
jorn Brighton, 
England 
Training Dip Arch RIBA 
Chelsea History 
Five Gold Medals and 
two Best in Show. 


Christopher Bradley-Hole 


When | start a design, whether for Chelsea or for a 


private garden, | am looking for the uniqueness of the 
project. The first visit to a site, before you are caughtup 
in the technical details, is an invaluable opportunity to 
forma picture in your mind, At this stage I try to be 
open to all possibilities and let ideas flow. 

I think | am minimalist in the way | like things to be 
simplified rather than elaborate. The Chelsea garden 
has an underlying story but | hope you will be able to 
enjoy the garden purely as a composition. When | 
studied garden history and conservation, the gardens 
that most interested me were the 18th-century 
examples that had an underlying narrative. Itseems to 
me that, if there’s a philosophy to the garden, it will help 
to hold the design together. 


In considering a garden in north London, which 
connects to adjacent common land with old oak trees, 

| studied the surrounding landscape from aerial 
photographs. This revealed a nearby field pattern that 

| elt should be integrated in some way within the 
garden, so | introduced an abstract pattern of hedges 
torepresent a vestige of the original landscape. 

Hove the physical act of gardening. | have become 
particularly interested in pruning. 've worked alot with 
trees over the last few years and have learnt great deal 
from the tree nurseries in Germany and specialists such 
as Jan-Dieter Bruns. When | visited Japan | was hugely 
impressed that, even in the smallest garden, people 
seemed to be able to make room fora tree by pruning it 
and, in doing so, revealing its special character. 


Christopher’s essenti: 


os 
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Neutral space 2 Meeting point 
Spaces for contemplation are an important element in Christopher's designs Clipped beech hedging defines the meeting point between the contemporary 
Here a sandstone circle, capped with sawn sandstone, creates a neutral space building and the natural landscape in this private garden, The grass mount 


between house and field in a private garden in Suss 


serves asa sculpted form anda raised viewing point to the cherry orchard, 


fe. 


3 Shadow play 


The clean lines of this Pietra Serena s: 


in the courtyard of Pallant House Gallery in Chichester, Sussex. trees of this Oxfords! 


2013 Chelsea garden 


Plot MAIS 
Sponsor The Daily Telegraph 
Contractor Crocus 

Theme An English wooded 
landscape influenced 

by Japanese garden making 


sandstone paving, 
the cantilevered bench, creates opportuniti 


4 Structured informality 

beds of informally planted grasses and perennials, intersected by 
e rivers of gold, pink, red, purple and white beneath the mature 
re garden, 


ichis al 
play fro 


use’ 


for shador the trees 8, cre 


‘This design draws on the Japanese garden of 
Ryoan-ji to create an interpretation of the wooded 
landscape of England. Blocks of native box, yew 
and beech, suggests the remnants of the 
primeval woods. The lines cut through 
them, infilled with a rich mix of 
perennials and grasses, correspond 
to field patterns while three pools, set 
at different heights, suggest a winding 
river. Three hazels form the woodland 
canopy. A wooden path between the 
charred oak boundary wall and a colonnade of 
oak columns offers glimpses of the flowers and 
trees beyond. Contact 020 8939 1748, 
www.christopherbradley-hole.co.uk 


Profile 

Name Robert Myers 
Born London, England 
Training Diploma 
LA,CMLI, MSGD 
Chelsea History 

Five gold medals, this 
ishis eighth garden, 
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Robert Myers 


My starting point for any design is the client and the 
site. 'm trying to create something they'd have created 
themselves if they'd had the necessary skills and tools. 

| sit down at the drawing board and start churning 
‘out ideas until something clicks. It can happen very 
quickly or it can take days. | always start with hand 
drawings — the computer is too exact for this part of the 


Process, you want to be able to draw things, reject them, 


scribble on top of them — and | usually do it at night. 
When there are no distractions. 

Chelsea is an opportunity to experiment and try 
things out. Every time | do a Chelsea garden it feeds 
back into my other design work. 

My own garden is a bit of a testing ground but it's 
also a family garden full of football goals and slides. 


My wife is a landscape architect too and we have 
several designs for it but they've not been 
implemented yet. Somehow it's much easier 

totell other people what to do with their spaces 

than decide what to do with your own, 

If decking’s done well it's a beautiful material. Our 
Chelsea deck is made of slats of iroko, without grooves, 
I've been very inspired by designers like Geoffrey 
Jellicoe, Burle Marx, Dan Kiley. | get excited by exotic 
landscapes, be it southern Italy or Sri Lanka. | also like 
really well-used spaces in cities such as Barcelona and 
New York. Paley Park in Manhattan is just alittle space 
between two buildings but it has a wonderful grid of 
gleditsia trees, ivy on the side wall and an amazing 
waterfall at the back. It's a cool and beautiful space. 
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Robert’s essential design elements 


High spirit 

Capturing the spitt ofthe place isa starting point for Robert's 
designs, Here, re-use of vernacular materials links the rill and pool 
to its surroundings. 


2 Experimental elements 

Robert enjoys the chance to experiment with materials and other elements 
of design at Chelsea. Here the woven fencing for the Fortnum & Mason garden 
in 2007 suggests a flattened wicker hamper. 


3 Texture contrasts 

Contrasts in texture can be created with plants and structures as this 2009 
Chelsea design shows. Robert uses clipped evergreens such as box and 
multi-sters such as Rhus typhina, 


2013 Chelsea garden 


Plot MA2L 
Sponsor Brewin Dolphin 
Contractor Willerby 
Landscapes Ltd 

Theme British natives used 
ina contemporary way. 


4 Material unity 
Restrained use of materials unifies Robert's designs. Here the pale stone wall 


coping that retains a sloping oval lawn merges into the path edging, creating 
‘an elegant and cohesive lin. 


This design, a number of interlocking L-shapes, is a celebration of predominantly British native 
species, from the commonplace Rosa rugosa and Achillea millefolium to the rare and beautiful magenta 
Gladiolus illyricus and green-winged orchid Anacamptis morio, Pleached Acer campestre frame one 
side, while a steel and wood panelled wall, with a relief pattern of ovals, introduces a contemporary 
note on the other. A water wall feeds a canal that widens into a still pool where fla irises and water 
lilies can grow. Contact 01544 232035, www.robertmyers-associates.co.uk 
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% Michael Balston and 
in Marie-Louise Agius 
Plot MAIS 
Sponsor _ Delancey 
Contractor Willerby Landscapes Ltd 
Theme Acontemporary urban garden 
rich in shrubs and trees 


Visitors to the show will be able to step a little way into this urban garden 
ona wooden deck, lean on the glass balustrade and look across to the 
shrub-rich woodland planting that forms one side of this design composed 
mainly of organic shapes. A sinuous waterway, dropping down through a 
central pool and a series of small weirs, recalls the River Lea where the East 
Village, on the site of the Athletes Village at the Olympic Park, is being 
constructed. A mix of native and exotic trees creates a natural rhythm 
through the herbaceous planting. A contemporary seat of timber uprights 
and slatted glass provides a sheltered viewpoint down the garden. 

Contact 01380 848181, www.balstonagius.co.uk 


Jo Thompson 
Plot MA3 
‘Sponsor FERA (Food and Environment Research Agency) 
Contractor The Outdoor Room 
Theme Help stop the spread of plant pests 
and diseases 


A simple design of two contrasting parts creates a punchy visual message 
about the dangers of imported plant diseases and how their spread threatens 
the British landscape. An avenue of dying trees leading toa lifeless pool of 
black water frames one side. Beyond, a gravel path leads through allées of the 
soft, romantic planting normally associated with Jo Thompson, in shades of 
pale blue, lemon, green and white, to a seating area. Here a large split disc 
sculpture in slate by Tom Stogdon offers views to both parts. There's a 
deliberate edginess to this design: the concrete wall panels bear the patterns 
produced by magnified pathogens, and the trees, all British species, are ones 
that are already under threat or could soon be, from pests and diseases, 
Contact 01622 831536, www.jothompson-garden-design.co.uk 


Adam Frost 

Plot MA20, 

Sponsor — Homebase 

Contractor Landform Consultants 

Theme Family garden with room for edibles and wildlife 


Adam Frost has chosen a grid design for this garden, which was inspired by 
the Barnsdale Ornamental Kitchen Garden, and mixes ornamentals with 
fruit trees, hawthorn hedging, soft fruit, vegetables and herbs. A rectangle 
of lawn leads to a contemporary steel and stone outdoor kitchen in the 
centre, framed by drystone walls, which double as shelters for wildlife. 
‘This is a garden where children can dip for pond creatures in steel tanks 
and follow gravel ‘picking paths’ An oak arbour frames the eating area 

at the back of the plot. Steel elements link the different parts of the garden, 
while the oak bechive under the fruit trees is echoed in the shape of the 
water feature on the back wall. 

Contact 01572 812186, www.adamfrost.co.uk 


BS Brocance’6 seat diging see£)499) Deewraiye Acorn Finial £32 7a 7) 
A 4 cS 
“Garden experts since 1865 [Restaurant | 5 Year Guarantee on hardy plants 


‘€éntainer Planting Service 1 Expert advice 
z. O les 
‘) Stores across the\UK — check for details at www.dobbies.com 


Product prices are subject to changé- All products shim are subject to availabilty, while stocks last GARDEN CENTRES 
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Chris Beardshaw 

Plot RHW/1 

Sponsor Arthritis Research UK 

Contractor Keith Chapman Landscapes 
pi Theme Agarden that charts the experience 
of an arthritis sufferer 


A geometric design composed of three interconnected but discrete parts 
allows Chris Beardshaw to encapsulate the journey of an arthritis sufferer 
from initial diagnosis and confusion to living life to the full. Stepping 
stones lead from an open-sided glass shelter among woodland planting 
in blues, greens and whites to an open space framed by clipped yew 
hedges and a central pool with a contemporary sculpture. From here, 
the reclaimed stone path leads into a large rectangular garden, enclosed 
bya clipped box hedge, with two herbaceous borders filled with richly 
coloured flowers in shades of purple, orange and blue including Iris 
‘Supreme Sultan’ and Lupinus*Masterpiece’ 

Contact 01242 233311, www.chrisbeardshaw.com 


Roger Platts 

Plot MAIS 

Sponsor M&G Investments 

Contractor Roger Platts and NR Jupp 

Theme Chelsea show garden planting, 
through its 100-year history 


‘The theme of Roger Platts’s design is neatly encapsulated in the 2m-high 
Corten steel sculpture at the front of the garden, which traces the letter C 
twice: Chelsea Centenary. It also provides a window down the garden from 
the front section, representing contemporary show gardens with its formal 
planting of grasses, evergreens and perennials and a separate wildflower 
bed. The central section is filled with the romantic English flowers and 
shrubs and a rustic pavilion normally associated with Platts's designs. Other 
elements are borrowed from the first Chelsea gardens, with rocks, a pool 
and, beyond the garden wall, a thicket of holly, laurel and rhododendrons. 
Contact 01732 863318, www,rogerplatts.com 


Nigel Dunnett and 

The Landscape Agency 

Plot MAI3. 

Sponsor —_ Royal Bank of Canada 

Contractor Landform Consultants 

Theme Biodiverse roof garden that harvests rainwater 


‘A ccentral wetland, planted with eye-catching Meconopsis (Fertile Blue 
Group) ‘Lingholm’ and Primula bulleyana, is the powerhouse of this roof 
garden, enabling rainwater run-off to be harvested and circulated round the 
garden. Betula papyrifera trees and Cornus florida shrubs create privacy and 
areas of shade, which are underplanted with woodland species, while the 
open, sunny areas, and the green roof on the bird hide support a bright mix 
of perennials, bulbs and grasses, chosen to attract wildlife. A winding deck 
leads to shady and sunny seating areas and a terracotta living wall, planted 
with succulents, makes an unusual screen at the end of the garden. 

Contact 0114 2220611, www.nigeldunnett.info 

01904 691630, www.landscapeagency.co.uk 
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“vs FRENCH 
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4 > Brittany and Paris —lle de France 
Days with arranged private 
visits of innovative gardens 
www frenchgardenstoday.co.uk 
01423 326 300 


SUSAN 
WORNER 
TOURS 


Loire & Le Berry - 
Fruits of the Potager 


Potager gardens & cooking 
at La Prieuré d'Orsan 


www.susanwornertours.com 


01904 651 651 @ 


‘T ITALIAN TERRACE 


FOR GARDENS OF > 
DISTINCTION 


CHILSTONE 


of Tunbridge Wells 


Working with Jack Dunckley to prodi 
garden for the Centenary Chelsea Flower Show 
; VASES * OILJARS * PLAQUES * STATUARY 
wrvrw.chilstone.com Tel: 01892 740866 01284 789666 italianterrace.co.uk 


Rhododendron macabeafum 
at the East Village garden. 


Native trees such as this field maple 
‘Acer campestre play a big role. 


t 


Gathetine MacDoriald's Fresh 
garden for Susannah Hunter, 


Rainwater harvesting is an 
important theme this year. 
a ee 


Chelsea trends 


It's a showcase of the very latest in planting and design, 
with ideas that can influence what we do in our own gardens. 
Annie Gatti asks what we'll be taking away this year 


‘ative trees and shrubs have enjoyed more and more 
New at Chelsea in recent shows. But this year, 

they are grabbing our attention on Main Avenue as. 
well as on the smaller gardens, as several designers make them 
the focus of their gardens. This is good news for British growers. 
It’salso good news for visitors to the show as they will take away 
multiple images of how familiar species such as field maple, guelder 
rose, hornbeam, willow, hazel, hawthorn and horse chestnut can be 
used in imaginative ways: anchored in bold, geometric frameworks, 
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grown in pleached, multi-stemmed and other clipped forms, 
celebrated for their strong outlines and fresh green foliage. 

Fruit trees, especially mature apples and pears, are the tree 

of choice for Adam Frost, Andrew Wilson and Gavin McWilliam 
and several designers are reintroducing us to rhododendrons 
appropriately in the show’s centenary year, as they were much 
used in the first show gardens. Chelsea first-timer Marie-Louise 
Agius, working alongside Michael Balston, is hoping to make 
a4m-high Rhododendron macabeanum from Exbury a 


a er 


Chelsea Flower Show tiers 


yj (Fertile Mature fruit trees will 


‘Cyperus papyrus. 7 Blue Gfoup)'‘Lingholm:, be prominent this year. 


¥ \ 
Bae 4 | 
Representative tree trunks in The planned floating roof pavilion 


the Sénic Pangea Garden in the Cloudy Bay Discovery Garden. 


centrepiece of the shrub-rich East Village “Sustainability is a strong ‘Meconopsis (Fertile Blue Group) ‘Lingholm’ 
garden, which also features the less familiar i 
Japanese shrub Enkianthus campanulatus 


is likely to be the star plant, 


theme, as in recent years, and 
Several designers have stepped on 


with cream to pink bell flowers and flame-red Several designers have chosen to the Chelsea stage for the first time 

foliage in autumn. Ulf Nordfell has chosen their flowering plants with via Hampton Court Palace Flower Show and 

clipped Enkianthus perulatus, which bears pollinating insects in mind” seexhibitingin the Fresh category including 

white flowers, as a repeat motif in his design. 19-year-old Jack Dunckley, with a design that 
Grasses seem to be used more sparingly explores contrasting textures in equatorial 

but old favourites such as peonies,foxgloves, irises and plants. The Fresh gardens range from the uncompromisingly 

aquilegias remain popular. In damp zones cyperus sedges conceptual - Fernando Gonzalez’s The Sound of Silence evokes 

have been selected for their spiky flowerheads. a Zen ‘contemplative exercise along the road to enlightenment’ 
Sustainability isa strong theme and several designers have through a single bonsai tree and rocks made from a man-made 

chosen their flowering plants with pollinating insects in mind. acrylic stone — to a contemporary rendering of a sacred grove 

Water harvesting is also an important element, from a simple in The Sonic Pangea Garden that uses ten 6m-tall spears forged 

but in the Artisan garden for WaterAid, to the billabong and in steel and aluminium to suggest tree trunks. These flood the 

rainwater tank in Philip Johnson's Tralfinders Australian garden garden with sounds from nature. Blackened tree trunks in James 

and the wetlands of Nigel Dunnett’ rooftop garden where Basson's After the Fire design are a dramatic reminder ofa [ 
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Sitting Spiritually’s 
RHS Centenary Bench. 


jatural disaster — a forest fire — from which the landscape of 


southern France can gloriously recover. 

Garden buildings are absent from two of the main contenders 
for Best in Show — Christopher Bradley-Hole and Ulf Nordfjell, who has 
instead provided shade with a clean-lined timber pergola attached to a 
copper panel — but they have been imaginatively presented by Philip 
Johnson with a 3m? studio made from two timber-framed interlocking 
polygons which should offer the best bird's-eye view of the show. There's 
also Andrew Wilson and Gavin McWilliam with their open-sided 
pavilion capped with a fibreglass roof, which floats above a grove of 
copper rods in the Cloudy Bay garden. Jamie Dunstan's architectural 
shelter in the middle of his strongly angled design in the As Nature 
Intended garden is a melding of woven willow and clipped yew. 

For boundaries, most designers have chosen clipped trees or hedges. 
Interesting exceptions are Christopher Bradley-Hole’s charred oak wall, 
inlaid with a seam of flints; Robert Myers’ steel-framed patterned 
plywood panels; Jo Thompson's concrete panels imprinted with the 
shapes of magnified pathogens; and Catherine MacDonald's Fresh 
garden for Susannah Hunter, which uses panels of Susannah’s 
trademark appliqué leather. 

‘The design of trade stands is taken very seriously and many 
exhibitors employ garden designers for their planting schemes. Look 
out for Charlotte Murrell’s design for the BALI stand and Chris 
Gutteridge’s planting for SGD. A striking canopy of cirrus trees in 
rusted steel will rise above Marshall Murray's stand, which features 
new works by Walter Bailey, Barbara Myers, Rachel Ducker and Ben 
Barrell. And on the Sitting Spiritually stand, visitors can try out the 
RHS Centenary Bench, a limited edition design in oak influenced 
by the Arts and Crafts Movement. This handsome seat will be gifted 
to Hyde Hall after the show. 
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lott 
Elegant outdoor dining 
with the modular, oak 
Ala Carte system topped 
with dark grey worktop, 
for housing fridge, sink, 
storage, drinks cabinet 
and more, plus three-tier 
Porter trolley (pictured). 
Gaze Burvill, MA9. 


Landform in a small 
garden, with pools for reflection 
The Willmott Whyte Garden, FR3. 


Astream like no other, made of blue leather with 
appliquéd water lilies, covered with glass for reflection. 
The Massachusetts Garden, FR5. 


Communion sculpture by 
Tom Stogdon on the Hillier 
Nurseries stand. Also see 
Tom's striking 2m-tall 
Rural Town piece on his 
own stand, Great Pavilion, 
Hillier Nurseries, GPD11; 
‘Tom Stogdon, RGB1. 


Lots of ideas for green 
roof planting mixes, including alpine strawberries and 
herbs, on small structures such as bike stores and bird 
tables. Oxford Green Roofs, PLW1. 


Wild Davis, stunning mild steel rings sculpture in the 
shape of a tree fern, with a canopy spread of L6m, by 
Guild. Marshall Murray, FR38. 


The planted chaise longue, with Lippia nodiflora 
creating a soft cushion for the seat, and Alchemilla 
‘mollis and Eragrostis making a textured cover for the 
back. The Sonic Pangea Garden, FR2. 


Who said berberis is 
boring? Take a look at 
Berberis temolaica, a 
glaucous-leaved species 
with small yellow flowers 
in spring and purple- 
bronze leaves in autumn 
Cloudy Bay Discovery 
Garden, FRL 


Ideas for bringing a‘meanwhile space’ — a site, usually 
rundown, that's waiting for redevelopment — to life, with 
edibles, plants for wildlife and even art features, Great 
Pavilion, RHS Environment, Groundwork UK. 


A feathery-leaved, aromatic native Meum 
athamanticum with white flowers, like a more delicate, 
compact cow parsley. Get Well Soon garden, SEW8. 


SMALL SHIP CRUISING WITH NOBLE CALEDONIA —- BOOK BEFORE 30 JUNE 2013 AND SAVE £800 PER COUPLE 


Britain & Ireland in Bloom 


A springtime cruise of England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales aboard the MS Island Sky 
25th April to 6th May 2014 


Loch Bie 
Ade of Shyo 
Noble Caledonia can take you almost anywhere in the world you may care to Pith 
) y ) ) nikon 

go, but remember that some of the finest scenery, fascinating history and most ve 
§ es Svangiord Laugh, 
endearing people may be found close to home. In spring 2014 we shall be REPUBLIC py 

F RELA 
returning to many of our favourite places which have proven so popular with — EMEA, NCniiciheed 
our passengers. High on our list is the lovely traffic free island of Tresco in the itt, 
Isles of Scilly where the Abbey Gardens are an absolute ¢ t. Likewise, we SHIDO 

A Peale 

find it difficult to contemplate such a trip without a call at the island of Iona, a —_Texe 

ISLES OF 


“Alderney 


place of rare spiritual power and exceptional natural beauty scLy ¢" 


The MS Island Sky is one of the 


finest s 


O-= ‘our main emphasis particularly stunning in spring. energetic might prefera walk around MS Island Sky 
will be on gardens and without Day S - Dun Laoghaire, Dublin. Kilnaughton Bay : 
doubt we shall visit some of Day 9 - Colonsay & Lona. Start your 


all ships in the world with an 


the best in the Kingdom and Ireland, 
Added to these 


will also touch upon anc 


day with 2 walk on the attractive island 


atmosphere akin to a private yacht 


of Powersec of Colonsay. Explore the gardens 


or country hotel. With a maximum 
Japanese and walled gardens. 


und Colon 


jacana. dase passenger capacity of only 114, the 
Iron Age villages, mysterious standing ‘Mount Usher, a love natural woodland and coastal settin: ie poco 
‘The Itinerary Wales. From our berth at HoWheedwe Day 10- Inverewe, Loch Ewe 


Day | - Poole, In the afternoon, will embi 


all-suite vessel has the benefit of 


nes and early Christian culture gare 
Day 6 - Portmeiri 
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ally large accommodation 


areas and spacious outside de 


ious and fi 


ast Hi 


terranean village visit the splend 


the grandeur of the 


ors include a elegant bar, 


embark the MS Island Sky. Porte iams-Ells lest 
Day 2 - Sark & Alderney. We will extraordinary 


start the day with a morning an Sark, a 


and scenery we will 


brary and a sin dining 
room. Outside th 


deck where meals are served in warm 


id Inverewe Garder 


he shadows of Snow here windbreaks made of local 


beautiful and peaceful place where we pines provide shelter for an amazing 


weather under shade, a bar and 


will ist the lovely Seigneury Gardens. the most devi 


Capes tly tall ele et comfortable deck furniture. 
During lunch we will sail across Day 7 - Strangford Lough, Northern 


Alderney, visit the Alderney Museurn Ireland. This mon 


and stretch the lags on a cliff top walk 


admiring the dramatic views ough. After an ea land at the MacLeod 


Day 3 - Isles of Scilly. We will go we land on the eastern shore for an fegan Castle. Tour 


ashore and spend f 


moming on the afternoon at Mount Stewart. PI 
120s by Lady 


the beach along pretty, traffic free isa stunning mi 


tle and gardens, 


beautiful island of Tresco. Walk from inthe 


.donder Relax 


lanes to the Abbey Gardens, These ed planting in Skye and the Cuillin Hills 
amazingly attractive sub-tropical th give way toa Day 12 - Oban, Disembark this morning. 

gardens are an absolute delight and at 

this time of year will be at their most from every 

colourful. In the afternoon we will Day 8 - Gigha & Islay, Scotland Prices and Inclusions 

Bere beste St romciepadah De ies bet Special offer prices range from £3895 for a standard forward suite to 
rare charm which is totally unspoilt the be 


£6395 for an owner's balcony suite. Suites for sole use from £6043, 


" board the MS Island Sky on a full board basis with house 
vith lunch and din cd, expedition team, shore 


Day 4 - Waterford, Ireland, From we wil 
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‘our berth in the town of Waterford gardens of Achar Re ue 
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1 Isoplexis canariensis 

‘The Canary Island foxglove has distinctive 
serrated dark green foliage rising up the 
stems, topped with a beautiful copper-orange 
flower spike up to 1.5m tall. The plant 
features in Chris Beardshaw’s garden among 
aselection of other richly coloured flowers. 
Supplier Kelways, www.kelways.co.uk 


4 Allium cyathophorum 

var. farreri 

‘A native of China, this charming dwarf 
allium forms a clump of grass-like leaves, 
with flowers in a deep violet colour that 
gently nod from the top of 15cm stems. 
Flowers in late spring/early summer. Look out 
for this one in Chris Beardshaw’s garden. 
‘Supplier Hortus Loci, www.hortustoci.co.uk 


2 Viola corsica 

A large-flowered, lesser-known species of 
viola with deep violet-blue flowers. These are 
produced in profusion from spring through 
summer above a mound of green leaves. It 
will be among the planting that punctuates 
Ulf Nordfell’s refined hard landscaping. 
Supplier Crocus 


5 Selaginella kraussiana 
Astylish, matt-forming moss-like plant, 
perfectly positioned in the moist and shady 
conditions under the woodland canopy of 
Christopher Bradley-Hole’s garden. Choose 
either of the cultivars ‘Aurea’ or ‘Gold Tips’ 
for its bright green fronds that contrast 
well with other forms of green. 

Supplier Crocus 


3 Ligusticum lucidum 

Umbellifers are always a Chelsea favourite 
and this is a new one to the show, featuring 
in Jo Thompson's garden. Ligusticum lucidum 
isa perennial, producing masses of foliage 
and lacy white flowers in early summer. 
Perfect for a shady spot. Grows to 90cm. 
‘Supplier Keiways 


6 Trifolium repens ‘William’ 
Featuring in Jinny Blom's garden, this 
creeping dover will be among the plants 
used to represent Lesotho’s lush flowering 
meadows: The maroon-shaded green leaves, 
which darken through the season, along with 
its deep pink, pompom flowers, make this 
ornamental clover distinctive ground cover, 
‘Supplier Hortus Loci 


+ Please note that the appearance of these plants is dependent on weather conditions leading up to the show. 
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Tris ‘Sultan’s Palace 

Irises are something of a Chelsea classic 
strong appearance in both the 

Great Pavilion and show gardens. Look 

out for Iris Sultan's Palace’ in Christopher 

Bradley-Hole’s garden. This one is notable 

for its rich, jewel-like, maroon-red flowers on 

tall stems. Flowers May and June. 


Supplier Crocus, www.crocus.co.uk 


Starring tale ‘ 


Thousands of plantaere grown for the Chelsea show gardens}So we 
asked some of the major nursery suppliers to pick their favourites 


REL EVERTON 


living the passion for the 
RHS @helsea Flower Shou 


His cheeks are as a bed of 


spices, as sweet flowers: 
his lips like lilies, droppin. 
sweet smelling myrrh. 


oorcroft, living the passion for RHS Chelsea | 
2013 as both historic institutions celebrate a 
centenary of wonder in floral visions. 


These designs are three of five from the design studio of WL & Munstead Wood 
Moorcroft as the world famous art pottery celebrates her BPteaben 
centenary year in a blaze of colours and superb artistry. 

You will find all of these designs hidden in a table in 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council Garden, and for those that 
simply want to take Chelsea home with them following the 
spectacular gardening celebration as the iconic RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show reaches its 100th anniversary at the Royal Hospital, 
these five limited designs are available from all good Moorcroft retailers 
from late May onwards, 

Munstead Wood is not only the name of the famous Gertrude Jekyll’s famous garden, but of the most 
beautiful of all roses which blooms in a crimson tide of petals. Moorcroft designer, Kerry Goodwin, 
has lovingly flushed her tose, like the Munstead Wood rose itself, lightly in the bud and as the centre 
gradually reveals itself, it becomes a very deep, velvety crimson. The overall design of Munstead 
Wood has much the same natural flow. The coral-pinks of the Euphorbia Griffithii ‘Dixter! allow the 
Verbascum Clementine to dart like burnt-orange tropical fish complete with striking violet eyes into 
an exotic paradise created for Chelsea 2013. 


Height 10cm 


Yet this rose has an admirable suitor in the form of Kew, the name of a Moorcroft rose design and 
of the David Austin 40% Anniversary rose for the 250 anniversary of the Royal Botanic Garden's 
themselves. With heads of pure white and delicate lemon-shading at the base of the petals, it opens 
from apricot buds; this rose is a show winner, Bathed in a lid of Pictum Fern and Cow Parsley by 
Moorcroft designer, Nicola Slaney, the stunning ginger jar echoes the heart of a pure spirit. 


There is one Vase design from Moorcroft’s senior designer, Rachel Bishop, that will summon 
feelings of nostalgia in more than name alone. Named for Admiral Lord Nelson's lover. In 
the world of flowers, the Lady Emma Hamilton rose was released on the 200th anniversary 
of the Battle of Trafalgar, the pivotal naval battle of the 19th century Napoleonic Wars 
that cemented Great Britain’s naval supremacy for a century but at the cost of Admiral Lord 
Nelson's life. This rose has tight buds that are a most wonderful dark red with dashes of orange. 
When fully open, through the Moorcroft colour palate, the flowers have 
the appearance ofa ripe peach and float effortlessly arourid the vase, Set 
off against very dark, bronzy-green leaves Lady Hamilton's Rose pleads 
for her lover's attention against Polkadot Polly's mysterious, foxy pink LG 
and apricot hues. In the world of flowers, the gloves have been truly oe | 

taken off! Tel: +44°(0)1782 820500» Email enquiries@moorcroft.com 
Each vase is delicious, and fortunately is not competing for “Best in 


Sa = 
Spee s % 
Show. = = i j 
Please visit www.moorcroft.com for a f 8F Moorcroft retailers. J eo) r 
Alternatively, call us on 01782 820253 or enquiries@moorcroft.com 4 as Bi Zz 
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Best in show 
Before the curtain goes up on Chelsea’s centenary 


performance, here's a sneak preview. of some 
~ee===of the loveliest items available to. buy 


PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM STYLING AMY GRENHAM® 


Tp “=p I The traditional Chidcingstone Planter fs hat 
. as os built from wood. £250 from Sparrow & Finch, stand 
~ Le cwzn1992.861202, wwisparrowandfinchcouke 
The ‘Archie Jungle’ hat from Pachacuti supports 
‘tau {rater £54, stand EA107, 01335 300003, 
www panamas.co.uk. Books and cup, stylist’s own. 
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2 Gather your blooms in this French 
‘rug, £45, from Sparrow & Finch, as 
beforelProtect your hands in style with 
theSe Rendezvous’ gloves from Ethel 
150, stand EA25, 0800 783, 
drwethelglovesco.uk 


3 This Wardian ease was found na shed atthe 
Tregothnan Nursery. Tregothnan willbe selling replicas 
of the case, (think of them as a mini traveling 
greenhouse), for £295, stand MW2 and GPI3, 

(01872 520000, wwwtregothnan.co.uk 

4 Relax ona White Rose’ or Morrocan Rose’ leather 
2ppliqué eushion trom Susannah Hunter, stand PW2, 
£260 each, 020 7692 3798, www susannahhunter. 
com, Pictured on the 2-seater Calypso’ wooden 
bench in antique white, £199, from Hartman, stand 
RHW34, 0871 703 4100, www.hartmanuk.com. 

5 Jekka's Herb Farm and Canton Teas Co have 
teamed up to bring a new range of herbal teas to 
Chelsea, all in tea caddies bearing Hannah McVicar's 
ilustrations, £6-£750 each from Jekka's Herb Farm, 
stand SW1, 01454 418878, www.jekkasherbfarm.com. 
Cups stylist's own. 

6 This work jacket from Carrier Company will be 
available at Chelsea this year for £58, stand EA9, 
01328 820699, www.carriercompany.co.uk 

Location Photographed at a Griffin Glasshouse, stand 
RHW32, 01962 772512, www griffinglasshouses.com 


If you love being active, don't let back, 
joint or muscle pain get in your way. 
IBULEVE SPEED RELIEF MAX STRENGTH GEL 
has the power of Ibuleve's strongest 
painkilling formula. Pick it up in 

the healthcare aisle, and discover 
gardening made easier with Ibuleve. 


IBULEVE 


PAIN RELIEF - WITHOUT PILLS 
Contains ibuprofen. Always read the label. 


‘Theplants have always 
the real stars at Chelsea. 


Chelsea Flower Show iisiory 


C MMMM Y Ch elseut 


Rockeries, royalty and revelry: a look at the highs 
(and occasional lows) of 100 years of the Chelsea Flower Show 


WORDS AMBRA cowhi IDS PHOTOGRAPHS RHS LINDLEY LIBRARY 
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Queen Mary inspects a poek 
‘+ garcen atthe first Chelsea, 1983 


Chelsea timeline 


1913 First Chelsea Flower Show opens on 
20 May for three days 

1926 The General Strike threatens to 
disrupt the show, butin the end only 
delays for aweek, 

1951 A series of small tents is replaced by 
the Great Marquee, recorded by the 
Guiness Book of Records as the world's 
largest tent, at 34 acres, 

1950s RHS Secretary MrA Simmonds is 
alleged to have evicted scantily clad 
‘models from arock garden, on the grounds 
that ivestock of any kind’ may not be 
exhibited atthe show. 

1959 The Times becomes the first 
newspaper to sponsor a garden. The 
Garden of Tomorrow features the most 
‘modem aids tohortculture including a 
radio-controlled lawn mower. 

1962 Designer John Brookes presentshis 
first Chelsea garden. 

1977 Carpet bedding makes a comeback, 
with a display by the Royal Parks. 
Increasingly ambitious bedding displays 
‘soon become a popular annual feature. 
1988 Admissions ae lited to 4000 
day (cutting total admissions from 
250.000 to 160,000) and forthe first time, 
RHSmembers are charged for tickets 
(though they do get a members-only day). 
10,000 members resignin protest. 

1989 Horticulture Week asks: Why don't 
Chelsea gardens ever have sheds, dustbins 
‘or washing lines?” 

1998 An antique gnome protests against 
the banon hisbrethren by holding.a demo 
and blocking the entrance to the show. 
2002.4 new rigid paviion replaces the 
Great Marquee, whichis cut up and made 
into7000 jackets, aprons and bags. 
2001 A new category for sell gardens, 
‘Courtyard’ gardens introduced, folowed 
by the’Chic'and ‘City’ gardensin 2001 - 
categories continueto eval. 

2009 Jarmes May exhibits a garden made 
entirely of Plasticine 

2011 The first garcen since Babylon to 
hangin the air— Diarruid Gavin's 

Irish Sky Garden! 


“The Benchers became increasingly 
disenchanted with the noisy and 
malodorous proceedings, and by 1911 
the RHS was looking for another site” 


'n20 May 1913, the Royal Horticultural 
Society held its Great Spring Show in the 
grounds of Chelsea Hospital for the very first 
time. It was a roaring success. So many 
exhibitors applied to join the show that only 
half could be accommodated, but of the 244 
who made the cut, Kelways, Blackmore & 
Langdon and McBeans Orchids are still 
exhibiting a century later, 

The show, pronounced the Gardeners’ 
Chronicle on 29 May, ‘exceeded all 
expectations, ‘so large and numerous were 
the groups, and so magnificent the quality of 
the varied exhibits: A massive single tent 
extended over two acres, enclosing 84 ‘large 
groups of flowers, plants and shrubs’ and 95 
exhibition tables. Out in the open, there was 
a chance to indulge the huge popular 
appetite for rock gardening. The first Gold 
Medal for a garden went to J Wood of 
Boston Spa, with a rocky scene that might 
‘easily be imagined to be a bit of the 
Yorkshire Fells bodily transported South’ 

The Society's experience of shows had 
not always been so glorious. Its very first 
exhibit appears to have been a potato, 
proudly displayed by a Mr Minier in 1805. 
But there was no thought of involving the 
public until 1827, when the Council, 
desperate for cash (the Secretary having 
embezzled the funds and hot-footed it to 
France), decided to hold a féte at the 
Society's garden in Chiswick. It proved such 
a money-spinner that it was repeated the 
following year, despite fears of the 
‘dissipation’ such merrymaking might 
engender among gardeners. In 1829, 
however, disaster struck, in the form of 
torrential rain. Visitors, it was reported, 
stood ‘ankle deep in water oozing from the 


gravel; shrieks were dreadful and the loss of 
shoes particularly annoying’ This 
experience, of course, is perfectly familiar 
from Chelseas 1971 and 1995. 

More sober shows continued to be held 
at Chiswick over the next two decades, but 
petered out in 1857, as the Society ran out of 
money. But it was during this time that a 
non-competitive system of medals was 
introduced very similar to that employed 
today. A great new garden at Kensington, 
backed by Prince Albert, and intended as a 
more accessible show venue, hosted the first 
Great Spring Show in 1862, but proved a 
financial disaster. In 1888, Kensington was 
abandoned, and the Show moved to the 
Inner Temple. The Benchers, however, 
became increasingly disenchanted with the 
noisy and malodorous proceedings, 
and by 1911, the RHS was looking round 
for another site, 


Tea in a tent 

In 1912 there was no show at all, as the 

RHS lent its support to an international 
horticultural extravaganza staged in the 
grounds of Chelsea Hospital. This, however, 
served to demonstrate the suitability of the 
site on the Chelsea Embankment, with its 
easy access and commodious lawns. Though 
the RHS leased only ten acres (the 1912 
exhibition took 28), there was still room 

for 17 outdoor show gardens. The Royal 
Artillery Band provided music. Tea could be 
taken in the tent for 1 shilling or on the lawn 
for 1/3d. There was also an area presciently 
labelled ‘Second Class Refreshments. There 
‘was blood royalty in the shape of Princess 
Alexandra and horticultural royalty in 
Waterers of Bagshot, tree supremo RC > 


Chelsea Flower Show iiisior; 


SPRING 
FLOWER SHOW 


ROYAL HOSPITAL GARDENS 


H 


Projected plan for the 1921 Flower Show. 


> Notcutt and Allwood Carnations. All the 
key Chelsea ingredients were in place. 

‘A second successful show was staged the 
following May, but in August, war was 
declared. 1915 and 1916 saw low-key shows, 
but no more followed for the remainder of 
the war. When Chelsea resumed in May 
1919, the gardening landscape had changed 
beyond all recognition. Yet the aristos still 
turned up on the first day to tour the show 
with their head gardeners. The Hon Vicary 
Gibbs, or rather his gardener Edwin Beckett, 
continued to sweep the board with his 
mammoth vegetables right up until 1930. 


Garden theatre 

In 1929 came the first hint of how Chelsea 
would develop, with a dazzlingly theatrical 
triptych of gardens from California, 
representing a redwood grove, Death Valley 
and the Mojave Desert. In fact, many aspects 
of present-day Chelsea were already familiar 
in the 1930s. Judges deliberated and royalty 
admired before the show opened to the 
public. Overcrowding was already a 
problem, leading to timed tickets and 
reduced-price evening admission. Even the 
moans were similar — in 1931 the Daily 
Express was already calling for Chelsea 
gardens to be more down-to-earth. 

When war broke out, the Flower Show 
was cancelled for the duration, but an 
austerity Chelsea was staged, with 
tremendous effort, in 1947. The Coronation 
in 1951 was celebrated, as in 1937, with a 
great extravanganza of plants from around 
the Commonwealth. By the 1960s, the great 
rock gardens had fallen from fashion, and 
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the nurserymen who had dominated the 
show were about to give way to a new elite, 
the garden designers. 

In the half-century that has followed, 
Chelsea has continued to hold a mirror up 
to our gardening preoccupations. The 1960s 
espoused gardening for the masses. The first 
garden for the disabled appeared in 1967; 
wildlife gardens became increasingly 
popular from the late 1980s; the 90s 
were all about Lifestyle and Design. 

Chelsea has always been strong on 
nostalgia. But every few years comes a 
garden that breaks the mould — Christopher 
Bradley-Hole’s minimalist Latin Garden in 
1997, or last year’s haunting DMZ 
Forbidden Garden, that proved that even 
show gardens can have seriousness and 
meaning. Always belatedly, Chelsea has taken 
up ecological and social concerns — banning 
limestone, peat and rainforest timber, and 
encouraging children, prisoners and 
community gardeners to show their skills. 

‘Alex Denman has been running the 
show for the last five years. For her, what 
makes Chelsea unique is its heritage, its 
camaraderie, and its uncompromising 
commitment to excellence. “The quality has 
never faltered — from the glorious plants to 
the amazing gardens of recent years—and 
you don't get that excellence in both spheres 
anywhere else in the world.” 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show: A Centenary 
Celebration by Brent Elliott (Frances Lincoln, 
£25) is reviewed on page 113. 


Acentury of plants 


Chelsea is often defined by a 
few key plants. Here's a selection 
that have made their mark. 


1 Rhododendron ‘Pink Pear!’ 
Exhibited by Waterers of Bagshot, this 
was a star at the first Chelsea Flower 
Show in 1913, 


2 Meconopsis delavayi 

The first Chelsea introduced the ravishing 
blue Himalayan poppy, which was 
awarded a First Class Certificate. 


3 Rosa ‘Paul's Lemon Pillar’ 
George Paul had been showing his roses 
at RHS meetings for 58 years before 
receiving this Award of Merit at the first 
post-war Chelsea in 1919. 


4 Rosa Peace (='Madame A. Meilland’) 
The Peace rose, famously rescued from 
war-torn France, was introduced to Britain 
at Chelsea in 1948. 


5 Dicksonia antarctica 

Tree ferns became the statement plants of 
the style-obsessed 1990s, when there was 
a fascination with exotic planting, 


6 Iris ‘Quechee’ 

Christopher Bradley-Hole’s 1997 Latin 
Garden prompted a fashion both for 
sparse planting and for sumptuous 
bearded irises in wine shades, 


7 Streptocarpus ‘Harlequin Blue’ 

The Chelsea Flower Show Plant of the Year 
competition, for new introductions, was 
initiated in 2010. The first winner was this 
handsome small two-tone streptocarpus, 


8 Anemone ‘Wild Swan’ 
Blooming from May to November, with 
pure white flowers with blue backs, this 
shade-loving small anemone (40-45cm) 
was a popular winner in 201. 


9 Digitalis ‘illumination Pink’ 
This perennial foxgiove in exotic peachy 
pink scooped the prize in 2012. The 
branching spikes are attractive to bees, 
and flower from June to November. 


The RHS have also released an official centenary 
plant list. The public wil be asked to choose their 
favourite and vote both online via www.ths.org.uk 
andat the show. 
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Shopping at Chelsea 


This year the RHS Chelsea Flower Show is celebrating its 100th year, rich in horticultural 
quality and tradition. Here are 12 of the exhibitors you can see at the show, offering fantastic 
products and services all year round. Visit them at the show or give them a call — see how 
they can add that touch of Chelsea magic to your own garden space 


Capel Tenison's Border sundials make high- 
quality armillary spheres and other sundials 
Every sundial is handmade, engraved with 
your words and engineered to tell the time 
accurately wherever you are in the world. 
Come and visit us at Chelsea Flower Show 
on the Rockery Garden Bank. 

01873 840 297 RGB 9a 

www.bordersundials.co.uk 


Invitation to the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 
FREE cup of Clipper tea at Stand SRO 
with ‘Alice! ‘Cheshire Cat, ‘White Rabbit! 
Dodo; 'Knave of Hearts’ and the ‘Smoking 
Caterpillar’! Enchanting bronze sculptures 
lovingly modelled from Lewis Carroll's, 
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. 

07515 126 119 SRI3 

www.wonderlandbronze.com 


ICF 


From the RHS Shop, MA1 
Working in conjunction with the RHS. 
Whichford Pottery has created a 3D 
interpretation of a floral Union Jack ona 
classic halfpot to mark 100 years of The RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show. Each pot is imprinted 
with a commemorative stamp on the reverse. 
01608 684416 
www.whichfordpottery.com 


IAN GILL SCULPTURE 
Singing Lily Water Sculpture, is just one of 
many of lan’s amazing pieces on display at 
Chelsea this year. We produce a wide range 
of contemporary sculptures from corporate 
to courtyard. Limited editions also available. 
All handmade in the UK at our forge based 
in Hertfordshire. Commissions welcome 
01279 851113 RHW26 
www.iangillsculpture.com 


THE CUTTING TION 
Pw27 
Regular award winners Cutting Edge will 
again be displaying examples from their 
range of distinctive garden buildings, all with 
architectural appeal and designed with the 
discerning gardener in mind. 
01252 835735 
www.cuttingedgegarden 
buildings.com 


Quercus willbe demonstrating the importance 
of oak asa sustainable product, highlighting that 
allofits garden products are made using solid 
(Quercus Robur oak. This year's stands ahomage 
tothe nation’s favourite native tree and due to 
patented open weave design, Quercus fencing 
ages gracefully lasting for many years to come. 
01458 223378 RHW36 
www.quercusfencing.co.uk 


Pw3 
Cranborne Stone has supplied some of the 
UK's finest gardens and estates. Our beautiful 
range of handmade garden planters, vases, 
fountains, balustrade and benches, suit 
both the traditional and modern setting. For 
the keen gardener, our new 2013 garden 
catalogue will be available from the stand. 


01258 472685 


EA25 
Designed to fit the contours of a woman's 
hands, Ethel Gloves feature reinforced 
fingertips, an array of patterns to choose 
from and are completely machine washable. 


Fashion, function and protection, these 

gloves exist in a class of their own. 
0800 783 2202 
www.ethelgloves.co.uk 


Mws F 

The RHS Chelsea Centenary Bench is made RHW22 
under license to the RHS to celebrate 100 Hand forged rusted pyramids 
years of the Chelsea Flower Show. This inspired by traditional willow 
supports. See our arches, 
arbours and gates at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show. 

020 8464 5327 

www.secretgardens 
furniture.com 


beautiful Arts & Crafts inspired garden 
bench, made from FSC certified English oak, 
is limited to only 100 editions. 
01297 443084 
www.sittingspiritually.co.uk 


— 


WMA 


RHW30 
The Kadai is the best firebowl/BBQ on 
the market. It is available as an original 
from 35 to 180cm in diameter or as anew 
recycled at 60/70/80cm and makes a 
really impressive social centre piece. Quote 
GIMAY ‘to receive a free low stand with any 
cled kadai. See them at RHS Chelsea 


Flower Show or visit the website. 
01694 751283 
sales@kadai.com 
www.wilstone.com 
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Head gardéner“Tom Coward has 
Beganyreiivigorating the planting 
While-Staying tive tost@Spirit 


Sussex garden 


Past master 


The team at Gravetye Manor are busily restoring the gardens using the 
naturalistic principles defined by pioneering gardener, William Robinson 


TIM RICHARDSON sRAPHS RACHEL WARNE. 


In brief < 
Name Gravetye Manor: 
What Historic plantsman’s garden” 9 


ravetye Manor in Sussex was the home 
and garden for half a century of William 
Robinson. It was Robinson who initiated a 
crusade against the buttoned-up formality 
of high Victorian carpet-bedding, suggesting 
the use of hardy perennials in their place, 
and also advanced the notion that woodland 
and waterside areas could be actively 
gardened. Robinson believed that any and all 
plants — including exotics—could be useful 
subjects in a ‘wild’ garden, if deployed in the 
correct spirit. His books were arguably more 
influential in their day than Gertrude Jekyll’s, 
though his fame has now been wholly 
eclipsed by that of his Surrey friend. Perhaps 
Robinsonian thinking is due for a 
resurgence, since it chimes with so many 
contemporary preoccupations regarding 
naturalistic planting. 

Gravetye today has a dreamy and rather 
exclusive air, as a high-end country-house 
hotel. It was in fact one of the very first in 
that genre — its transformation begun by 
Peter Herbert, who bought the estate in 1958 
and remained in charge until 2004, during 
which time the garden gradually regained 
much of its old reputation. In 2010 City 
fund manager Jeremy Hosking (a long- 
standing patron of the hotel) bought the 
property and invited in Tom Coward, Fergus 
Garrett's deputy at Great Dixter, as head 
gardener, heading a team of six. Since then, 
‘Tom has been busy battling weeds and 
applying the Dixter method of intensive 
successional planting and utterly ruthless 


Sussex garden 


border management, where every plant is 
assessed daily for its qualities and impact. 

‘The main garden area is the so-called 
Flower Garden, directly behind the manor. 
Robinson's Flower Garden began life as a 
formal rose garden underplanted with 
carnations, Tom has decided not to try to 
‘restore’ it, but to garden in a contemporary 
way, which he feels Robinson would have 
liked. “We feel what we do is historically 
correct," he says, “because although you 
could research exactly what Robinson 
planted in 1885 and do it— that’s something 
Robinson himself would never have done. 
He was progressive. This approach is more 
respectful in its way—and more fun.” 

In spring to carly summer tulips take 
centre stage — the pink ‘Menton’ ‘Red Shine’ 
and ‘White Triumphator’ — alongside irises, 
bright cuphorbias and swathes of forget-me- 
nots. A lack of height is a potential problem 
at this time of year, since the borders have to 
be dug after each season as part of the weed 
campaign. Tom’s secret weapon is the stately 
giant Angelica archangelica, which grows and 
flowers quickly and early, lending some 
structural balance to the magnificent show 
of azaleas. Grasses are also used for bulk, 
notably the delicate wild barley Hordeum 
jubatum and, increasingly Pennisetum 
‘macrourum. Echiums — both E. vulgare and 


E-russicum —are also much in evidence, 
along with persicarias, lupins and Erigeron 
annus (“a wonderful thing”) while 


v 


Top left The rich plantings — led here by tulips and alliums ~ surge right up to the rear of the house 


and its central doorway with porch. 


Top right At the far end of the flower garden, a simple wooden pergola has been reconstructed: it 
provides visual support for the corner pavilion, which was a favourite spot of Robinson's in old age. 


Bottom left The vibrant colour palette used in the herbaceous plantings is partly an inheritance 
from Great Dixter, where Tom Coward was formerly deputy to Fergus Garrett 


Bottom right Much of the early summer interest is derived from foliage, though splashes of colour 
from the likes of these irises lift the scene while also pleasing the hotel guests. 
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». Dealing with weeds 
{Wher fomn arfived atthe garden three years ago, he instigated & 
Variety St policies aimed at eradicating'the ‘igs theltlower 
ted 


garden We du everything out and then cultivated Peally 
intensively Slots of tender perenhials, Biehhials, ahhudls ahd 
bulbs, Forg®t-mie-nots and ladybird poppies were particularly good 
for this. Then we dug it all up'agaiflafld put in'thifigs like dahlias. 
Andther technigile we use foF BindWeed is to plant grastes — 
mistanthuS)stipa, Caldmiagrostis ahd then use’ selective 

“herbicide (Blaster, for example) which Kills broad-leaves only.’ The 
Kitchen garden called for different tredtmenit,! We just dug it? 
#fassediit over aa then put chickens on it fora year. Inthe eftd a 
lot of thé weed managefnent here is about hand-digging.” Tom 


concludes. “The chemicals do work, but not a5 well as people say” 


Sussex garden 
— ; - 
@giffe combination of irises*and tulips'in ‘the, 
bed at the rear of the house'isireminiscént 


of the work of the late Christopher Lloyd. 


Opposite A wide range of textures, colours 
and fotms is packed into a small space in’ 
the various sections of the Flower Garden. 


> Californian and ladybird poppies provide 
bursts of colour, 

Roses are also in evidence: favourite 
cultivars include ‘Glyndebourne’ and The 
McCartney Rose (='Meizeli’) — Tom worked 
for the ex-Beatle early in his career. Species 
roses were important to Robinson and Tom 
is reinvigorating the population of Rosa 
glauca, R, setipoda, R. x odorata “Mutabilis’ 
and R. moyesii (this last had Robinson in 
raptures when it was brought back from 
Tibet). “Eventually, I want it to look like an 
old rose garden,” Tom says. 

The Flower Garden feels quite contained 
in its quiet magnificence, so it is only the 
more intrepid hotel guests who stroll up the 
path by the azalea bank, across the long strip 
of croquet lawn and up and into the 
woodland garden, which extends across the 
hillside above the manor house. This was the 
heart of Robinson's project at Gravetye and 
is now a work in progress. Tom is 
determined to recapture something of its 
original atmosphere, while extending the 
season of interest well beyond springtime 
with the addition of persicaria, crocosmia, 
asters and Verbena bonariensis, to 
complement the magnolias, davidias and 
other fine mature trees. 

A little farther, and the visitor is 
rewarded by the kitchen garden, made in an 
unusual oval shape on the sloping site to 
match Robinson's prescription for 
maximum sunshine. As might be expected, 
vegetable and fruit production for the 
restaurant table is one of Tom's priorities. 
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Gravetye's@Btting, in the fi 
‘SUBSERS key to its atm 
ed this its mo: 


There are other notable historic areas to 
Gravetye, several of which are soon to be 
awoken again. Leaving by the south door via 
the Little Garden, with its fine Romneya 
coulteri, a set of steps takes one down and 
‘out’ of the garden to the Long Border at the 
foot of the high wall bordering the Flower 
Garden. This was infested with weeds but 
‘Tom has big (and complex) plans, including 
the use of “a fantastic verbena called 
‘Lavender Spires’ which I can't wait to plant 
— it grows to about 6ft tall” From here one 
can walk down to Gravetye’s two lakes, 
which were once renowned for their 
waterlily collections. Tom’s intention is to 
restore these and also restock the lily tank in 
the Flower Garden with some of the choicest 
specimens, as in Robinson's day. It will be 
pleasant indeed to be able to enjoy a cup of 
tea and a slice of cake while contemplating a 
magnificent member of the genus 
Nymphaea at eye level. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Gravetye Manor, Vowels Lane, 
West Hoathly, Sussex RHI9 4LJ. 

Tel 01342810567 

Website www.gravetyemanor.co.uk 
Readers’ Day On 21 September writer Tim 
Richardson and head gardener Tom Coward 
will host a special Readers’ Day at Gravetye 
Manor. Tim and Tom will both give talks, after 
which guests can enjoy a champagne lunch, 
followed by a guided tour of the garden. For 
full details go to page 11. 


of Tom’s 
favourite plants 


1 Angelica archangelica 
This self-sower provides height early in 
the season, It’s great because it's easy 
tomove about - you can edit it. RHS H4, 
USDA 4a-9b'. 


2Lychnis flos-cuculi Jenny (='Lychjen’) 
| just like ragged robin — this one is a 
double form and along season. It has a 
good strong pink colour, which can go abit 
psychedelic with the ladybird poppies. 
USDA 4a-8b. 


3 Lupinus ‘Morello Cherry’ 
This has the longest flowering season of 
any lupin. Masterpiece’ has a better colour, 
but in many ways this is the best lupin. 
USDA 4a-8b, 


4.Clematis ‘Miriam Markham’ 
Thisis one of the plants associated with 
Gravetye: it's named after the wife of 
Ernest Markham, who was Robinson's 
head gardener. USDA 4a-9b. 


Centre Tom Coward, head gardener at 
Gravetye Manor. 


5 Camassia leichtlinil 

We have this in the orchard. Naturalised 
bulbs in long grass is something Robinson 
‘was known for, from the 1880s especially. 
AGM* USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Orlaya grandiflora 

Fergus [Garrett] introduced this having 
seen it in Hungary. I's another plant with a 
00d long season and it combines well 
with the ladybird poppy. AGM. 


7 Davidia involucrata 

We have an enormous specimen, one of 
the oldest in the country, which may even 
bean original introduction given to 
Robinson by [plant collector] Augustine 
Henry. It combines well with the azaleas, 
‘AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-8b. 


8 Rhododendron luteum hybrids 
The plants on the azalea bank have always 
given us a free hand with colour. If it was all 
pastels it would be quite different. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 


Sussex garden 


Fd ? Julia) 'ylie;continues her series oncontainer planitin ng, thistssud) 
’ « focusing ¢ ‘on plants ae 


lar, With pollinat y 


Daredevils 


| first saw these two sel 


fseeding perennials cascading down a rocky bank together, in a very 


exposed country garden in which I worked ten years ago. The owner was a'plantaholic’ and 
avidly grew plants for her own garden and to sell for charity. We were always struggling to 
find homes for the new arrivals in the already brimming borders and had to protect the 
tender ones in winter. This pair however flowered effortlessly all summer, growing where 
not many would have dared, So they are perfect for containers, which if placed on a wall, 
near paving or gravel, will result in offspring colonising any available crack or space. 


How to achieve the look 
Cultivation and care 
Geranium pyrenaicum ‘Bill Wallis'is 
sometimes difficult to find, because 
nurserymen don't appreciate its prolific 
seeding tendencies. Agapanthus, whose roots 
relish being constrained, are alternatives — 
| once admired them partnering erigeron 
daisies, which were peeping through a white 
picket fence in an Australian front garden. 
These plants would also work well beneath 
potted olive trees. They are very attractive to 
bees and butterflies and will flower profusely 
from spring to late sumimer. Remove spent 
flower stems, Cut back the daisies in late 
winter. Grow both the erigeron and geranium 
from seed, or buy in 9em pots if possible 


because they are quick to establish. Plant in 
pots in sun or part shade in well-drained 

loam-based compost (John Innes or similar) 
and water regularly, especially in dry weather. 


Container 
This long wooden box was built for the safe 
delivery of party glasses. A similar container 
could be made out of reclaimed scaffold or 
floorboards. I's worth using wood for 
containers if possible, because itis breathable 
and does not experience the same 
temperature fluctuations as metal containers, 
soit provides more natural growing 
conditions, especially on exposed roof 
terraces or coastal sites. 


planting ideas 


These are both very attractive to 
bees and butterflies and will flower 
profusely from spring to late summer. 
1 Erigeron karvinskianus 
Amount 57, Height 15-30em. 
‘Season Flowers May-November. 
AGM" RHS H3, USDA 6a-9b 
2 Geranium pyrenaicum ‘Bill Wallis’ 
Amount 57. Height 30cm, 
‘Season Flowers April-September. 
RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b, 


Supplie 

Cotswold Garden Flowers Te! 01386 
422829, wwwegtinet 

Whitewater Nursery Tel 0118 932 
6487, www.whitewaternursery.co.uk 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given 

where available. 
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Meadow styling 


‘These plants will always remind me of Sarah Price’s garden at 2012 Chelsea Flower Show, 
where she used them to great effect under a grove of multi-stemmed silver birch trees. As one 
of her team of planters, I found some peaceful respite from the busy show ground while 
helping to create the mossy woodland corner. I was entranced by how the lime green leaves 
and delicate rice-like flowers of the grass Melica altissima caught the light and allowed the 
dark blue aquilegias, bright pink silene and tiny pink flowers of Geranium robertianum to 
gleam in the dappled shade. These marble-like pots of concrete and recycled polystyrene 
capture a memory of the meadow in that tranquil space. 


k 


Cultivation and care 

After the flower show | planted a similar 
composition along a shady path in my garden. 
The silene (red campion) flowered on and off 
throughout the summer, even though | had 
only planted them as tiny plugs the previous 
autumn, The melica seedheads also looked 


wonderful for most of the summer, but can be 
cut down after flowering to encourage a fresh 
flush of leaves and flowers — either way, the 
spent foliage and seedheads will need to be 
removed in late winter, because they start into 
growth from the base very early in the spring. 
Deadheading the aquilegias can encourage a 
second flowering, but leave a few seed heads 


R 


tomature, because they, the silene and the 
geranium will self-seed readily. Occurring 
naturally in alkaline, free-draining meadows, 
woodland edges and hedgerows they will all 
appreciate a rich loam-based, free-draining 
compost. Ensure containers have good 
drainage and holes. 


Container 
These stylish recycled pots look lke stone or 
marble and can be painted to great effect, but 
unfortunately are not as ‘eco’ as | first thought, 
because they are made with concrete in order 
to recycle the polystyrene. Salvaged terracotta 
pots would be more sustainable. 


These all attract pollinating insects 

1 Silene dioica 
Amount 3-5. Height 60cm. 
Season April-Nov. USDA 5a-9b. 

2 Aquilegia alpina 
Amount 3-5. Height 45cm 
‘Season April-May. USDA 4a-7b. 

3 Melica altissima ‘Alba’ 

Amount 5-7, Height 60cm, 
Season AprilJune. 

4 Geranium robertianum 
‘Amount 1-2. Height 10-40cm. 
Season Pink flowers early spring 
onwards. RHS H4, USDA 5a-10b. 


Crocus Te! 0844 557 2233, 
www.crocus.co.uk 

Whitewater Nursery Tel 0118 932 
6487, www.whitewaternursery.co.uk 


NOTE: All quantities and plant sizes 
may vary according to container 


Holiday snapshot 


While walking through olive groves in Tuscany two summers ago, I was excited to see 
Dianthus carthusianorum, Centaurea nigra and Daucus carota flowering on the grassy 
banks, where they were able to escape the farmer's fastidious strimmers. I was so inspired 
that on our return to London I planted a group of three olive trees in our new empty 
garden with a similar collection of wildflowers and grasses beneath them. The olive trees 
screen the overlooking windows and along with the wildflowers transport me back to 
those dreamy days in the Tuscan countryside. 


How to ac 


Cultivation and care 
| have substituted the perennial wild carrot 
with the similarly white lacy annual Orlaya 
grandiflora — Ammi majus would also work. 
Plus | have squeezed in the ladybird poppy for 
aclash of red and pink — it looks fantastic at 
Great Dixter, seeded among the silver-leaved, 
shocking magenta-pink-flowered Lychnis 
coronaria. | have also added a few clumps of 
Allium sphaerocephalon, whose small 
egg-shaped buds will soon swell and form 
claret-coloured cones. 

For the annual orlaya and poppies to 
flower so early inthe year, the seeds need to 
be sown September-October. Sow directly 
where they are to flower or into cell units or 


individual pots, to avoid disturbing their roots. 
There is still ime to sow the seeds — until the 
end of May — directly where you want them to 
flower later this summer. Or the perennial 
dianthus, centaurea and daucus can also be 
grown from seed, but won't flower in their first 
year — for more instant gratification buy them 
as plug plants or in pots. 


Container 
Place the pot in an open sunny site, with free- 
draining loam-based compost with added 
hydroleca or grit. Water regularly, because 
they are at your mercy ina pot. One that isa 
similar size to this water tank will help to make 
them feel as if they are growing in the ground. 


planting ideas 


These all make great cut flowers. 

1 Orlaya grandiflora 
Amount 5-7 Height 60cm, 
Season May-Oct. AGM. 

2 Papaver commutatum 
Amount 2-3, Height 45cm. 
Season Late spring to early 
summer, AGM. RHS H4. 

3 Dianthus carthusianorum 
Amount 3-5. Height 40-60cm, 
‘Season May-Sep. USDA 5a-9b. 


Jppliers 

British Wild Flower Plants 

Tel 01603 716615, 
www.wildflowers.co.uk 

Emorsgate Seeds Tel 01553 829028, 
www.wildseed.co.uk 

Seedaholic Tel +353 (0)98 50666, 
www.seedaholic.com 


ct 
For more of Julia's work 
g0 to wwn.juliawylie.com 
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tguilegias 


Combining ease of propagation, delicacy 
and elegance; these flowers have long been 
a favourite with professional gardeners 


RDS JOHN MOYLAN INNAICK GUITTENY 


not dry out. 
ee-draining soil 


AQUILEGIA CHRYSANTHA 
A species found in the coniferous forests 
in New Mexico and Arizona, it has 
swept-back pale yellow flowers and 

‘ous foliage. On warm days the flowers 
Bre delicately scented. It varies in height 
‘between 60cm and 90cm. USDA 32-8b’ 


John Hoyland is 
anurseryman 
and owner of 
Pioneer Plants 
in Letchworth. 
He is a regular 
feature writer 
for GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED. 


“Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

fromthe Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
Hardiness ratings 

given where available. 


plant profile aquilegias 


‘ou never know when the urge to 

grow a particular plant is going to 

strike, Hanging in London's 
National Gallery is a small painting labeled 
simply ‘Flowers in a Vase: Rachel Ruysch: 
about 1685. Towering above the lilies, roses 
and peonies in the painting is a group of 
exquisite aquilegias. The flowers are so 
delicate and elegant that you immediately 
want to grow them. 

‘The appearance of the flower in this and 
carlier paintings is an indication of how 
Jong gardeners have been growing 
aquilegias. Ease of culture and of 
propagation, combined with long-lasting. 
flowers, have made it popular with 
gardeners for centuries. 

‘The genus is widespread throughout the 
northern hemisphere from North America, 
across Europe into the Himalayas and out as 
far as Japan. Plants are variable in height 
from 10cm to over Im and the flowers 
encompass the whole colour spectrum. The 
most striking feature of the aquilegia flower 
is the way that each of its five petals has 
developed into a spur that contains nectar. 
The size and shape of the spurs varies 
greatly, giving a wide range of flower shapes. 

A. longissima, from the southern states 
of the USA, has spurs that are up to 12cm 
Jong, with the result that the flowers look 
like a bright-yellow comet shooting through 
the garden. The cut-flower industry has 
used it to develop lots of long-spurred 
hybrids. These look impressive in bouquets 
but do not stand up well to the rigours of 
life in the garden and tend to be short-lived. 
As its name suggests, A. canadensis grows 
further north in the continent. It has soft 
yellow and red flowers and was introduced 
to Britain at the end of the 17th century > 
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> byplant hunter John Tradescant. The 
most widely-grown Asian species is A. 
viridiflora (below right), which is often 
marketed as A. ‘Chocolate Soldier. The 
flowers have chocolate-coloured petals 
that are surrounded by olive-green sepals. 
‘What really sets it apart is the spicy 
perfume the flowers pump out on warm. 
days, It is easily swamped in the garden so 
grow it in a raised bed or terracotta pans. 

Enjoying similar conditions is A. 
flabellata, a low-growing compact plant, 
about 20cm tall, with dainty powder-blue 
and white flowers, Although now rare in 
the wild, A. flabellata is native to central 
Japan. A particularly beautiful form (and 
my own favourite aquilegia) is A. 
‘flabellata var. pumila f. alba (page 82). It 
has a mound of glaucous foliage and a 
smothering of small white flowers. It used 
to be called A. flabellata ‘Nana Alba’ and 
still goes by that name in most nurseries, 

In Europe the azure blue flowers of A. 
alpina (page 81) light up alpine meadows. 
The Alps are also home to the dark, 
almost black, flowers of A. atrata (right). 
‘The most widespread European species is 
A. vulgaris and the ease with which it 
cross-pollinates has led to hundreds of 
cultivars and hybrids. 

Named last century for Charles 
Darwin's granddaughter, A. vulgaris var. 
stellata ‘Nora Barlow’ (page 79), has been 
around since the 17th century. The 
flowers are a ball of tightly packed pink 
and white petals that have a green tinge. 
Several seed strains have been produced 
that have the same flower shape. Some 
hybrids, such as A. ‘Flamboyant’ (above 
right), have such a density of petals that 
they create a pompom shape. 

The ease with which the genus cross- 
pollinates has produced an immense 
variety of flower colour and shape, but 
this has come at the cost of stabil 
Although there are some seed strains that 
produce offspring that are roughly similar 
to their parents, most progeny will be 
different. Named cultivars can vary 
widely, so don’t expect uniformity in 
aquilegias. Grow them not for their 
regularity but for their wild diversity. 
Look again at Rachel Ruysch’s painting. 
Her flowers are white, tinged with green 
or washed with blue: each one different; 
each one as beautiful as the next... 

+ John’s pick of aquilegias continues 
over the next six pages 
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AQUILEGIA ‘FLAMBOYANT’ 

Selected and named by Aquilegia National 
Collection Holder, Carrie Thomas, the 
flowers consist of at least five rows of furled 
petals that form a dense pompom. The 
petals are white, deepening to soft pink at 
the spurs and are sweetly scented 

USDA 3a-8b. 


A. VULGARIS ‘GOLDEN GUINESS' 

A popular hybrid named A. vulgaris ‘William 
Guiness’ has eye-catching dark-purple and 
white flowers. A seedling with bright-yellow 
leaves found growing amongst a group of 
the plant was isolated and name A. ‘Golden 
Guiness The foliage is brightest in full sun. 
Height 75cm. 


A. VIRIDIFLORA 

A demure and elegant plant that is atypical 
of the usually extravagant flowers of the 
genus. It thrives on well-drained soils in 
places where it is not competing with other 
plants. Grows to 25cm tall. USDA 3b-9a. 


A. ATRATA 
Found in the wild growing in low-lying 
damp Alpine meadows, this species prefers 
rich, moist soil, The dark colouring of its 
almost black flowers can be seen in many 
hybrids. The widely-branching stems grow 
to about 60cm tall. 


A. VULGARIS VAR. 

‘STELLATA ‘NORA BARLOW’ 

The tight buds are apple green and this 
colour stays on the tip of the petals as the 
flower opens into a ball of pink and white 
flowers. This is a very old cultivar that was 
named by Alan Bloom in the 1960s. One of 
the few aquilegias that lasts as a cut flower. 
Height 80cm. AGM": RHS H4, USDA 3b-10a. 


plant profile aquilegias 
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AQUI JULGARIS VAR. 
STELLATA "BLACK BARLOW" 

‘The Barlow series of aquilegia are a group 
of stable seed strains that have the same 
spurless pom-pom shaped flowers as A. 
vulgaris var. stellata "Nora Barlow. The 
plants have tall, strong branching stems 
that have three to five flowers at the top. 
Height 80cm. RHS H4, USDA 3a-9b. 


A. ALPINA 

As its name suggests, a species that is 
native to the Alps. It grows at higher 
altitudes and in drier situations than 
A. atrata. tis a compact plant, about 
30cm tall with large flowers, at least 
5m wide. The tips of the petals are 
gently curled outwards. 


A. VULGARIS VAR. STELLATA 
‘BLUE BARLOW’ 

Another of the Barlow series that flowers in 
the second year after sowing seed. These 
inky-blue flowers do not stand up to wind, 
so should be grown in a sheltered spot. Not 
long-lived but will usually seed itself 
around. Height 80cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


A. VULGARIS (VERVAENEANA GROUP) 
‘WOODSIDE BLUE" 

The gold and green marbled foliage sets 
this apart. introduced by Marvin Feesey 
from Devon in the 1980s, this was the first 
stable seed strain with marbled foliage. Not 
as floriferous as other aquilegias, its 
admirers grow it for its unusual foliage. 
Height 45cm. USDA 3a-8b. 


A. VULGARIS ‘ADELAIDE ADDISON’ 

An old cultivar with double flowers that 
have dark blue outer petals and white and 
blue inner ones. itis raised from seed and 
the flowers are variable. The flower shape 
tends to remain with the degree of 
blueness changing. Alll forms are 
beautiful. Height 75cm. 


plant profile aquilegias 


Cultivation 


+ The north American species such 
as A. canadensis, A. chrysantha, A 
coerulea and A. longissima grow 
best in deep, rich soil that does not 
dry out. The alpine species, A. alpina 
and A. atrata, prefer a more free- 
draining soil. All do best in dappled 
shade. However, aquilegias are very 
tough plants that adapt quickly to 
their growing conditions and will 
even grow in poor soil in full sun. 
Some of the tall forms of Aquilegia 
can blow over in even gentle winds, 
so may need to be staked, Put the 
stakes in early on in the season so 
that the foliage has a chance to 
cover them up. 


+ Aquilegias are prolific self-seeders 
and if you are growing several 
cultivars in the garden the progeny 
may not be the colour or size that 
you want. To avoid unwanted guests 
cut down the flower stems before 
they set seed. 


+ Be wary of named cultivars. These 
will probably be seed-raised and 
may not be what you are expecting. 
Gertrude Jekyll wrote 
enthusiastically about a white- 
flowered form with grey-green 
foliage and flower stems about 
90cm tall. You can find it in nurseries 
as A. vulgaris ‘Nivea’ but plants for 
sale vary in height and foliage 
colour. This doesn’t matter if what 
attracts you are the white flowers 
but if you were hoping for tall spires 
and get a 30cm-high mound, you 
may be disappointed. 


81 


Where to see 


NATIONAL COLLECTION 

+ Touchwood Plants, 
4, Clyne Valley Cottages, Killay, 
Swansea SA2 7DU. 
Tel 01792 522443, 
www.touchwoodplants.co.uk 


Where to buy 


SEED 

* Chiltern Seeds, 
Crowmarsh Battle Barns, 
114 Preston Crowmarsh, 
Wallingford OX10 6SL. 
Tel 01491 824675 
www.chilternseeds.co.uk 

+ Plant World Seeds, 
St. Marychurch Road 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 4SE 
Tel 01803 872939, 
www.plant-world-seeds.com 

+ Secret Seeds, 
39 Lawford Mews, 
Waterloo Road, Bristol BS2 OPN 
Tel 07870 389889, 
www.secretseeds.com 

+ Touchwood Plants, 
details as above. 
www.touchwoodplants.co.uk 


PLANTS 

+ The Beth Chatto Gardens, 
Elmstead Market, 
Colchester CO7 7B. 
Tel 01206 822007, 
www.bethchattoshop.co.uk 

+ Kevock Garden Plants, 
16 Kevock Road, Lasswade, 
Midlothian EH18 1HT. 
Tel 0131 454 0660, 
www.kevockgarden.co.uk 

+ Long Acre Plants, 
Chariton Musgrove 
Somerset BA9 8EX 
Tel 01963 32802, 
www.plantsforshade.co.uk 


With thanks to Carrie Thomas at 
Touchwood Cottage Garden, where 
this feature was shot. 
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AQUILEGIA BIEDERMEIER GROUP 

The Biedermeier group of aquilegias is a 
seed mix of compact plants with white, pink 
or purple flowers, The flowers are often 
upward-facing. They are short-lived 
perennials which because of their stature, 
about 30cm tall, are best suited to raised 
beds on containers. USDA 3a-9b. 


A. COERULEA 

Native to the Rocky Mountains from. 
Montana to New Mexico. In the wild the 
flowers are variable in colour from pale 
blue, white and pale yellow. This is the 
cream and white version. Typically, the 
flowers are bi-coloured with the petals 
a different colour from the tepals 
Height 50cm. 


A. FLABELLATA VAR. PUMILA F. ALBA 
A charming and irresistible form, combining 
all the best qualities of the genus. The white 
tubular flowers are held clear above the 
glaucous foliage. The tips of the petals are 
tinged with a green hue. A compact plant 
that grows to about 15cm tall 


A. CHRYSANTHA X FRAGRANS 
Aquilegia hybridise with abandon. 

This beautiful seedling, from National 
Collection holder Carrie Thomas, is 

the result of a liaison between A 
chrysantha and A. fragrans. thas the 
charm of both parents and has inherited 
scented flowers from A. fragrans. 


A. VULGARIS VAR. STELLATA 

The stellata forms of Aquilegia vulgaris are 
often referred to as ‘clematis flowered 
aquilegia: The spurless petals appear to 
have been flattened, giving the flowers a 
rounded shape. The colour of the flowers 
varies but pinks and whites dominate. 
Usually about70em tall 


plant profile aquilegias 


Mark Straver 


This expert supplier has gathered a host of loyal 
designers who admire his pursuit of plant perfection 


JODIE JONES 


for Chelsea show gardens but, if there were, Mark. 

Straver would have a shelf full. For the last 13 years, he 
has been supplying specimens to the very best designers in this 
country, both for their show gardens and their private clients. 

“Really I run a personal shopping service for landscapers,” 
Mark says. “Although for show gardens I am part plantsman, 
part psychiatrist. When you meet a new designer at Heathrow 
at 4am to source plants for their first Chelsea, you know you 
are going to go to hell and back with them over the next nine 
months.” And like all relationships forged in adversity, they 
tend to last. Tom Stuart-Smith’s 2001 garden was the first Mark 
collaborated on at Chelsea, and they have worked together 
every year since, Other clients include Cleve West and Jinny 
Blom. They know he can help them to win gold. As Jinny says, 
“Thave a troublesome passion for everything to be as good as 
it can be, When I met Mark, I realised I had met my match.” 

Certainly to say Mark is driven would be an 
understatement. He set up his first nursery business when he 
was 19 and for most of the last 25 years he has worked seven 
days a week. Yet until he was 16 he had a privileged public 
school upbringing, reared game birds in his bedroom for fun 
and spent his free time salmon fishing and shooting, 

This charmed existence was funded by his grandfather's 
successfull commercial nursery. “Not that I ever went anywhere 
near it” says Mark. I really wasn't interested in gardening 
at that stage.” But everything changed when Mark was 16. 

His grandfather died, leaving the family with a crippling 
inheritance tax bill. “I was hoiked out of Wellington College 
and sent to the local tech. I lasted a fortnight, then decided to 
jack itin and earn some money.” He worked for his father at 
the nursery, learning his plants by taking thousands of cuttings 
of one shrub after another. “I’ve never had any formal training, 
but you can learn a lot on the job like that.” 

Then, at the age of 19 he begged a bit of spare land from 
his father, spent his savings on paving slabs, and set up a retail 
plant centre of his own. “My idea was to grow the plants on for 
a season longer than usual, so my shrubs were bigger than you 
could normally buy” And if anyone ever asked for heathers, 
or something else he didn’t grow, he would source them 
elsewhere. “Never say no. That's the key.” 


Ty here are no gold medals for providing perfect plants 


TRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


Mark's business thrived, but it was a constant battle, paying 
back the banks. And in a sense he has been fighting ever since. 
He set up another nursery as he needed more land to expand, 
developed a deep loathing of bankers, and successfully sold on 
that business in 1998, when he was just 32 years old. “But it 
happened so fast. I suddenly found myself with nothing to do.” 

Ina radical departure, he spent six months learning to be 
a personal trainer. “I picked up some great clients, several of 
whom are still friends, but gradually I realised I was missing 
plants.” Then he saw an ad for a senior vacancy at a new 
internet business called Crocus. “I had 12 good years there. The 
business was growing so fast we were flat out all the time and I 
just got on with my bit of it— providing the best plants to the 
best designers at Chelsea, and everywhere else. But people kept 
asking why I wasn’t doing it for my own business. Then one 
day I realised I wanted one more roll of the dice.” 

This time he joined forces with old friend Robin Wallis, 
who also comes from a long line of nurserymen. They got 
financial backing from two of Mark's former personal training 
clients, called in favours from all the nurseries they'd worked 
with over the years, and Hortus Loci opened for business. 
Within days, Cleve West, Andy Sturgeon, Thomas Hoblyn 
and Joe Swift had booked them to provide plants for their 
Chelsea 2012 show gardens. 

“This business is all about relationships” says Mark. The 
relationship I build with each designer is crucial, but so are the 
relationships with specialist nurserymen around the world. 
Imake sure I know who is growing the very best olives, or 
buxus, or whatever it is people need.” 

‘And he won't be taking life easier any time soon. Alongside 
Hortus Loci, Mark and Robin opened a stylish retail nursery 
this Easter — Whitewater Nursery, and will soon unveil an 
innovative new venture which Mark describes as“a sort of 
upmarket cash and carry’, aimed at smaller scale designers who 
couldn't normally afford to import the premium plants that he 
is renowned for sourcing. “For me it is always about the plants,” 
says Mark.“ want to give people the chance to buy only the best.” 
USEFUL INFORMATION 
Tel 0118 932 6495, www.hortustoci.co.uk. 

Tel 0118 932 6487, www.whitewaternursery.co.uk 
NEXT MONTH John Carter of Rowden Gardens 


“For me it is always about the plants... I want to 
give people the chance to buy only the best” 
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Inbrief 

Name Little House. 

‘What Format village gard 

Wheré The Cotswolds, 3 rom Cirencester. 
[Climate Thesite is sheltBred ih the leaof the hil. 
‘Size Just over arvacre! 

‘Soil Well Cultivated, atkaline’but not stoi. 
Points pt interest Designed by Rosemary Verey. 
Atitebestin May 


he village of Barnsley in the 
Cotswolds was where the late Rosemary 
Verey made her famous garden at Barnsley 
House. In the 1970s and 1980s you could not 
open a magazine or garden book without 
some mention of the woman who designed 
gardens for the Prince of Wales and Elton 
John. Since gardeners went native, her 
formal historic style has been out of fashion, 
buta perfect example of her work has stood 
the test of time, just across the road from 
Barnsley House, which is now a hotel. 

The garden surrounding Little House 
was somewhat overgrown, but the bones of 
a formal layout were still visible when Paul 
and Yvonne Bennetts first saw the place. 
The owners of six acres in North Devon, 
they had always wanted to return to the 
Cotswolds where Yvonne grew up. Looking 
across the growth to a view of the village 
church and stone-roof cottages, they fell in 
love with what they saw and after seven 
years there is no sign of the honeymoon 
being over. “We think we're so lucky” they 
say, over and over again. Before they moved 


in, Yvonne a retired teacher, was methodical 
in her research. Knowing about the 


Cotswolds garden 


Rosemary Verey connection with Barnsley, 
she was keen to learn about her style of 
planting, which was so perfect for the 
Cotswolds. The day she bought Rosemary 
Verey’s Garden Plans she opened it to find 
pictures of somewhere that looked vaguely 
familiar. She called Paul over and said “This 
looks like the garden we've just bought.” 
Since then the Bennetts’ efforts have been 
directed at restoring the place that Verey 
designed in the 1980s. 


Thematic variation 

Although the restoration of Verey’s design 
has been their first aim, the Bennetts have 
introduced plenty of variations on her 
themes. The area between the high beech 
hedge that flanks the busy road through the 
village and the front of the house is narrow 
and the greedy roots of the tall hedge are not 
an encouragement to plants. Originally 
Verey specified a permanent groundcover of 
Waldsteinia ternata between clipped balls of 
box that flank the path. The box looks 
immaculate with no sign of the disease that 
has plagued so many, and some of the 
evergreen wall shrubs chosen over a 


Pleached trees, which need not be restricted to lime or hornbeam. 
Mrs Verey liked to add Fritillaria imperialis around the trunks. 


Vegetables grown potager fashion with separate beds lined with brick paths are easy to 
work and decorative, but you do need a constant supply of crops to keep the beds full 


Fruit tunnels with different apples on each arch — but make sure there are enough that 
blossom at similar periods to encourage pollination. ‘Ashmead’s Kernel’ was one of her 
favourites and is still among the best dessert apples to grow. 


Box parterres, although the advent of box disease has made this a much less dependable 
feature. Try Teucrium x lucidtrys, (or llex crenata for acid soils) instead 


Soft colours. There is still a lot to be said for the misty blues and mauves that Verey loved. 
Purple alliums and campanulas were signature plants. Scabiosa ‘Butterfly Blue’ and Phiox 
paniculata ‘Blue Paradise’ with white valerian would provide a longer flowering season. 


Top left The herbaceous border where delphiniums dominate with blue aquilegias and white 
peonies. It's an area where the Bennetts are planning to add interest for later in the season, 


Top right Sea horse pool, designed by 


Bottom left The box walk to the north of the house has a more varied ground cover than the 
Waldsteinia ternata specified by Rosemary Vere| 


Bottom right Among the 


‘Simon Verity, who often worked with Rosemary Verey. 


fager a clematis 


ose planting 


ss trained to an iron support. 
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Cotswolds garden 
Rosemary Verey 


Rosemary Verey was born in 1918 and died in 2001. She was an entirely self-taught designer 
whose style was nostalgic and ladylike. She wore pearls and a cotton dress to greet visitors 
and to work in the garden and she became all the rage in the USA. The book she wrote about 
her own garden, Rosemary Verey’s Making of a Garden, was the most successful 


Gardens to visit designed by Rosemary Verey 


Barnsley House Always open to guests at the hotel and also has a garden club 
membership for £25 a year. The garden is open as part of the Barnsley Festival on 

18 May (www.barnsleyvillage.co.uk). Also for the National Gardens Scheme on 13 August, 
12,30-4,30pm, Barnsley House, Barnsley, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 5EE. 

Tel 01285 740 000, www.barnsleyhouse.com 


Lime Close This 3-acre mature plantsman's garden has a herb garden designed by Rosemary 
Verey. Visitors also welcome by appointment February to June. 35 Henleys Lane, Drayton, 
Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4HU. Email MC de Lauberede at mail@mclgardendesign.com 


> quarter of a century ago still survive, 
Pyracantha atalantioides, Itea ilicifolia, 
Magnolia grandiflora and Cytisus battandieri 
jostle for space with cottage favourites 
honeysuckle and roses, but the ground 
cover is more varied now, with hardy 
cranesbills, alstroemerias and parahebe. 
At the end of the vista to the south west 
there is a beckoning statue and there are 
more stone figures of the four seasons 
tucked in under the high hedge where 
very little will grow. The Bennetts have 
collected a number of garden sculptures, 
and huge pots are positioned in other key 
places, inspired by how pots are used at 
Great Dixter, which is one of Paul and 
Yvonne's favourite gardens. 


Simple layout 

The box parterre to the west of the house is 
at its best in May, and the layout is simple. 
Four squares of box divided by diagonals 
are planted with colour for later in the year. 
Salvia nemorosa‘Caradonna’ has been a big 
success and other sections are filled with 
Lavandula angustifolia‘ Munstead’ or the 
silver curry plant Helichrysum: italicum. 
Yvonne wants to see how Brunnera 
‘macrophylla will do, as she likes the shape 


of its large leaves for its contrast to other 
plants, In Verey’s day it was all dianthus and 
violas, which needed constant renewal, 

On the higher level of the garden there is 
another parterre — the potager edged with 
brick paths with standard mophead trees of 
clipped golden privet and plenty of lime 
green Alchemilla mollis among herbs and 
blue flowers. Yvonne loves it. 

‘The Bennetts have added to the house by 
creating a very attractive link building, 
which provides a garden room. Their 
standards are high and they enjoy opening 
the garden for the Barnsley festival every 
year in May. They have plans to improve the 
mixed border on the lawn, which looks good 
from spring to July, but needs more colour 
and texture. They also plan to further 
develop a wild flower area in the paddock. 
Mrs Verey's clever design, improved by the 
unstinting labours of her biggest fans, offers 
far more than you would have imagined 
possible in just an acre of garden. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Website www.barnsleyvillage.co.uk 

Open The garden at the Little House will be 
open on 18 May during the Barnsley Festival 


Top left The attractive, self seeding opium poppies and long-flowering valerian fill the beds in this 


part of the potager. 


Top right The outer edges of the seahorse pool, and in the background the beginning of a striking 


white peony border. 


Bottom left The parterre, with pleached Sorbus aria ‘Lutescens’ and box interplanted with Salvia 


nemorosa 'Caradonna! 


Bottom right The potager with Ligustrum ovalifolium ‘Aureum’ underplanted with alchemila 


Helichrysum talcum, digitalis and lavender. 
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Naitie Manor Farm. 
What Privately owned garden ® 
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winters in the last three years: 
Soil HeavyDorsef stone brash 
Points of Interest Cottage-garden style 
planting around a pergola walk, with mature 
MéesFvegetable gardens and large ponds, 
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Dorset garden 


U1 yph of imagination 


A property once owned by Enid Blyton is now a 
gorgeous example of carefully crafted adundance 


SUSAN ELDERKIN ABIGAIL REX 


“Though Enid Blyton 
never lived at the 
property, it is thought 
to be the setting for Five 
on Finniston Farm” 


11 Fennel meets Viburnum opulus Roseum’ over 
the top of a wall to one side of the pergola 

2 Geranium ‘Johnson's Blue! 

3 The stream is lined here with hostas and 
overarched by mature weeping willows. 

4 White aquilegias, seltsown. 

'5 Buxus sempervirens ‘Argenteo-variegata’ at 
the front door in different shapes — the formal 
notes in this garden are not too formal. 

6 Astaddle stone stands sentry in the herb bed. 
with wild euphorbia and chives growing at its 
base, and lovage billowing behind, 

7 Asheltered eating terrace is bordered by an 
acer (that has since died) and a berberis. 


ue Simon looks out over her vegetable 


beds with gooseberries and artichokes, 
and the white heads of Allium stipitatum 
‘Mount Everest’ pop up from behind the 
rhubarb, “That's how I like it: a muddle,” 
she says. Unpretentious and joyful, the 
muddle approach is one that works well 
in rural Dorset. This is a garden where 


forget-me-nots, foxgloves and cow parsley 
are as intrinsic to the overall effect as 

any nursery-bought plant, and if ever 

a garden said 17th-century Dorset 
farmhouse’, thi 3 

Which is ironic because Sue Simon 
herself is an exotic. Born in New Zealand, 
she was brought up in Fiji where it was “all 
avocados, Swiss cheese plants, ginger and 
gerbera’: She came to England in 1975 
and married Oliver, who had already 
taken on Manor Farm in Stourton 
‘Caundle as a working arable and dairy 
farm, having bought it from the Enid 
Blyton estate in 1962. (Though the 
children’s author never lived at the 
property, it is thought to be the setting for 
Five on Finniston Farm.) Sue immediately 
set about her English gardening education. 
“J learnt by visiting other gardens,” she 
says simply. “I soon picked things up. I 
just settled here like a little lamb.” 

Nearly 40 years later, the trees planted 
by Oliver — including three lovely weeping 
willows by the stream, plus weeping kinds 
of silver birch, lime and ash — have 
reached maturity, and the pergola, also 
put in by Oliver, is only just holding up 


Dorset garden 


under the weight of a wisteria and a 
rambling Rosa ‘Veilchenblaw. The garden 
has seen their three children grow; the 
youngest, Vanessa, has gone into a 
gardening career herself. Sue now 
describes herself as the plantswoman of 
the pair (“I buy plants, and then I have to 
find somewhere to put them") while 
Oliver sees to the overall design. “He loves 
going round a corner and secing things,” 
she says. Their gardener Sid, now full- 
time, has been with them over 40 years. 


Garden showpiece 
‘The pergola walk with its wide herbaceous 
borders is the centrepiece of the garden, 
and this is where Sue's planting style, self- 
described as “chaotic and billowy, with 
everything all over the place’, is shown off 
to greatest effect. By late May the borders 
are a mass of purples, blues, pinks and 
whites, as the thistle-like centaurea, 
aquilegias, pink lupins and old-fashioned 
peonies run amok with perennial forget 
me-not and a haze of fennel. Alchemilla 
mollis and Geranium phacum line the 
‘edges. By late summer the soft palette and 
billowy shapes give way to more vibrant 
shots of colour and definitive shapes as 
Michaelmas daisies and dahlias come to 
the fore. One of her inspirations for these 
borders was Le Jardin Plume in France, 
where the perennials and grasses reach 
head height by late summer. 

‘A gardener who “lets things happen’, 
she is often delighted by accidental 
pairings. She points out a great [> 
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“No garden, Dorset or other, can achieve 
that loose, unbuttoned effect without 
someone being in control” 


> wedge of the yellow-flowered Phlomis 
{ruticosa with the peachy-pink Rosa 
‘Priihlingsmorgen’ spiralling out of it. “I 
think they work so well together. Vanessa 
says to me, ‘Take all that out, Mum’ But I 
tell her to keep quiet.” She admits she 
should do more to keep the perennials in 
check —“That one’s a thug and will take 
over”, she says, whacking a clump of 
Cephalaria gigantea with her stick. “Every 
summer I say, Let's pull some out’ But by 
September it looks lovely.” 


Personal favourites 
Her favourite area is the walled garden 
edging the road where an ancient 
espaliered pear clings to the house, and a 
Clematis montana drapes with such heavy 
abundance that its host, an Osmanthus, is 
completely hidden in May. Formal notes 
are added by balls of box and euonymus, 
not too tightly clipped, and urns and 
staddle stones, all of which allow Sue to 
give full reign to her tendency to leave well 
alone. “It told me in The Telegraph to thin 
those clouds of honesty, but I don't like 
to,” she says. 

The garden runs up to the adjacent 
farmed fields, and to blur the line between 
the two they've planted a ‘round’ of trees 
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encircled by a fence in one field. On 
another boundary, the planting around 
three large ponds moves gradually from 
garden plants to native woodland: 
bamboo, gunnera and a cornus around 
the first, willows draping their leaves into 
the second, and dense beech and chestnut 
woods further in. Cow parsley is left to 
reach great heights on the banks. "Sid’s 
dying to cut that out but I say, ‘No, we're 
having it? These are supposed to be wild 
areas, after all.” 

‘And so she reveals the strong 
personality behind the so-called muddle. 
For no garden, Dorset or other, can 
achieve that loose, unbuttoned effect 
without someone being in control. a 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
‘Address Manor Farm, Stourton Caundle, 
Dorset DT10 2JW. 

Contact Oliver and Sue Simon. 

Tel 01963 362471. 

Email olandsve.simon@googlemail.com 
Open Groups welcome by appointment. 

Admission £4, children free. 


of Oliver and 
ue’s favourite plants 


1Nectaroscordum siculum 

subsp. bulgaricum 

We love all the allium species ~ the blues, the 
purples, the whites. This year we have some 
of the allium relative N. s, subsp. bulgaricum 
with little pale drooping bells that are 
gorgeous. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b" 


2 Viburnum opulus ‘Roseum' 

This isa great favourite in May with its huge 
pompoms that start lime green then goto 
white. | love it when it's fresh and new. It's 
wonderful for picking and goes on for ages. 
AGM* RHS H4, USDA 3a-8b. 


3 Centaurea montana 

Alovely strong blue. We've got it everywhere 
inthe beds. RHS H4. 

4lris sibirica 

{love them for their height and colour. 
They're not fussy where they grow ~ yes 
they like water, but look at them in the 
herbaceous borders. 


5 Clematis montana 

| ove montana. We have it on the bridge 
over the stream, and also in the walled 
garden. | love the way clematis not only 
climbs up trees but clambers through them, 
6 Viburnum plicatum ‘Grandiflorum’ 

We use this to mark the edge of a path, with 
shrubs around and trees behind it. RHS H4. 
7Hostas 

Ilike to plant a selection. The silvery ones 
seem to get ignored by slugs. We use them 
in pots and by the stream, 

8 Philadelphus coronarius ‘Aureus’ 

This has a yellowy leaf and white, highly 
perfumed flowers. | love it for its perfume, 
and its colour. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9a 

9 Phiomis fruticosa 

This is a tremendous plant. It's great in winter 
too as it has good seedheads. AGM. RHS H4, 
USDA 7a-1L 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit 
from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
*Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Specialist Container Tree Growers S 
Barcham Trees PLC, Ely o Ray. 


you see.co 


Buy direct from the UK‘s largest gro\ 
of containerised trees and addimpa 
toyour garden instantly! 


Each of our 3000 trees across 200 varieties is individually 
numbered, allowing you to select the one that is right For your 
garden. You will see a short video of the tree and we will 
deliver that actual tree straight to your door. 


Whether you want trees for privacy screening, spring flower or 
simply for sheer beauty let us help you transform your garden. 


Instant impact trees starting From £129 


66688 
a 

Call 01353720950 Ba (Cc har Nn 
www.buythetreeyousee.com buythetreeyouseecom 
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California dreams 
Wind-blasted Monterey cypress trees are central to the 
gardens designed by Bernard Trainor on the Monterey coast 
of California. There he draws on the materials and plants of 
the rugged Pacific landscape, as in this dune garden at 
Carmel, to create spaces that sit lightly on the land. Ten of 
these glorious landscapes are featured in a new book, 
Landprints: The Landscape Designs of Bernard Trainor by 
Susan Heeger, photography by Jason Liske and Marion 
Brenner, published by Princeton Architectural Press. 
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BLOSS 


stainless steel modular planters 


Lindum 


taking grass a step further 


Create an instant wildflower meadow 
with Lindum Wildflower turf 


www.turf.co.uk W@lindumturf 


T:01904 448675. E:lindum@turf.co.uk 


" WaTtOnaT 

shows and plant sales. 
May 4 EAST ANGLIA SHOW 
ironman Soo NRIB GGT 


May 18 SOUTHPORT SHOW 
Satay Hh Soak PRO STF 

June 1 SUMMER SHOW - SOUTH 

‘Quen Seth Sorel Wimborne BH21 ADT 
June 15 SUMMER SHOW - NORTH 
“The Crees Crave Porc. WF7 SEW 


ee Se 


109 MODULES \ 4 DEPTHS \ 3 HEIGHTS \ 100 RAL COLOURS \ 
11 SPECIAL FINISHES \ ACCESSORIES \ ENDLESS SOLUTIONS 


0208 938 3385 
www.blossplanters.com 
bloss@blossplanters.com 


news 


Office space 

Grosvenor Gardens, two triangular 
gardens in the heart of Belgravia used by 
residents and office workers, is to receive 
£1 million from property developer 


Cakvest for their regeneration, which will Marshal Foch and the Rifle Brigade 

add mature native trees and native Memorial will be restored. itis expected 
flowers, a new fountain and lighting tothe that the gardens, which will be managed 
popular green space. The statue of by Oakvest, will reopen in spring 2015. 


New exhibition 

Anesxhibition of sculpture carved from stone opens at The 
Garden Gallery in Broughton, Hants, this month. Works by new 
exhibitors to the gallery include Assyrian in Cumbrian green slate 
by Alyosha Moeran, 6 Fish in Lepine by Mark Guest, and Slight 
Brown Point in Ancaster Weatherbed by Guy Stevens. The gallery 
is taking part in the Chelsea Fringe which runs from 18 May to 9 
June, The Sculpted Stone, 16 May-20 July, Thursday-Saturday 
am-5pm. Tel 01794 301144; www gardengallery.uk.com 
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ntre cancer care horfie, which opened in Hong Kong in March. The building, 
Gehry, is.a series of pavilions that sit within red-flowered delonix 


CE pals. Thy 
poe eryse™ 


ere.are two intimate garden rooms at the back 
ae the shade of frangipani (Plumeria) trees. 


Gardens event 

Jardins Jardin, the garden event held in the 
Tuileries in Paris, celebrates its tenth 
anniversary this year and the 400th 
anniversary of André Le Nétre's birth at the 
gardens, The theme of this year's event is 
‘New Perspectives’ and some 20 gardens. 
terraces and balconies will be shown. 
There will be a garden antiques section, a 
white rose named for Philippe Starck and a 
Paphiopedilum orchid named for André Le 
Notre. Jardins, Jardin aux Tuileries, 31 
May-2 June. www.jardinsjardin.com, 


Garden writing 


The UK's first Festival of Garden Writing is being hosted by Tom and Sue Stuart-Smith at their home, 
Barn Garden, in Serge Hill in Hertfordshire. It will explore themes of gardens in biography and 
autobiography and how Eden and Arcadia fire our imaginations. Speakers include Penelope Hobhouse. 
Hugh Johnson, Katherine Swift, Lisa Jardine, Diana Athill and Adam Nicolson. The festival is also 
holding a Garden Writing competition, focused on memoir. The winning entry, of 2.500 words, will win 
£2,500 and be published by Granta Online. Deadline for entries is 31 May. Festival of Garden Writing, 
29 and 30 June, day and weekend tickets available. Tel 020 7401 8865, www.gardenmuseum.org.uk 


in aid of the 
gardening charity Perennial 
The Arts and Crafts house 
Rodmarton Manor, nr 
Cirencester, Gloucs has an 
B-acre garden divided into 
rooms with new topiary and 
masses of roses} 21 May. 
Guided tours of the 
16th-century moated 

hall and gardens at 

Otley, Suffolk, 11 June. 

Tel 0845 2301839; 
www.perennial.org.uk 


at the Domaine de 
Courson, 35km south-west 
of Paris, runs from 17-19 
May, Cassian Schmitt will 
talk about German prairie 
planting and there will be 
several lectures on 
American gardens. www. 
domaine-de-courson fr 


on garden design by 
Juliet Sargeant, chair of the 
Society of Garden 
Designers, at West Dean 
College, Sussex, 2 October. 
Tel 01243 811301; www. 
westdean.org.uk 


with designer 
Marcus Barnett and lighting 
expert Sally Storey takes 
place at John Cullen, King's 
Road, London on 7 May. 
6-730pm. £30, book on 
0207371 5400. 

has 
been appointed head 
gardener at Sissinghurst, 
Kent, following the 
retirement of Alexis Datta, 
He has been head gardener 
of Bodnant in North Wales 
since 2006, 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


See us at 
Chelsea, 
stand 


Me 36 


Creating your dream garden 


starts here... 
with members of the British Association of Landscape Industries 


Selecting a designer and landscaper to create your perfect garden, as with any long term investment, is a decision you 
have to get right first time. Since 1972, BAL! has represented the country's leading landscape professionals, supporting 
them to deliver quality, expertise and peace of mind for their clients. 


To achieve BALI Registered status, designers and contractors must: 
+ Have been trading for a minimum of two years 
+ Provide 10 client and 2 trade references 


(E__- Neintain ttinsurance cover 
BAI 


+ Submit their work (designs and completed projects) for inspection by BALI vetting officers 

+ Agree to abide by the BALI Code of Conduct and Dispute Resolution Service 

+ Agree to a regular quality review 
The work of BALI designers and contractors can be seen in the 
Show Gardens at the 2013 RHS Chelsea Flower Show, or visit 
BALI's stand, number FR 36, to talk to some of our members. 
To find a BALI Registered Designer, Contractor, or affiliated supplier of quality landscape products 
near you, visit the BALI directory at: 
www.bali.org.uk or call us today for information British 

‘ Association 

or advice on 02476 690333 Sie | Aeon 
British Association of Landscape Industries, Landscape House, Stoneleigh Park, BALI | industries 
Nr Kenilworth, Warwickshire CV8 2LG 


TENDERCARE 


Beautiful gardens 
..crafted by professionals 


Let us help you to improve 
your view this Spring! 


Consultation ~ Planning ~ Design 


Giving the right advice on the choice of plants for screening, 
fo 


is'second nature’ tc 


beaining planni eden borders 


z permission oF revitalising 


ur experts. We might make it seem easy 


but isn't that reassuring? 


Our introductory visit to your garden focuses on your needs and 


includes an hour's consultation. For £145.00 one of our award 
winning horticultural experts will meet you in your gar. 
make recommendations 


on using mature plants to incr 
privacy, optimise your enjoyment of the garden, as well as 
enhancing your home 


Telephone 
01895 835544 
falewmeendereareeetuk 


@. tee 


PRECIOUS 


Tl DIN 
GREAT BRITAIN 


SPRECISELY 
SSEEENGINEERED 


‘At Precious Design d to producing and providing high quaty premium pots and 


05/5 


TEL: +44(0)1159 614200 £(/\\: INFO@PRECIOUS-DESIGN.CO.UK 


WWW.PRECIOUS-DESIGN.CO.UK [) @PRECIOUS_DES GOOGLE” PRECIOUS DESIGN 


2 
Garden antique: 


pots and ornam: — “- 


www.jsgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679/ 07930 576881 


design sourcebook 


9 OF THE BEST 


Wooden trough planters 


Planters can be more than just containers, providing beauty in their own right 


IM FOR LOTS OF PLANTS ANT STFOR BAD BACKS 
Caledonian Raised Bed i i i Bamburgh Planter Table 
18m ong x 450m high, £99.99, Forest Garden, 1L2m long x 90cm high, £225, Sparrow & Finch, Among x 87cm high, £109.99, Forest Garden, 


0844 248 9801, wwwforestgarden.co.uk (01892 861202, www. sparrowandfinch.co.uk 0844 248 9801, www forestgarden.co.uk 


POTS WITHIN A PLANTER’ SYSTEM 


ALUMINIUM ‘WOOD EFF HOICE OF COLOURS AND STYLES. 
Hamble 8 Pot Planter Flat Top Trough Compton 5 Pot Planter 
L2mlong x 55cm high, £600, The Wood Company, 94,5cm long x 46 Sem high, £625, Squareroot, 1.4m long x 40cm high, £450, The Wood Company, 
(0844 870 7148, www thewoodcompany.co.uk 01787 312068, www-squarerootgardenplanters.com (0844 870 7148, wwwthewoodcompany.co.uk 


BLE WIDE, DEEP OR EXTRA LONG URBAN COU 


IDEAL FOR GROWING VEG r TYARD CHIC 
Maxi Manger Raised Planter Wide Larch Trough Western Red Cedar Planter 
-L2m long x 79cm high, £120, Harrod Horticutural Ilong x50cm high, £65, Garden Larch, Imlong x 80cm high, £399, Taylor Made, 
(0845 4025300, wwwcharradhorticutural.com 0778547900, www gardenlarchco.uk (02476 559416, www gardenplanters.org.uk 
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Stylish pavilion and pool set 
-alfid lush. tropical plantings, 
~ froth Raymond Jungtes. 


Rooftop A | 


in New York by Ken Smith. 


Paul Bungay's gardens are defined — 
by strong architectural formal 


Australian Landscape Conference, 20-23 September 2013 


DESIGN TOR THE BUIURE: 


Models from the Old World, challenges for the New 


This September Melbourne will host the 
tenth Australian Landscape Conference. 
Held every two years, the event gathers 
together a selection of top international 
gardening names who will talk about 
their work and discuss their thoughts on 
trends in landscape design, landscape art 
and plantsmanship. 

All gardeners are welcome, whether 
professional or enthusiast, with 
speakers chosen to reflect a diversity of 
international talent and opinion, coming 


from as far as India, Japan and Chile. 
This year’s theme considers what we can 
learn from the past when designing our 
landscapes for today. 


Additional activities 

The conference takes place over a 
weekend. On the Friday before the 
conference there is the optional extra 
of a tour to visit some of the area’s most 
iconic coastal and rural gardens on the 
Mornington Peninsula to the south east 


of Melbourne. There’s also a special 
evening function on the Saturday at 
Melbourne's Savage Club, giving you 
the chance to meet the conference 
speakers in person. Following the 
conference there will be a day of 
interactive workshops covering aspects 
of design and practical horticulture. 
Please select any additional activities 
before attending the conference. There is 
a range of accommodation available near 
the venue (see the website for details). 


TO REGISTER VISIT www.landscapeconference.com 
OR CALL +61 (0)43 818 1578 
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gee llin-Griinm’'sdesigns often use 
-foliage to great balanced effect. 


Ken Smith's fevitalised waterfront 
walkway incorporates inviting seating. 


Hardy indigenous plants are 
WaPo ER ag ats design. 


humans and their environment. 


The international selection of speakers include: 


Aniket Bhagwat is “84 Louisa Jones's a 
the Conference's first SM world authority on the 
speaker from India. He gardens and landscapes 
heads the innovative of the Mediterranean 
and influential firm, and their continued 
Landscape india inspiration 
Paul Bangay is 
a ( 


Anne Latreille is a 
key Australian garden probably Australia’s 
writer. She has recently 
completed Garden 


= 
Voices, a study of garden photographer 


best known designer: 
He will speak along with 


Australian designers, Simon Griffiths. 
Juan Grimm is from Raymond Jungles isa 
fq Chile and has an distinguished designer 
A; international based in Miami. His 
. reputation for his gardens combine the 
< composed, distilled role of nature with the 
HBR and timeless gardens flair of Burle Marx. 
Ken Smith is at the Asakey authority on Peter Watts has been 
™ cutting edge of New the gardens of Japan ahighly respected 
> York design. His art Toshio Watanabe will landscape architect 
~ installations and consider how Japanese SBE andheritage adminis- 
: landscapes projects all gardens transfer from ‘ trator with a deep 
convey a sense of fun, country to country. knowledge of the arts. 
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“this wounder-f) garden 
ome Festal has, captured tke 
cin a soul of gardeuing’ 

Dublin 2 brs. 
, ~ Dian 
Chelsea Gold Medal 


Nurseries, 


unique atmosphere 
© warvn welcome 


Galway Garden Festival, July 6th & 7th 


Claregalway Castle, Galway, Ireland 


ROUND WOOL 


Trading 


: For a brochure and a price list 
nding durability please contact: 
Adams Arts & Antiques Limited 
Tel/Fax: 01892 557777 
Waa OUTdw odie Email: info@adamsartsantiques.com 
Tel: O14 Website: www.adamsartsantiques.com 


Boxes, Troughs & C; rsina » of sizes 


Yowntools 


Book reviews, reader letters and crossword 


<Thelsectets of BI 
{philosophy are 


*Piatiting: ANew Petspeete 
ES 


ardian 3 Seater 


d Lichen Green 


Leagrave 2 Seater 


dium Windsor Seat pair 


len Fumiture 


Andrew Crace, 33 Bourne L 


Book revi ews 


PLANTING: ANEW 
PERSPECTIVE 

by Piet Oudolf and Noé! Kingsbury 
Timber Press, £30 

ISBN 9781604693706 


This excellent book will appeal on 
a number of different levels. The 
publishers have lavished a great 
deal of beautiful photography on 
the project, enough to draw one 
lightly from page to page. Even the 
idly interested might profitably 
thumb through the book to gain a 
basic grasp of an important trend 
in landscape design. But the book 
carries the authority of two 
practitioners who have been 

at the centre of the movement 
towards naturalistic planting 
styles over two decades. 

Noél Kingsbury’s text, 
engaging and passionate, never 
shirks the complexity of its 
subject. It is a long-understood 
paradox that ‘naturalistic’ planting 
is a hugely technical endeavour. 
The authors’ careers are steeped in 
the fiendish detail of this effort — 
we should be thankful that they 
have both the inclination and the 
ability to communicate their 
knowledge so freely. A series of 
plant lists, tables and planting 
plans support the text with a 
wealth of technical information 
and give us a fascinating insight 
into Piet Oudolf’s approach to 
design. All in all, we are presented 


Naturalistic planting 


with an immediately appealing 
book that will also reward further 
study and reference. 

Where readers may differ from 
the thesis of this book is in its 
tendency to characterise previous 
gardening convention as reliant 
on rigid planting in blocks, tiered 
in strict order of height from front 
to back — gardening as a crude 
expression of man’s hegemony 
over nature. Did this current 
impulse to imitate nature arise 
without antecedence, or would 
it be fairer to set it in the context 
of the Robinsonian tradition? 
The study and imitation of 
natural plant communities, 
encouragement of self-sowers, 
the introduction of exotics to 
naturalistic planting schemes, 
embracing spontaneity, the 
preference for species over 


hybrids — all are explicitly 
present in William Robinson's 
writing and have not left 
English gardening since. 

Acute concerns over 
conservation and sustainability 
combined with advances in the 
study of plant ecology have lately 
driven a strong surge towards 
creating easily maintained, 
visually striking ‘natural’ tapestries 
of plants. The stunning results of 
this movement are celebrated in 
this book by two of its foremost 
proponents — I would thoroughly 
recommend that you buy it. 


Rory Dusoir is a writer and 
Kew-trained gardener 


book offer 
RRP £30. Reader offer 
price £2750 including p&p. 
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Book reviews 


by Andrew Wilson, 
Mitchell Beazley, £20 
ISBN 978-1845336813 


SMALL 


GARDEN 
Beep eCe 


Given that people's gardens are 
getting ever smaller, the RHS Small 
Garden Handbook will appeal to a 
growing audience. Designing small 
gardens can be quite a different 
discipline to that of a larger garden 
and may be more difficult; a smaller 
space has to earn its keep. 

Author Andrew Wilson guides 
us through the principles of design 
in eight lavishly illustrated chapters. 
‘These are broken down into 
sub-chapters, which makes the 
subject very accessible and more 
digestible; each one starts with a 
15-point introduction and finishes 
with a bona fide case study. 

He begins with a comprehensive 
chapter on the basics — getting a feel 
for the space and its constituents, 
such as looking at aspect, 
orientation and general 
environment of the site, before 
introducing the concepts of 
design and style. 

Weare then guided through the 
process of design; how to 
use space, volume and 
height effectively and 
efficiently in order to 
get the best out of a 
garden with clever 
ideas on layout 


RHS SMALL GARDEN HANDBOOK 


and geometry. An overview of 
garden styles from Arts and Crafts 
to modern minimalist should cater 
for most people's taste. 

‘The emphasis shifts to the 
practicalities and various garden 
conceits. He deals with materials 
‘one might use to furnish surfaces in 
the garden, and an imaginative 
chapter on boundaries, often 
forgotten yet so dominant; green 
walls making a verdant solution if a 
hedge proves too large. In structures 
we are presented with glasshouses 
and garden rooms and many ways 
to utilise space-saving storage 
attractively. Water is given due 
attention and often sited to 
complete a garden with the use of 
rills, pools and fountains. When 
discussing planting we look at how 
to set atmosphere with styles such 
as Mediterranean, cottage garden 
and minimalist. Also considered is 
the relationship of plants to each 
other and their environment. 
Maintenance of the garden is also a 
priority, with ideas to reduce 
upkeep and increase productivity. 

Although Andrew Wilson 
focuses on the small garden, his 
clear and practical principles of 
design apply to gardens of any size. 


Mat Reese is a writer and 
Kew-trained professional gardener 


book offer 


RRP £20. Reader offer 
price £18 including p&p 


shy cool allotment; 


MY COOL ALLOTMENT 
by Lia Leendertz 

Pavilion Books, £14.99 

ISBN 9781862059665 


This book visits 31 different 
allotments, community gardens 
and private plots. Each one is 
profiled with a brief introduction to 
plot and plot holder followed by 
‘growing notes’ and accompanied by 
colourful and sunny photographs. 
‘The book also visits the plots of 
presenter Alys Fowler and garden 
designer Cleve West, as well as those 
of the book's author (Lia Leendertz) 
and photographer (Mark Diacono). 

Don't expect much in the way of 
practical advice. This isn't a book 
that tells you what or how to grow 
on an allotment. Instead, it is perfect 
for flicking through while on a tea 
break from gardening, 

While not denying the interest 
of some of the more traditional 
allotments, more ‘cool’ to me were 
the ones that featured alternative 
‘ways of growing: communal 
allotmenting, forest gardening and 
permaculture or people growing 
more unusual exotic crops and 
artisans growing for end products. 

My Cool Allotment provides an 
interesting snapshot of allotments at 
atime when they are in great 
demand yet are under increasing 
threat from urban development. 
‘The book captures the spirit and 
variety of allotmenting right now. 
Read it, see how other people are 
doing it, and find inspiration. 


Sui Kee Searle is a freelance writer 
specialising in gardening 


book offer 
RRP £14.99. Reader offer 
price £12.99 including p&p. 


downtools 


RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW: 
ACENTENARY CELEBRATION 
by Brent Elliott 
Frances Lincoln, £25 
ISBN 978-0711234512 


As historian to the RHS, with all the 
treasures of the Lindley Library at 
his disposal, Brent Elliott surely has 
the best job in the world, Now it’s 
payback time. To mark 100 years 
since the first Chelsea Flower Show, 
he has been required, in the 
manner of a Poet Laureate, to 


produce a souvenir ‘centenary 
celebration’ of the Show. 

If this has been an unwelcome 
labour, it doesn’t show, The text 
crackles with his customary wry 
wit, and is peppered with glorious 
nuggets, such as the niche market 
in garden furniture made from 
broken-up warships. The 
illustrations are especially rich, 
from flat-capped Edwardian 
workmen manoeuvring impossibly 
vast rocks, to an array of beautiful 
posters from the 30s; from 
optimistic ads for greenhouses 
(‘Erected in 30 minutes’) to a wide- 
eyed two-year-old astonished by a 
phalanx of soaring delphiniums. 
How bleak and bricky the gardens 
of the 1970s look now. How far the 
intricate mini-gardens of today 
have come from the mountainous 
mounds of bloom of the early 60s. 


This is not the place to look for 
a critical account — either of the 
RHS, which has not always covered 
itself with glory, or from the 
‘insiders’ who contribute cameos to 
the book - though Diarmuid Gavin 
gets a pasting, and Rosy Hardy 
proves bracingly non-PC, But the 
value of the book is twofold. 

First it shows how Chelsea has 
always both led and reflected the 
wider gardening world. In 1913, 
the key exhibitors were seedsmen 
and wealthy landowners; today the 
media and celebrity garden 
designer rule the roost. Chelsea 
has presided over the rise and fall 
of the rock garden, the arrival of 
the outdoor room, the demise 
of bedding and the cult of the 
perennial —only the skill and 
dedication of generations of 
nurserymen remains constant. 

Then, there is Elliott's splendid 
assembly of fascinating asides — on 
water features, futuristic tools, or 
garden buildings, through which 
we can trace the oddest fads and 


fashions. Whatever possessed 
seating designers in the 80s? 

The book ends with a line-up 
of current designers, divided into 
pre-and post-millennium. Who 
knows how they will compare 
with luminaries like Sylvia 
Crowe and Russell Page, whose 
Chelsea triumphs remained 
modestly anonymous? 


Amira Edwards isa writer 
specialising in gardens 


book offer 
25. Reader offer 
price £23 


DESIGN GROW SELL 

bby Sophie Davies 

Brightword Publishing, £12.99 
ISBN 978-1908003393 
Advice, tips and resources 
on everything you need to 
start your own successful 
gardening business. 


rears 


DESIGN 
GROW. ; 


SELL 


‘THE PROFESSIONAL DESIGN 
GUIDE TO GREEN ROOFS 
by Karla Dakin, Lisa Lee 
Benjamin and Mindy Pantiel 
Timber Press, £30 

ISBN 9781604693126 
Rooftop garden design and 
the process behind it. 


BONSAI: A PATIENT ART 
by Kirsty McLeod 

Yale University Press, £30 
ISBN 978-0300190908 
More than 60 living bonsai 
masterpieces from the 
renowned collection of the 
Chicago Botanic Garden. 


Sg GARDENS OF MARRAKESH 
Nemec °Y Aneelica Gray 
Frances Lincoln, £20 
ISBN 978-0711233454 
Considering 20 Marrakesh 
gardens from a cultural and 
historic perspective. 


Most featured books are available to readers at 
special rates. For details of book offers, arranged in 
association with EFC Bookshop, call 01872 562318 
or go to www.gardensillustrated.com/shop 


Offers apply to the reviewed books as indicated. Other titles listed 
here, and mentioned inthe magazine, are available to order Via 
\wwrw gardensilustrated com/shop. Alternatively. call O1872 562318 
with your credit or debit card detalls, or send a cheque payable 

to GARDENS ILLUSTRATED to: Gardens ilustrated Bookshop, 

PO Bor 200, Falmouth, Cornwall TRI 4. Free delivery within UK, 
‘Worldwide delivery available with pip calculated per order please 
cal 01872 562318 for 2 quote. Immediate Media Company is the 
data controller under the Data Protection Act 1998, All book orders 
are subject to 28 days’ delivery and available while stocks last. 
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Letters 


Have your say — we'd like to hear your views, so please write to us at: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, 
9th Floor, Tower House, Fairfax Street, Bristol BS1 3BN, or email letters@gardensillustrated.com 


Star letter 


Plight of the bumblebee 


I thoroughly endorse Steve Alton’s comments in the March 2013 issue that we should all grow 


more insect-friendly flowers whether they are natives or not. Perhaps | would comment that 


generally, but not exclusively, plant species rather than more modem hybrids are most likely 


to appeal. This shouldn't be surprising since Angiosperms or flowering plants, evolved in an 


adaptive, almost symbiotic fashion with insects. | do think we gardeners should consider this 


inherent insect/flower relationship more carefully when deciding which flowers to grow. 


Encouraging all gardeners to be more acute in looking out for insect-friendly flowers in 


their own plot might lead to a better database for all gardeners to exploit, and perhaps 


eventually drive the plant breeders to select cultivars that are more appealing to our native 


insects. The plight of bees demonstrates that they need all the help that they can get from us. 


Julian Wormald, Carmarthenshire 


HARDINE 
False start 
A recent issue showcased that you would be 
including USDA hardiness information for 
plants profiled in upcoming editions, which 
sounded like a very good idea. 

Reading further I noticed that many 
of the plants given a USDA rating were 
considered to be USDA 8b-9a. Living in a 
USDA 5 region where these plants do well, 
Tam confused and concerned that someone 
might well avoid using some wonderful 
plants, believing wrongly that such plants 
might not survive in their climate. I hope 
you can clear this up and reassure all of 
us in your American fan club. 
Andy Durbridge, New York State 


ATING 


ED’S REPLY: This is one of several letters 
pointing out that we had some teething 
problems with our new USDA hardiness 
ratings, These have now been sorted out, 
and we apologise for the confusion. 


BUYING PLANTS 

Having it all 

Brava! Your February issue was superb, 
touching on so many topics from cover to 


cover. I always flip to the back of the magazine 
first, savouring the insightful words of Frank 
Ronan. I wholeheartedly agree with his 
comments on wanting it all, and yes, at a 
vibrant 57 I find myself feeling the same way. I 
have to breathe deep and allow this ‘dissolving 
madness’ to go. I sometimes close my eyes and 
see the blooming garden, pollen saturating 
the air, alive with bumblebees, That's all I need 
when I look out the window at the leafless 
branches of winter. 1 am comforted that all 
will return in a colourful, glorious spring. 
Kimberly Childers, Sonoma County, California 


Flowering vegetables 
Congratulations on featuring the work 

of Natasha Clutterbuck in your February 
issue. It is so refreshing to see contemporary 
botanical art, especially showcasing 
vegetables. | am a botanical artist living in 
France where I am creating a potager in my 
old bergerie in Provence. This gives me the 


opportunity of not only having fantastic fresh 


produce for the kitchen but also portraying 
the fruits of my labours, such as the intricate 
flowers of the aubergine and courgette. 
Patricia Newman, by email 


WRITE TO US & WIN 


The star letter wins a pair of Felco secateurs, offering 


superior cutting ability and ease of use. Choose 
between the ergonomically designed No 8 for larger 
hands or No 6 for smaller, both worth £5999, For 
details of Felco’s full range go to wwwfelco.com 


Louisa Jones responds to 
February's column on the 
quality of British gardens. 
Louisa Jones is 
/ anauthor and 
> journalist with 
4 special knowledge 
cof gardens in the 
Provence region 
of France, 
Rosemary Alexander 
compares modern British with 


‘continental gardens’ [issue 
194, page 111]. | can only speak 
for French and Mediterranean 
gardens, Beyond Paris is 

a great surge of country 
gardening, where wildlife 

and ecology - something 

akin to the Sheffield School 
—have become mainstream, 
protecting local ecosystems 
like local cheeses. For many 
Brits, gardens equal flowering 
plants, so itis true that the 
horticultural palette is much 
greater in Britain, But modern 
French gardens, especially in 
the less industrialised south, 
stay linked to landscapes. 
They perpetuate the garden 
asa contemporary model for 
good living ~ frugal and fruitful, 
ecologically sound, a place for 
both individual creativity and 
community sharing. Rosemary 
writes: ‘The many innovative 
ideas seen at Chelsea and 
copied internationally still keep 
the Brits ahead of the rest! | 
know few French gardeners 
who follow Chelsea, much 

less take inspiration from it. 

Is diversity not valuable in 
gardening models? 


What's your view? Write to us by 
post or email (details above). 
We reserve the right to edit letters. 


ua 


A Year of Plants is essential reading 
for gardeners looking for inspired 
planting ideas to enrich their gardens 
from early spring to late winter. 


Chosen by leading experts — 
including head gardener Fergus 
Garrett, plantsman Dan Pearson 
and nurserywoman Chris Marchant 


Hardy, easy-to-grow perennials 
Beautiful plants for every 


month of the year 
ONLY 


GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED 
subscribers get 
FREE P&P! 


(inc. P&P") 


Season-by-season Sumptuous photos More than 200 
guide to plants to inspire you plants recommended 


of the UK: £8.99 (UK), £12.99 (EU), £13.49 (ROW). All orders Ww 28 days for delivery, ‘Calls to this aumber from a BT landline 
‘wll cost no mare than 5p per minute. Calls from mobiles anc cther providers may vary 
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ACROSS 

1 Taxonomic grouping when sun 
for example returns! (5) 

4 Common woodland flower 
Hyacinthoides non-scripta (8) 
Hatch a plan for a garden 
area? (4) 

‘9 Distinguishing characteristic ~ 
it's involved with art (5) 

10 Umbeliferous plant genus ~ 
found in loarn, mixed (4) 
Wizard name for a purple: 
flowering Dierama (6) 

12/22 Derogatory do-gooder's 
name for Dicentra ( 
13 Type of plant disease - shaped 
tike a Sempervivum leaf cluster? (7) 
35 Like a palmate leat - partly 
clipped at edge (6) 

17 Tomato that fruits early ~ does 
as arranged (6) 

19 Atmospheric conditions spoilt 
wreath around end of June (7) 

21 Great English plant-hunter 
when soil disturbed (1.16) 

24 Marsh marigold genus ~ from 
tropical Thailand (6) 

25 Date tree little Pamela left 
inside? (4) 

26 Fence supports top of sapling 
in plant containers (5) 

27 See Gdn. 


28 Creeping plant - for a caravan? (7) 
29 Use a bug gun for small flower 
arrangement (5) 


DOWN 
1 Common name for Solidago (6,3) 
2 Irritating weeds - often found near 
docks (7) 

3 Godetia is known as the’ 

flower’ (5) 

4 Thorny bush - produced by 
botanist. initially, on hike (7) 

'5 Release tangle, say, from twisted 
petunia (ends removed) (5) 

6/27 Rhizomatous plant with ‘hairy 
petals - Iberis dared to change (74) 
7 Citrus fruit on elm, surprisingly (5) 
14 Rose might be after this plant 
grown for its refreshing qualities (3) 
15 Start to peel each little vegetable (3) 
16 The red-hot poker's hot - I'l cry 
out! (5-4) 

18 Ask Mimi about an Asiatic shrub 
with aromatic leaves (7) 

19 A flavoursome broad bean, Savill 
Garden location (7) 

20 Sir Harold, horticulturist — colder 
with top off! (7) 

22 See I2ac. 

23 It helps protect a flower-bud...in 
greenhouse palm (5) 

24 Worms might well eave these (5) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH'S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


APRIL'S SOLUTIONS. 
ACROSS: 1 Exysimum 6 Comice 
36 Nutgall 22 Ehret 24 Salt 26 


ward0 Leathery 11 Opal 12 Yield 13 Numb 44/15 Dutch hoe 
ait 28 Buf 29 Starwort 30 London 31 Greens 32 Replants 


DOWN: 2 Red spider 3/19 Scarlet runners & Mucky 5 Mulicin 6 Chard 7 Mahania 8 Carun 7 Toc 
1B Late frost 20 Nut tree 21 Scatter 23 Rabin 28 Aster 26 Grows 27 Tulip. 
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BUYING SINGLE ISSUES 


Cost from £9'50 each (inc p&p). 
discounts 


‘Subscriber 


available ~ see below. 


0844 844 0253 


TO ORDER CALL 


DIGITAL 
ISSUES 
GARDENS 
ILLUSTRATED is. 
available as a 
digital edition 
~ search 
Gardens 
illustrated’ 
onthe App 
Store, Google 
Play or 
Zinio.com 


+44 1795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED SINGLE ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: GARDENS ILLUSTRATED, Back Issues, 
PO Bax 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


‘SINGLE ISSUES 


{would lke to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

LJUK-£4:39 per copy 
LIEU-£519 per copy 

C Rest of world -£5.99 per copy 


ccopy/copies of issue(s) 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS, 


LJUK~$549 per copy 
EU~ £6.49 per copy 
LJRest of world - £7.49 per copy 


‘CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES. 


| would like to order slipcase(s) 
SUBSCRIBERS NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
CUK-£750each Cluk-£9.50each 


LJEU-£850each 
Ll Rest of world -2950 each 


LIEU-£1075each 
LL] Rest of world £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included inal pices. 


Cl enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 
GARDENS ILLUSTRATED for £ 


(C1 would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 


Visa Mastercard Maestro [_] 
Expiry date Issue no. (Maestro only) 
Signature Date / / 


Emailaddress 


‘Subscriber number (ifapplicable) 


‘YOUR DETAILS 


Forename 


’ The 
Savill 
Garden 


Garden iitstezter 
Windsor Great Park 

Visit our world-renowned 35 acres of A garden of beauty and colour 

omamental gardens and woodland, where visitors journey through 


including National Collections and rare interconnecting gardens. 
international species. Asplendid day out in all seasons. 


An inspirational garden, THEBETH 


the art of planting at its best eine 


Five acres of informal gardens harmonising 
With the surrounding countryside 
Popular tea room serving lunches and homemade cakes 
Extensive plant nursery including mail order 


‘eth Chatto was awarded Elm: larket, Colchester, 
10 consecutive Goel Medals at Ess 7DB 


Ghelics, 1977-1987 Telephone 01206 822007 


Visit our web site www.bethchatto.co,uk 


@ The Royal Landscape 


The Savill Garden, Windsor Great Park 
01784 435544 
www.theroyallandscape.co.uk 
Follow @royallandscape 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


A Sense of the Sublime 


With the RHS Chelsea Flower Show upon us, it’s time to indulge in a little bit of style and 
luxury. From beautiful tools and planters to quality crafted furniture, this selection is worthy 
of any placement in your outdoor space. 


ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 
Architectural Heritage has a collection of 
fine reproduction garden ornament. Master 
craftsmen in the disciplines of stone and 
marble masonry, bronze, copper and lead 
work, alongside age-patinated artificial stone, 
recreate the very best of 18th and 

19th century design. 

01386 584414 
vB www.architectural-heritage.co.uk 


OXFORD PLANTERS 

Manutacturers of beautifully handcrafted 
hardwood planters and bespoke furniture. 
The Hertford planter can be made in oak or 
iroko and left to weather naturally, or we can 
make our planters in accoya and paint them 
inyour choice of colour using our three coat, 
microporous, weather shield paint system. 
TEL 01608 683022 

© www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 


LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS 
Send your roses skywards on this lovely 
rusted iron Rose Arch from Leander. With a 
traditional lattice work design, it can be used 
to frame a gateway, or ina series to create 
an enticing walkway. For this and many other 
beautiful ideas for supporting your plants, 
visit our website or phone for a brochure. 
01773 550495 
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 


FRANCIS BAY 
Francis Bay offers stylish and comfortable 
Muskoka Chairs from Canada. Available in 
range of woods as kits or fully assembled. 
New for 2013 - Australian designed metal 
animal sculptures made from recycled 
oil drums including Bruce the Bull Cooler 
(shown in photograph). 
01443 201410 
£8 www-francisbay.co.uk 


ED BROOKS FURNITURE 
This simple, contemporary bench is made from 
slabs of solid English oak — the history of the wind- 
fallen trunk is celebrated in the grain, Ed Brooks 
Furniture specialises in handcrafting gates, 
benches and other pieces of outdoor furniture 
that respect and work with the natural character 
of English hardwood. From £400 + VAT, 

07899 792810 

www.edbrooks.com 


TEAK TIGER 
pecial offer — Teak Bristol Armchair 

Solid heavyweight teak (18kg) with 

mortise and tenon construction. 

Now only £129 each (was £245). 

Includes FREE fully assembled delivery 

to UK mainland. Call us to order. 

Offer available while stocks last 

7EL 0800 068 0333 

© 8 www.teaktiger.com 


GARDENS2YOU.CO.UK 
Available in sizes ranging from 6.5 to 
35cm these contemporary sphere 
ornaments look great nestled among your 
pots and plants, while their mirrored finish 
reflects the sunlight around your garden 
beautifully, They range in price from 
£2.99 to £54.99. 
[| 01933 642084 

|) www.gardens2you.co.uk 


TRURO GRANITE 

Suppliers of traditionally hand-finished 
granite, Our range includes granite 
benches, planters, mushrooms, millstones 
and garden ornaments. We also create 
beautiful bespoke granite structures. Relax 
and enjoy the beauty of natural stone 


TEL 01872 273885 
© wwwetrurogranite.co.uk 


PORCELAIN PAVING 
Italian style with all the practicality of 
porcelain — Refin Outdoor Porcelain OUT 
2.0 paving is a revolutionary anti-slip 
alternative to stone that is hardwearing 
and low maintenance. Easy to install and 
easy to maintain, this stunning paving 
features a beautiful architectural finish. 
029 2037 1584 
www.porcelainpaving.co.uk 


JOSEPH BENTLEY - 
TRADITIONAL GARDEN TOOLS 
Gold Cut by Joseph Bentley is anew 
cutting range with a real point of 
difference. Gold Cut™ features titanium 
coated blades that conjoins with our 
high grade steel to create a top-class 
cutting tool with a traditional and stylish 
look. Gold Cut's titanium coated blades 
offer increased resistance to rust, wear 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


VERTOPIA PLANT SUPPORTS 
These beautifully crafted obelisks have an 
integrated bird feeder and are suitable 
for use in pots or in the ground. They are 
available in rusted finish or painted and 
are made in UK. 

Prices start from £111.90 


01983 527760 
{| www.gardentrellisworks.co.uk 


and corrosion and will last up to four times 
longer than standard steel blades. As well 

as this, each tool in the range offers comfort 
and ergonomics as standard. 

72. 01905 791984 

v=8 www,josephbentley.co.uk 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE. 


Great Gardens to Visit - Chelsea Special 


As we're celebrating Chelsea and in the height of spring with the days growing brighter, there's 
no better time get out and plan your garden visits for 2013. Some truly marvellous gardens dot 
these isles of ours, a stunning selection of which you can find below. 


2. WATERPERRY GARDENS 
Eightacres of beautiful ornamental 
gardenswithafascinatinghistory. 
EstablishedasaSchoolofHorticulturefor 
Ladies by Beatrix Havergalin 1932, Miss 
Hwon some 15 gold medals forher Royal 
Sovereign'strawberriesat Chelsea, Today 
youcanloseyourselfinthe wonderful 
gardens featuringherbaceousnursery 
stock beds from which cuttingsaretaken 
for plants soldin the Plant Centre. Staying 
true toitsroots Waterperryalsohasa wide 


1. BATSFORD ARBORETUM 
Discover glades of wildflowers and 
magnolias and marvelat thousands 

of white handkerchief-ike bracts on 
our Davidia — in fullbloom this month, 
There's freshly baked foodin the Garden 
Terrace Café, gifts galore, vintage finds 
inthe Applestore anda well-stocked 
Garden Shopand Plant Centre. Book 
now for The Big Batsford Bat Walk on 
23 May andKids Gardening - Get the 
Gardening Bug on 29 May. Open daily 


10amtoSpm. variety of gardening andarts courses, 
Batsford, Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire GL56 9AB Waterperry, Near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX331JZ 
01386701441 www.batsarb.co.uk 01844339254 www.waterperrygardens.co.uk 


4. COMPTON ACRES 
Compton Acres are famous for their 
ten acres of beautiful gardens. The 
grand Italian Garden hasalarge 
formal pond with fountains, statues 
and colourful bedding. See the 
waterfalls in the natural Wooded 
Valley and visit the Bog Garden, 
which is ahaven for wildlife. Walk 
through the Heather Garden to the 
world-renowned authentic Japanese 
Garden, whichis full of vibrant colour 
inlate spring. 


3. THE GARDEN 

SHOWS AT STANSTED 

PARK (7-9 JUNE) & LOSELEY 
PARK (19=21 JULY) 

Art, design and your garden. Source 
innovative gardening accessories, 
specialist plants, art, gifts and 
mouthwatering foods. With the 
chance to consult plant doctors, 
learn from interactive workshops and 
watch your children play. Breathe 
new life into your garden...a fresh 
approach to garden shows! 


info@thegardenshowonline.com Poole, Dorset BH137ES 
01243538456 www.thegardenshowonline.com 01202700778 www.comptonacres.co.uk 


6. BODENHAM ARBORETUM 
An oasis of plantations, pools and 
avenues, beautifully landscaped 
and including 3,000 species of 
trees and shrubs. The integral 
working farm stocks sheep and 
Herefordshire cattle, donkeys and 
rare breed poultry. Our restaurant 
serves arange of homemade 
food includinga daily carvery 
serving meat from the farm. Open 
throughout the year, 11am to 5pm, 
please check the website. 


5. HEVER CASTLE 

Romantic 13th-century, double- 
moated castle, the childhood home 
of Anne Boleyn, nestlingin the heart 
of Kent. Explore the quintessential 
English garden with glorious formal 
and natural landscape including 
topiary, walled rose garden with over 
4,000 roses, magnificent classical 
statuary, fountains, grottoes, lake, yew 
and water mazes, Shops, restaurants 
and special events include Rose Week 
and Country Lifeat the Castle. 


Hever Castle, Kent TN8 7NG Wolverley, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DY115TB 
01732865224 www.hevercastle.co.uk 01562852444 www.bodenham-arboretum.co.uk 


7. THE BISHOP'S PALACE 
Beautiful medieval palace 
surrounded by 14 acres of 
picturesque gardens full of 
specimen trees, roses, perennials, 
a unique Bishop's Dahlia Border, 
well pools, wild arboretum with 
picnic area and Community Garden, 
A 'must-see' in the historic city of 
Wells. Available for weddings 


Wells, Somerset BAS 2PD 
01749 988111 \\' " www.bishopspalace.org.uk 


8, MELBOURNE HALL 
GARDENS 

Melbourne Hall Gardens is an 
18th-century-style garden with fine 
statuary, decorative pools, a yew 
tunnel and Robert Bakewell’s famous 
wrought iron arbour known as The 
Birdcage, Rare and unusual plants 
and shrubs abound in this unique 
garden. Once home to Victorian 
Prime Minister, Viscount Melbourne 
who gave his name to Melbourne 

in Australia 


Melbourne, Derbyshire DE73 8EN 
01332862502 \' |: www.melbournehall.com 
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9. PENSTHORPE WILDLIFE & 
GARDENS 

Pensthorpe contains three 
inspirational gardens to provide 
year-round colour and interest. The 
Gardens offer unparalleled delights; 
from the structural beauty of the 
Millennium Garden, designed by 
world renowned plantsman Piet 
Oudolf, to the innovative Wave 

Line Garden. 


Fakenham, Norfolk NR21 OLN 


01328 851465 «© www.pensthorpe.com 


10. SUDELEY CASTLE 

Ancient trees and parkland lead from the hills of the Cotswold into 
the award-winning gardens of Sudeley Castle. Lady Ashcombe has 
collaborated with top garden designers to create a variety of themed 
gardens. For many, the highlight is the Queens Garden's formal topiary 
and old-fashioned rose varieties. Formed on an original Elizabethan 
parterre, itis at its best during Rose Week, when billowing blossom 
and abundant scents delight the senses. By contrast, natural planting 
and curtains of clematis surround the medieval Banqueting Hall and 
ancient mulberry tree. Plants have descriptive labels and garden 
lovers may wish to join a guided Garden Tour to learn more. Sudeley 
Castle gardens are an ever-evolving showcase of shape, formand 
colour, complementing and enhancing their historic setting. 


Winchcombe, Gloucestershire GL545JD 
01242 602308 \"): = www.sudeleycastle.co.uk 


MENT FEATURE 


11. MOUNT STUART 12. ABBEY WOOD GARDENS 
Mount Stuartis renowned for its aj Anexcitingall-season garden inthe 
300 acres of spectacular gardens heartof Cheshire. Stunning pool 
and grounds which, due to the gulf- garden and vegetable garden. Long 
stream effect, feature an abundance floweringnaturalistically planted 

of unusual plants from Asia, the herbaceous borders inthe Main 
southern hemisphere and many other Gardens. Exciting, vibrantly planted 
parts of the world. Explore the Rock Christopher Lloyd-inspired Exotic 
Garden, Wee Garden, Kitchen Garden Garden. A young arboretum with 
and Pinetum to enjoy the very best interesting evergreen and deciduous 
Scotland has to offer. trees. Newand mature woodlands with 
a2kmnature walk. The Garden Cafe 
serves a delicious seasonal menu. 


Mount Stuart, Isle of Bute PA20 9LR Delamere, Cheshire CW8 2HS 
01700 503877 \\/' : www.mountstuart.com 01606 301374 \: : www.abbeywoodgardenscheshire.co.uk 


13. ABERGLASNEY GARDENS 
AHeritage Garden of Excellence. 
Historic Abergiasney House and 
Gardens is recognised as one of 
Wales' finest attractions, covering 
ten acres with an Elizabethan 

B Cloister garden at its heart. Excellent 
shop, plant sales, art exhibitions and 
cafe. Open all year. 


14. ABBOTSBURY 
SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 
Winner of the HHA/ Christie's 
Garden of the Year Award in 2012 
and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as “one of the finest gardens | have 
ever visited”: Located in Dorset 
near Weymouth, these gardens are 
now one of the best in the Country. 
Famous for camellias, magnolias 
and stunning spring colour. 

Open 10am to 5/6pm, 7 days except 
for Christmas and New Year. 


Llangathen, Carmarthenshire SA32 8QH Bullers Way, Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
01558 668998 © www.aberglasney.org 01305871387 ||: © www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


15. KELMARSH HALL 

& GARDENS 

Vibrant displays of peonies will 
greet visitors to Kelmarsh Hall 
Gardens this May. See the rose 
garden come to life in June and 
July and admire the cut flower 
borders during August and 


16. BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL 
GARDENS 

Fifteen acres of tranquil landscaped 
gardens, close tocity centre, 
featuring 7,000 plants, shrubs 

and trees including rare species. 
Features include four glasshouses; 
Lawn Aviary: children's playground; 


September. art gallery, tearoom, car park and 
Refreshments availablein the shop. Openair entertainment 
tearoom during the summer. 


What's on: Hardy Plant Fair, May 6 — 7, 
10am to 4pm 


Kelmarsh Hall, Kelmarsh, Northampton NN6 SLY Edgbaston, Birmingham B153TR 
01604 686543 \\! © www.kelmarsh.com 01214541860 = www.birminghambotanicalgardens.org.uk 


17, TRENTHAM GARDENS 
Winners of the 2010 European 
Award for Historic Garden 
Restoration. Vast perennial 
plantings by renowned designers 
Tom Stuart-Smith and Piet Oudolf 
present breath-taking vistas. 

Enjoy the Italian Garden, mile-long 
lake, show gardens, adventure 
playground, woodland walks and 
tearoom with panoramic views. 
Adjacent is an impressive shopping 
village and garden centre, 


Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 8JG 


01782 646646 www.trentham.co.uk 
18. RENISHAW HALL & GARDENS 
Be. Renishaw Hall and Gardens is atruly 


beautiful place to visit. Home to the 
Sitwell family for nearly 400 years, 
current owner Alexandra Sitwell invites 
you to visit her home and the gardens 
for which Renishaw is so famous. 
Italianate in theirinfluence, the gardens 
feature seasonal highlights including 
magnolias, bluebells and delphiniums. 
Fascinating Hall tours show how the 
history of the family is filed with writers, 
innovators and eccentrics. 


Renishaw, Derbyshire S21 3WB 
01246 432310 \\)| |: www.renishaw-hall.co.uk 
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19.NESS BOTANIC GARDENS. 
Ness Gardens announces the return 
of the BBC Radio 4 Gardeners’ 
Question Time Summer Garden 
Party on Saturday 7 September 

@ 2013, following the outstanding 
success of last year's event. New 
for 2013: The Garden kitchen café 
and Garden Kiosk together with our 
newly refurbished gift shop and plant 
sales, Gardens open 10am to 5pm, 


Ness, Neston, South Wirral CH64 4AY 
0845 030 4063 \\' » www.nessgardens.org.uk 


20. HAREWOOD HOUSE & 
GARDENS 

There are over 100 acres of award- 
winning gardens at Harewood, full of 
variety with plants from around the 
world, all in the setting of glorious 
‘Capability’ Brown landscape. 
Explore the magnificent terrace with 
its herbaceous and tropical borders, 
the alpine beauty of the Himalayan 
garden, and the picturesque lakeside 
walk to the walled garden full of 
heritage fruit and vegetables. 


Harewood, Leeds, West Yorkshire LS17 9LG 
01132181010 \\': = www.harewood.org 


21. EXBURY GARDENS 
spectacular 200-acrewoodland 
gardenshowcasingtheworld-famous 
Rothschild Collection ofrhododendrons, 
azaleas, camelias,raretreesand 

shrubs, Enchantingriver walks, ponds 
andcascades. Datfodil Meadow, Rock, 
Heatherand Bog Gardensandexotic 
plantingsand herbaceous borders ensure 
year-roundinterest. Stunningauturn 
colour and display ofNerine sarniensis in 
theGallery, A1}4-milesteamraiwayisa 
greatfavourite with visitors ofallages. 


Exbury, Southampton, Hampshire S045 1AZ 
02380891203 www.exbury.co.uk 


Visit Oxfordshire 


Oxfordshire is a county rich with incredible garden visits sure 
to satisfy the needs of any horticultural enthusiast. Make sure 
these fantastic gardens below are top of your list of must-sees. 


Visit inspiring herbaceous borders 
glasshouses that take you around the 
world, or simply relax in the oldest 
botanic garden in Britain 

The Oxford Botanic Garden is the 
most compact, yet diverse collection 
of plants in the world, right in the 
heart of the city centre, and is open 
throughout the year for you to visit 
and enjoy. 


The formal garden features fleur-de-lys 
shaped box hedges planted with roses 
andmany old-fashioned varieties of 
shrubs, Thereare fourherbaceous 
borders planted with moreroses, shrubs 
anda variety of perennial plants. Groups 
are welcome throughout the year by 
appointment, but the garden is also 
opentothe public from May until15 
September on Wednesdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holiday Mondays (2-5pm). 
plus Thursdays in July and August. 


The stunning gardens and themed 
borders, suchas the cactus borders, 
prairie-style planting, wildflower 
meadows, tree ferns, bananas 

and mature trees includinga Giant 
Wellingtonia and many old Oak trees 
make a beautiful backdrop to the 
animals. “The exotic planting in the 
old walled garden is amongst the best 
in Britain.” Stephen Lacey, 

The Daily Telegraph 


The gardens and pleasure groundsat 
BuscotParkare one of Oxfordshire’s 
best-kept secrets. Designedin the 

late 18th century tocomplementthe 
Palladian style house, the grounds were 
considerably enhancedinthe 20th 
century by thelst, 2nd and 3rd Lords 
Faringdon. They includethe spectacular 
water garden designed by Harold Peto 
and the Four Seasons Walled Garden. 
Open29 March - 30 September, 
Monday-Friday 2-Gpmand some 
weekends including Bank Holidays. 


The walled garden rises up behind the 
ancient manor house of Stonor. The 
gardens divided between the original 
pleasure garden with 17th-century 
terraces and two ponds, and the 

old kitchen garden replanted in the 
1980s. Climbing the terrace stages 
thereis along mixed border, ending 

B with a Japanese garden house built by 
the Sth Lord Camoys after his visit to 
Kyoto in1906 


To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
or email luke.newland@immediate.co.uk 


F 


HUGE ai: SALE. 


Suitable for Lawns, Patios, Balconies, 
Pool, Surrounds, Play Areas and 
Roof Terraces 


ay 
10 Year Guarantee 
Looks Great All Seasons 
Fomily and Pet Friendly 
No More Muddy Feet or Paws 
No Need to Mow 
No Wotering / Feeding 
High UV Stabilisation 
Easy to Install 
Immediate Delivery 


from ASOT 
a a A 99 


¢, 0800 148 8654 7oavs aweek 
07531 190044 9am- 9pm 


www.artificialgrassforless.co.uk 
info@artificialgrassforless.co.uk 


GARDEN A 


BlocX 


‘WoodBlocX raised beds are a great way 
to take the stress out of your gardening, 


making weeding and harvesting simple. 
cig Rees om 


can be built on earth, grass or even hard surfa 
tarma 


our o 
Wood! 

any heavy lifting, drilling, s 

El easily be built by anyone. 


)istd ws a www.WoodBlocX.co.uk 
Freephone: 0800 389 1420 Email: admin@WoodBlocX.co.uk 


wall 


Harmless to people, pets, plants & the planet 
No smell (to humans) 
Successfully used by farmers and growers 


since 1999 
‘Safe to use on edible plants 

Lasts up to 6 weeks 

Systemic (absorbed through the leaf) 
‘Also effective against mice, vole & squirrel 


AVAILABLE FROM MANY 

GARDEN CENTRES, 

MAIL ORDER GARDEN SHOPS 

‘OR ONLINE 

For more information and to find your local stockists contact: 
www.grazers.co.uk info@grazers.co.uk Tel: 01944 778081 


Ae m 
Handmade bespoke gates, planters and fencing 
made to any size, in softwood or iroko. 
Sawmill Lane, Helmsley YO62 5DQ 


Tel: 01439 770234 / Email: enquiries@duncombesawmill.co.uk 
Web: www.duncombesawmiill.co.uk 


Hardies, Ciltibers; Gazebos & Baskets. 
Fora catalogue: 
Tel 0208 247 5700} vax: 0208247 3800 


www.chairworks.info 


Green Pages 


iG FAC P- oac To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
i ‘S e nN ag ~~ or email luke.newland@immediate.co.uk 


dovetail greenhouses 


We design and build to suit your requirements 


BLANCHARD 
ROUND HOUSES 
Dovetail Greenhouses 


Bonehill Farm, Tamworth 
Staffs, B78 SHP 


= All types of glazing options available 
Tel: 0121 311 2900 ‘www dovelaligreenhouses,co.uk 


GARDEN D 


LANDSCAPE AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES COURSES, 


Our courses have been specially 
designed to prepare you for an 
exciting career within land-based 
and associated industries. 


Levels 1 & 2 in Landscape and gs ge . 

Environmental Studies : NPTC Qualifications includ 

Level 3 Diploma in Landscape Chainsaw and Related O; 

and Environmental Studies Safe Use of Pesticides 

* Safe Use of Ride-On 
Self Propelled Mowers 


Level 3 Diploma in Conservation 
and Countryside Management 


Plus a range Tractor Driving 


and part-time 


Competence in Brushcutting 


Competence in the Safe Use 
of Hedge Trimmers 


World class garden design training 
Train to be a professional garden 


designer at the UK's leading garden 
beanie §Open Learning. 


ND classes take place In the Orangery 
conference facilities at the world 
| | famous Royal Botonic Gardens, Kew 


The diploma ls led by Andrew Wison 
‘ath inspirational lectures and tutoring 


E irom some of the worl’ leasing : 

ESIGN miami. the’sweulish 
Crone bagdiagim ort academy of a 
www.icgd.org.uk esign 


Distance Learning. 


To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
or email luke.newland@immediate.co.uk 


CLAIRE AUSTIN 
Mail Order 
pa PERENNIALS 
ie) IRISES & PEONIES 
4 800 varieties 


www. claireaustin- 
hardyplants. co.uk 
Tel: 01686 670342 


Binny Plants 


Over 300 varieties 


Herbaceous — Intersectional — Tree 


GhilfernSeeds 


since 1975 


Request your copy ofthe 2013, 
four unique catalogue “Grow 
ig New from Seed” along with 
‘VegBook”. Enjoy a cheerful read 
and select from around 4,000 items for 
every horticultural interest 
“VegBook" has tasty old, 
Vegetables and herbs. Oui 
for the new season have c 
the corner and around the world, All our 
items are also availabe online a. 


www.chilternseeds.co.uk 
(01491 824675 | infov@echilternseeds.co.uk 
Chiltern Seeds | Crowmarsh Battle Barns 
114 Preston Crowmarsh 
Wallingford | OX10 6SL 


THORNHAYES NURSERY 


Popular with professional and amateur gardeners alike 
for an extensive range of fruit and ornamental trees 


Deacon’ 


National fruit tree 
specialists 


until 30th June S75 
2015 on 2010 prices 

Deacon's Nursery, Moor View, 
Godshill Isle of Wight PO38 3HW 
01983 522243 (21 
www.deaconsnurserytruits.co.uk 
info@deaconsnurserytruts.co.uk 


worst 
www.terwinseeds.co.uk 


info aterwinseeds.co.uk 


Green Pages 


« 
Surreal 4 ¢ 
Succulents 


we specialize in rare 
and unusual succulents 
ulents.co.uk 


ealsucculents.co.uk 


www.surrealsu 


14 823 info@sur 


PERHILL PLANTS| 


Online shop and 
mail order nursery 
www.perhillplants.co.uk/shop 
‘emai perhillpsbtconnect.com 
tetot299 696929 


GARDENING 


CATALOGUE 


Organic seeds and supplies. 


Viv)Marsh 


Mail Order Specialist of 
Garden Alstroomeria 
Foran illustrated Cataloguo 
ploaso ring: 


01939 291 475 


Www postalplantsico.uk 


‘Over 500 organic varieties. 
Call for your FREE catalogue or 
request one online. 


01932 253666 


The Orga Cardenng Catalogue Rivecent 
Molesey Road, Hera, Suey KTIZ ARC. 


T; 01626 8F 
SR vowhetina 


Whetman Pinks Ofgers@whetmar 


'Pelargoniums By Post 


& Buy Direct From The Grower 


www.cramdennursery.co.uk 
Nipton 0160+ 842365 


wees Fut iacs Sg a 


iG - fas P- oac To advertise call Luke Newland on 0117 314 8391 
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2 
ita a WA Crk 
CaEBENS ae a West Cork 
y IN ASSOCIATION WITH 
THE HAROLD BARRY TRUST 
15th-30th June 2013 
Brochure available from 
Failte Ireland 


www.discoverireland.ie 
www.westcorkgardentrail.com 


monkey ey : 


tree houses 


Support where 
it’s n d 


SUPPO! Us 


‘Ni our supports are handcrafted 
in Tenbury Wells from Solid Stee! 
Which are affordable and robust. 
The plant Girdle as featured here 
is only £995 


For full comprehensive range and to order telephone 01584 781578 or visit 


Traditional Dutch Light Timber Glaxshowses 
Standard & Bespoke 


AuTHoRrS ||AUTHORS FS A 


Please submit synopsis, Wekoing, ease send ie 
plus 3 sample chapters AusTIN MACAULEY 
for consideration to a es 


fe; oom “ 
Olympia Publishers enn 0800 083 9631 
60 Cannon St, London, £14 sla 
London, EAN Ne editors@austinmacauley.com 
www.olymplapublishers.com eee eres aeauls! y.com 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


designed garden* 
L* Spotlights.on 
to-plate in Amsterd: 

AY: ~ 
insbury’s, jaitro: as well as” 
-_. {all good magazine eed version. |’ (ie 
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ae ¢ * 


sal = 


‘GARDENS ILLUSTRATED 
isavailable’as a digital 
edition = search ‘Gardens 
Illustrated’ on the App Store, 
Google Play or Zinio.com 


the writer’s plot 


The big push 


In which our columnist must finally get started on his fruit garden 


FRANK RONAN 


may, at last, be 

about to make 

the fruit garden. 
Eleven years or so since I first 
scanned that piece of ground 
and decided to put it there 
and an eleven year pile of 
fruit tree catalogues later. 
In summer, when the 
raspberries arrive at the 
greengrocer, I, grimacing at 
the increasing price of them 
and the decreasing size of 
their containers, kick myself 
and resolve to have them 
underway by next year. 
Meanwhile a pile of earth 
destined to fill raised beds 
swells to the size of a 
neolithic tumulus and 
sprouts some of the most 
vigorous and beautiful 
weeds I have ever seen. 

Itis the last great eyesore 

in the garden, now that the 
greenhouse is gone, but it is 


remarkable how easily an eyesore is overlooked when you have 
how it should be in your mind’s eye, and you are seeing, not what 
is there, but refinements and adjustments to your plan. And every 
time you think of an improvement to the scheme you think to 
yourself, It is just as well hadn't started it yet, or it wouldn't be 
nearly as nice. And so the happiness of procrastination continues. 
Until, that is, it is the last part of the garden and then it must 


be done. And still you cling to it, perhaps because when it is 
finished you will lose your excuses. Other parts that you 
have neglected a little will suddenly cry out for attention. 

‘A certain lack of maintainance can be forgiven in a 

garden under construction, but a garden made must be a 
garden maintained, with no leeway for sloppiness. Will it, 
you worry, be that, once it is finished, you cease to be the 
garden’s maker and become the garden's servant? 

We'll soon find out. But I am assuming that any 
psychological disadvantage will be outweighed by the joy 
of not having to buy raspberries. More than that, the 
whole design of the fruit garden has evolved on sybaritic 


130 


“A garden made must be a 


maintained, with no leeway for sloppiness” 


ANGELA HARDING 


principles. It is to bea 
square, three sides of which, 
all except the south, are to be 
a continuous raised bed. The 
back of this bed will be 
girded with trained pears, 
apples and gages on wooden 
frames, and the inner part 
will contain the raspberries 
and currants and 
gooseberries. The idea is 
that the whole thing makes 
a south-facing sun-trap. 

The middle can be paved, 
and two hammocks will 

be slung in it, in which 

‘one can recline with 
cushions and a novel and 
occasionally extend a hand 
to pluck a berry. 

We did have a summer 
‘once when it was nice to lie 
in a hammock (2003 1 
think), and I assume we will 
have one again. lam also 
assuming that if I get the 


garden 


variety right I will be able to grow a gage that fruits up here. It may 
be that if I plant a delicious old one I also put in a modern reliable 
to pollinate it. For pears, my fingers are tightly crossed that the 
“Doyenné du Comice’ will condescend to be happy, because it is so 
superior to any other that I would still be buying them if I grew an 
alternative. It will need ‘Concorde’ or something to pollinate it in 
any case. Apples present no problem at all. This is apple country 


and there are so many good ones to choose from you can almost 


Frank Ronan isa 
novelist who lives 
and gardens in 
Worcestershire 


go by looks alone. 

Damsons will line the space between the path and the 
hedgerow on the south side. It seems natural since they 
grow in the hedges here anyway, and I even know a hedge 
made of them nearby. A quince or two would be 
fantastic, but I haven't worked out how to accommodate 
them in the scheme. There won't be room for mulberries 
or medlars or anything that can’t get by without 
spreading its elbows, and we are too cold for figs or 
apricots or peaches. Whatever may grow there are 
walls to build first, and then we may begin. 


' The only 
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Craftsmanship & Quality 
There for all to see 


Special Chelsea Flower Show sais 


Every Gabriel Ash greenhouse is produced using only the 


finest Western Red Ced 


time-served joiners in Chester into a seamless blend of 


ar and is expertly handcrafted by 


wood, glass and discreet aluminium. So whilst a Gabriel 
Ash greenhouse will always look stunning in a photograph, 
there is nothing like seeing and smelling a newly made 


structure up close. Visit our stand and see for yourself 


FOR OUR FREE rat 


Beth BROCHURE CALL & r 
0800 0s 5 1 6 52 <== VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT MONUMENT FARM, 


| FARNDON, CHESTER CH3 6QP. 


Greenhouses Lean To's Patio Glasshouses | Coldframes Shed Combi Planthouses Staging 


VALE 


GARDEN 
HOUSES 


FOR THE FINEST CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES & ROOFLIGHTS 


CONSERVATORY FURNITURE, 


LIGHTING & ACCESSORIES Lie erases neh dd % National Trust 
CONSERVATORY +44 (0)1476 564433 CONSERVATORY 


rntenorsbnale cont www.valegardenhouses.com COLLECTION 


